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1st Class Tyson 
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US ship plays key role in Persian Gulf, 
where tensions with Iran are spiking 


Loveday Morris 

The Washington Post 

OFF THE COAST OF BAHRAIN 
— As President Donald Trump and 
Iran trade threats, ships like the USS 
Whirlwind are at the front lines of the 
rising frictions, patrolling the strategic 
waterways of the Persian Gulf. 

Here, American Navy vessels come 
close to Iranian ships on a daily basis. 

“If we see them and they hail us, we’ll 
just tell them we are a coalition warship. 
It’s just normal professional dialogue,” 
said Lt. Cmdr. Yilei Liu, the ship’s com¬ 
manding officer. “Everybody is just try¬ 
ing to understand what everybody else 
is doing.” 

SEE GULF ON PAGE 7 


■ US moves 
ahead with 
plan to deter 
Iran’s threats 

■ Iran mulls 
transit tolls 
in Strait of 
Hormuz 
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Marine Corps offers big bonuses for selective reenlistments 


By Christopher Dennis 

Stars and Stripes 

The Marine Corps is offering up to 
$90,000 in retention bonuses for high-de¬ 
mand career fields, including Raiders, 
reconnaissance and explosive ordnance 
disposal, as it seeks to retain young Ma¬ 
rines with key skills. 

The selective reenlistment bonuses for 
fiscal year 2020 include incentives for avi¬ 
ation maintenance, air traffic controllers, 
infantry squad leaders and Marines will¬ 


ing to make a lateral move to select special¬ 
ties such as intelligence and cyberdefense, 
a command bulletin issued Friday said. 

“Retaining our experienced and quali¬ 
fied Marines remains one of the Com¬ 
mandant’s highest priorities,” it said. 
“Achieving retention goals is vital for shap¬ 
ing and sustaining the Marine Corps’ en¬ 
listed force.” 

Marine Corps Commandant Gen. Rob¬ 
ert B. Neller said in a letter in October that 
the Corps needed to recruit 38,500 mem¬ 


bers to fill gaps in the ranks. 

The Marine Corps has a younger popu¬ 
lation than the other services but a higher 
turnover rate, and nearly two-thirds of Ma¬ 
rines are sergeants or below, Neller said. 

The incentives include a bonus for Ma¬ 
rines in reenlistment zones between 17 
months and 14 years of service who sign up 
for a four-year stint before Sept. 30. They 
can gain an additional $8,000, the state¬ 
ment said. 

Marines who move into a select occupa¬ 


tion for 72 months will rate a $40,000 pay¬ 
ment in addition to the field’s reenlistment 
bonus, which could range from $4,500 to 
$57,000, depending on the specialty and 
the Marine’s rank. 

The bulletin cited an example of a ser¬ 
geant with between 17 months and six 
years of active service laterally moving 
to counterintelligence/human intelligence 
specialist for 72 months, who could get a 
combined bonus of $90,000. 

SEE MARINES ON PAGE 10 
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Wash, growling at Navy over added flights 



r 


_ 

AP 

The Navy’s EA-18G Growler was unveiled in a ceremony at Naval Air Station Whidbey Island, Wash., in 
2008. The state sued the Navy on Tuesday over its expansion of jet operations on Whidbey Island. 


By Gene Johnson 

Associated. Press 

SEATTLE — Washington state 
sued the Navy on Tuesday over 
its expansion of jet operations on 
an island north of Seattle, say¬ 
ing officials failed to adequately 
consider the effect that additional 
noisy flights would have on peo¬ 
ple or wildlife. 

“The Navy has an important 
job, and it’s critical that their pi¬ 
lots and crews have the opportu¬ 
nity to train,” Attorney General 
Bob Ferguson said in a news re¬ 
lease announcing the lawsuit. 
“That does not relieve the federal 
government of its obligation to 
follow the law and avoid unneces¬ 
sary harm to our health and natu¬ 
ral resources.” 

The Navy’s public affairs of¬ 
fice said it does not comment on 
litigation. 

The Navy in March authorized 
the expansion of its Growler pro- 


Correction 

In a story in Wednesday’s 
edition about an in vitro 
fertilization benefit pro¬ 
gram for injured veterans, 
The Associated Press erro¬ 
neously reported the num¬ 
ber of times Crystal Wilson 
and her husband conceived 
through the Department 
of Veterans Affairs benefit 
program. They did not con¬ 
ceive through the program, 
though one of their three 
rounds of IVF treatment 
was paid for by it. 


gram by up to three dozen jets, 
adding to the 82 already based on 
Whidbey Island, north of Seattle. 

The low-flying jets conduct 
electronic warfare to jam enemy 
communications and launch 
systems, and under the expan¬ 
sion plans crews would perform 
around 100,000 takeoffs and 
landings a year for the next three 
decades. 

That, Ferguson said, could have 
serious effects on nearby resi¬ 
dents. The state Health Depart¬ 
ment has outlined how exposure 
to noise levels similar to those at 
Naval Air Station Whidbey Island 
could disrupt children’s learning 
and cause sleep disturbance, cog¬ 
nitive impairment and cardiovas¬ 
cular disease. 

It could also disrupt the feeding 
and breeding of eagles and mar¬ 
bled murrelets, a type of seabird. 

In the news release, Quinault 
Indian Nation President Fawn 
Sharp called on the federal gov¬ 
ernment to strike a balance 
between national security and 
environmental preservation. 

“Unregulated, unrestrained 
noise pollution from increased 
military training operations pres¬ 
ents a clear threat to the health 
and solitude of our state’s fragile 
ecosystems, treaty-protected re¬ 
sources and endangered species,” 
she said. 

In its decision to approve the 
expansion plan, the Navy said the 
number of flights on the island 
would be comparable to those 
that occurred from the 1970s 
through the 1990s. It also said it 
would continue to invest in tech¬ 
nologies to reduce engine and air¬ 
craft noise. 

The state’s lawsuit alleges viola¬ 
tions of the National Environmen¬ 


tal Protection Act and the federal 
Administrative Procedure Act. 
Ferguson said he intended to add 
claims under the Endangered 
Species Act. 

The National Parks Conserva¬ 
tion Association said it supports 
the lawsuit, noting that the flights 
could also affect Ebey’s Landing, 


a historical preserve on Whid¬ 
bey Island, and Olympic National 
Park. The association recently 
filed a lawsuit accusing the Navy 
of withholding information about 
noise pollution from the jets over 
Olympic National Park. 

Navy Secretary Richard Spen¬ 
cer wrote a letter in March to 


the federal Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation, rebuffing 
its call for additional noise moni¬ 
toring and tracking of the effect 
on tourism. He said the Navy had 
already performed noise moni¬ 
toring and noted it was spending 
$876,000 to refurbish a home at 
Ebey’s Landing built in 1860. 
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Spencer could be next 
acting defense chief 

Navy secretary rises if Trump nominates Esper 



The U.S. Navy Blue Angels flight demonstration team performs a flyover above the 
Lincoln Memorial during Independence Day celebrations in Washington. The cost to 
the military for the flyovers and armored vehicles at the event was about $1.2 million. 

Pentagon spent $1.2M 
to support July 4 event 


By Caitlin M. Kenney 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — It cost the Pentagon 
about $1.2 million to fly aircraft and set up 
armored vehicles in support of the presi¬ 
dent’s “Salute to America” event on the 
National Mall on July Fourth. 

The Independence Day celebration 
raised concerns in the days leading up to 
the event partly due to its unknown costs to 
the military and the potential for political 
remarks by President Donald Trump dur¬ 
ing his speech. 

The funding for the flying demonstra¬ 
tions came from the military services’ 
own training budgets designated for flying 
hours, “which are imperative to military 
readiness,” according to a Pentagon state¬ 
ment released Tuesday. 

Aircraft from each military service flew 
over the event during parts of Trump’s 
speech in which he spoke of historical 
events regarding the United States and its 
armed services. A military band played 
each service’s song as their aircraft flew 
over the crowd standing at the Lincoln 
Memorial. 

Additional funding was also used to 
transport two M1A2 Abrams tanks and 
two M2 Bradley Fighting Vehicles from the 
3rd Infantry Division at Fort Stewart, Ga., 
which were used as static displays near the 
memorial. The Pentagon did not specify in 
its statement which accounts the additional 
funding came from. 

“The Department of Defense has a long 
history of showcasing military assets to 
the country in order to recognize our mili¬ 
tary’s contributions to the safety and secu¬ 
rity of the nation, and to assist in recruiting 
future generations of servicemembers,” 
the Pentagon statement says. 

The Pentagon also listed similar flyover 
demonstrations by the military services, 
with the Air Force having the most — 660 
flyovers in 2018. The Army conducted 44 
flyovers and the Marine Corps had 22 fly¬ 
overs. For fiscal year 2019, the Navy had 
47 flyovers. 

The aerial demonstration performanc¬ 
es by the Navy’s Blue Angels and the Air 
Force’s Thunderbirds squadron had the 
biggest costs on this comparison list. The 
Blue Angels’ estimated cost was $36 mil¬ 


lion in fiscal year 2019, and the Thunder- 
birds’ estimated cost was $35 million in 
2018. 

Several of the Navy’s Fleet Week events, 
which occur at port cities across the coun¬ 
try, were also listed as comparison events 
by the Pentagon. The costliest in 2017 were 
in Los Angeles at $1.6 million, San Fran¬ 
cisco at $1.8 million and New York at $2.5 
million with the inclusion of fuel costs. 

According to the Pentagon, the follow¬ 
ing aircraft were flown during the Salute 
to America event on July Fourth: 

The Coast Guard had an MH-60J/T Jay- 
hawk helicopter, an MH-65 Dolphin heli¬ 
copter and a HC-144 Ocean Sentry aircraft 
from the Coast Guard Atlantic Sector at 
U.S. Coast Guard Station Annapolis, Md. 

The Air Force had a B-2 Spirit stealth 
bomber from the 509th Bomb Wing at 
Whiteman Air Force Base, Mo.; two F-22 
Raptors from the 1st Fighter Wing at Joint 
Base Langley-Eustis, Va.; and a VC-25 
aircraft — also known as Air Force One 

— from the Presidential Airlift Group at 
Joint Base Andrews, Md. 

The Marine Corps flew a V-92 helicop¬ 
ter, which is the new Marine One aircraft, 
and two MV-22 Ospreys aircraft from Ma¬ 
rine Helicopter Squadron One at Marine 
Corps Base Quantico, Va. 

The Navy had two F-35C Lightning II 
from Strike Fighter Squadron 147 at Naval 
Air Station Lemoore, Calif.; two F/A-18 
Hornet aircraft from Strike Fighter Squad¬ 
ron 37 at Naval Air Station Oceana, Va.; 
and six F/A-18 Hornet aircraft from the 
U.S. Navy Flight Demonstration Squadron 

— known as the Blue Angels — from Naval 
Air Station Pensacola, Fla. 

The Army flew four AH-64E Apache 
Guardian helicopters from the 101st Com¬ 
bat Aviation Brigade at Fort Campbell, Ky. 

The ceremonial units that also partici¬ 
pated in the Salute to America event were 
the U.S. Old Guard Fife and Drum Corps 
with the 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment “The 
Old Guard” from Joint Base Myer-Hender- 
son Hall, Va., and the U.S. Marine Corps 
Silent Drill Platoon and the Free Country 
ensemble with the U.S. Marine Corps Band 
from the Marine Barracks in Washington. 

kenney.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @caitlinmkenney 


By Caitlin M. Kenney 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON—Navy Secretary Rich¬ 
ard Spencer could become the third acting 
defense secretary since January if Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump officially nominates 
Mark Esper for the top job at the Pentagon, 
defense officials said Tuesday. 

Trump announced June 21 that he in¬ 
tended to nominate Esper, now the acting 
defense secretary, to be his next defense 
secretary, sparking questions whether the 
Senate-confirmed Army secretary could 
retain his acting role and still be the candi¬ 
date for the post permanently. 

Defense officials told reporters at the 
Pentagon that Esper can’t do both under 
the law. Once the Senate receives the 
Esper nomination, he must immediately 
step down as acting defense secretary and 
return to his previously confirmed posi¬ 
tion as Army secretary as mandated by the 
Federal Vacancies Act. 

The Pentagon has been without a con¬ 
firmed secretary of defense since its for¬ 
mer leader, Jim Mattis, left office in early 
January. Since then, the Defense Depart¬ 
ment has been developing plans for how 
it will facilitate the transition of the presi¬ 
dent’s intended pick into the top role at the 
Pentagon. 

Once Esper steps down, the secretary of 
the next most senior service after the Army 
— in this case, Spencer — will step in as 
acting defense secretary while Esper goes 
through the Senate confirmation process, 
said Eric Chewning, chief of staff to Esper. 
Spencer will stay in that acting role until 
the next defense secretary is confirmed. 

The Pentagon is expecting and is pre¬ 
pared for the nomination to be submitted 
“shortly” by the White House to the Sen¬ 
ate, Chewning said. In the past two weeks, 
defense officials have conducted meetings 
with Spencer to get him prepared for the 
duties of acting defense secretary, includ¬ 
ing operational issues and planning. 

Chewning said they have been working 
closely with Senate leadership and the Sen¬ 
ate Armed Services Committee, thanking 
them for “their efforts and commitment to 
swiftly consider top [Defense Department] 
leadership when they receive the formal 
nomination.” 

But Chewning said they “will not pre¬ 
sume confirmation” of Esper. 

“It is the prerogative of the Senate to 
take as long as they think is necessary to 
examine and confirm a nominee,” he said. 

Chewning said it is not unprecedented 
for a fast confirmation process, citing for¬ 
mer Defense Secretary Robert Gates’ con¬ 
firmation, which took about three days. 

Esper has already started to conduct of¬ 
fice calls with senators ahead of his official 
nomination, according to Chewning. 

This planning by the Pentagon is tak¬ 
ing place because the previous intended 
nominee, former acting Defense Secretary 
Patrick Shanahan, stepped down from 
consideration and resigned in June after 
several news outlets reported incidents of 
domestic violence within Shanahan’s fam¬ 
ily, including that his then-wife Kimberley 
was arrested after she punched him in the 
face. They are now divorced. 

The Washington Post reported that 
when Shanahan’s son was a teenager, he 
brutally attacked Shanahan’s ex-wife with 



Susan Walsh/AP 


If Mark Esper is nominated by President 
Donald Trump to be defense secretary, 
he must by law step down as acting 
secretary until his confirmation. 

a baseball bat, and Shanahan had come to 
his son’s defense. 

As the deputy defense secretary, Sha¬ 
nahan stepped into the acting defense sec¬ 
retary position after Mattis resigned. In 
May, the White House announced Trump 
intended to nominate him as defense sec¬ 
retary. However, Shanahan’s nomination 
was never sent to the Senate officially be¬ 
fore he resigned. 

If Shanahan had been nominated, he 
would not have been forced to step down as 
Esper must because under 10 US Code sec¬ 
tion 132(b), Shanahan as the deputy sec¬ 
retary of defense had to step in as acting 
defense secretary once Mattis resigned, 
a senior Pentagon official said during the 
briefing. 

“That is outside the [Federal] Vacancies 
Act,” said the Pentagon official, who spoke 
on the condition of anonymity. “And so 
Secretary Shanahan as the deputy secre¬ 
tary was serving pursuant to that provision 
as acting secretary, not under the Vacan¬ 
cies Act.” 

An official can serve in an acting capac¬ 
ity for only 210 days, according to the Fed¬ 
eral Vacancies Act. Mattis left Jan. 1, and 
the 210 days run out July 30, Chewning 
said. Once the Senate begins the official 
process of considering a nominee, the time 
limit is suspended. 

If for some reason Esper’s nomination is 
withdrawn or it is rejected by the Senate, 
a new 210-day limit will start, the senior 
Pentagon official said. 

Once Esper is nominated and Spencer 
takes on the role of acting defense secre¬ 
tary, close U.S. allies and partner nations 
will be notified “to ensure a smooth tran¬ 
sition, so they’re aware of how we’re con¬ 
ducting the transition,” Chewning said. 

“We’re going to be transparent as we 
move through the process. It’s very im¬ 
portant for the department, for everybody 
in the world, to know we have a plan,” he 
said. 

“Only one person will serve as the secre¬ 
tary of defense. That person has all the au¬ 
thorities necessary at the appointed time 
to defend American interests and protect 
the homeland.” 

kenney.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @caitlinmkenney 
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Naval Forces Japan gets new commander 



Christian LoPEz/Stars and Stripes 


The new commander of Naval Forces Japan, Rear Adm. Brian Fort, 
salutes the outgoing leader, Rear Adm. Gregory Fenton, at Yokosuka 
Naval Base, Japan, on Wednesday. 


By Christian Lopez 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — U.S. Naval Forces Japan 
bid farewell to a retiring com¬ 
mander and welcomed a new one 
Wednesday at a ceremony in Yo¬ 
kosuka’s theater. 

Rear Adm. Brian Fort, a surface 
warfare, or ship-borne, officer 
by training, assumed command 
from Rear Adm. Gregory Fenton, 
a naval aviator who held the post 
for two years. 

“The Navy got it right when 
they selected you for this assign¬ 
ment,” Fenton told Fort during 
the ceremony. 

Naval Forces Japan works with 
the Japan Self-Defense Force 
to develop cooperative defense 
strategies, among other responsi¬ 
bilities. Its partner organization, 
Navy Region Japan, is responsi¬ 
ble for seven bases across the In¬ 
dian and western Pacific oceans, 
including Yokosuka, that support 
the Navy’s operations. 

About 48,000 military and ci¬ 
vilian personnel work for Naval 
Forces Japan and Navy Region 
Japan. 

Fort, like Fenton, has responsi¬ 
bility for both organizations. 

Fort, of Little Rock, Ark., comes 
to Yokosuka — headquarters of 


Naval Forces Japan — after two 
years commanding Navy Region 
Hawaii and Naval Surface Group 
Middle Pacific. He graduated 
from the University of Arkansas, 
the Naval War College and Joint 
Forces Staff College. 

“Your background in installa¬ 


tion command matters with Navy 
Region Hawaii will help set you 
up for success and further ad¬ 
vance the partnership between 
the United States Navy and [the 
Japan Maritime Self-Defense 
Force],” Fenton said. 

Fenton, of Grand Ledge, Mich., 


is retiring after 33 years in the 
Navy. He graduated from the U.S. 
Naval Academy, the U.S. Naval 
Postgraduate School, the Naval 
Test Pilot and other service 
schools. 

“Now is the right time to move 
onto our next adventure,” Fenton 
said. “I absolutely look forward 
to spending time doing things 
that were displaced over the last 
33 years, and I especially look 
forward to doing many of those 
things with my wife, family and 
friends.” 

Fenton, being relieved, saluted 
U.S. Pacific Fleet commander 
Adm. John Aquilino and recalled 
his first day on the job in Japan. 

“Early in the morning on June 
17, 2017,1 got my first wake-up on 
the command cellphone advising 
me the USS Fitzgerald suffered a 
collision at sea,” he said. 

The Fitzgerald, a destroyer, 
ran into the Philippine-flagged 
ACX Crystal cargo ship, killing 
seven sailors. It’s still undergoing 
more than $300 million in repairs 
in Pascagoula, Miss. 

Two months after the Fitzger¬ 
ald collision, another Navy de¬ 
stroyer, the USS John S. McCain, 
collided with a commercial tank¬ 
er, killing another 10 Yokosuka- 
based sailors. 


The McCain, repaired in dry 
dock at Yokosuka, recently took 
its place at the base pier and may 
soon be back in service. 

Fenton dealt firsthand with the 
aftermath of both events. Fort, 
while in Hawaii, was assigned 
to lead the investigation into the 
Fitzgerald collision. 

Together, the collisions caused 
the Navy to reevaluate its train¬ 
ing requirements, operations 
tempo and readiness for sea. 

During his time in Hawaii, Fort 
also worked with the Japan Mari¬ 
time Self-Defense Force, also 
known as the Kaijou Jieitai. 

He hosted the cadet training 
vessel JS Kashima and guided- 
missile destroyer JS Inazuma 
for training, and the helicopter 
carrier JS Ise during Rim of the 
Pacific, the largest international 
maritime warfare exercise. 

“We are thrilled for the op¬ 
portunity to continue to serve 
alongside and work alongside the 
Kaijou Jieitai every day,” Fort 
said during the ceremony. “The 
alliance, the partnership, and the 
friendship of our two nations and 
our two navies has never been 
stronger.” 

lopez.christian@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Clopez_Stripes 
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Navy honors those 
who helped save 
ship after collision 



William McCANN/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


USS John S. McCain sailors listen to Adm. John Aquilino, U.S. Pacific Fleet commander, during an 
awards ceremony aboard the destroyer at Yokosuka Naval Base, Japan, on Wednesday. 


Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — Fifty USS John S. Mc¬ 
Cain sailors have been recog¬ 
nized for bravery and damage 
control efforts two years after 
the destroyer’s deadly collision 
with a commercial vessel near 
Singapore. 

Seven McCain crew mem¬ 
bers who attended a ceremony 
aboard the ship Wednesday were 
presented with medals by U.S. 
Pacific Fleet commander Adm. 
John Aquilino and 7th Fleet com¬ 
mander Vice Adm. Phil Sawyer, a 
Navy statement said. 

“To commemorate on this ship 
what these men and women did is 
both notable and fitting, because 
the memory of their actions rep¬ 
resents the toughness and pride 
of our Navy,” Aquilino said, ac¬ 
cording to the statement. “It also 
helps remind the next generation 
of Sailors the moral character, 
personal sacrifice, and selfless 


commitment required to not give 
up the ship.” 

Confusion among watch-stand- 
ers on the night of Aug. 21, 2017, 
led to a loss of steering control 
and the ship crossed in front 
of a commercial tanker, which 
slammed into a berthing area on 
the McCain’s port side, killing 10 
sailors. It was the second of two 
fatal collisions involving 7th Fleet 
ships that summer. 

Cmdr. Ryan Easterday — who 
took charge of the McCain during 
a ceremony last week attended 
by the late Sen. John McCain’s 
widow, Cindy McCain, and two of 
his children — said untold stories 
of heroism as sailors scrambled to 
save the flooding vessel make up 
the “second, more positive half 
of a painful chapter in the ship’s 
history.” 

“This morning you will hear 
about a crew, that in the midst 
of chaos and calamity, displayed 
exceptional initiative, technical 


competence, teamwork, grit, de¬ 
termination, and an unconquer¬ 
able spirt,” he said, according to 
the statement. 

Overall, the Navy said, seven 
sailors were awarded the Navy 
and Marine Corps Medal, the 
services’ highest noncombat 


decoration awarded for heroism; 
15 were awarded the Navy and 
Marine Corps Commendation 
Medal, and 28 received the Navy 
Achievement Medal. 

The ship spent 11 months in 
dry dock at Yokosuka undergo¬ 
ing repairs before it moved to the 


base pier in November. The Navy 
has not announced when it will 
return to sea, but former McCain 
skipper Cmdr. Micha Murphy 
said during last week’s change of 
command ceremony that it would 
“finally get underway this fall.” 

news@stripes.com 
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Rapper Kid Ink performs Saturday during the Camp Foster Festival. 



Photos by Carlos VAZQUEZ/Stars and Stripes 


Jason Derulo performs using a crutch Saturday during the Camp Foster Festival at the 
Marine base on Okinawa. The platinum-selling singer was injured playing basketball. 


Crowd-pleasers at Camp Foster 


By Carlos M. Vazquez II 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — Popular hip- 
hop artist Kid Ink recently wrapped up a 
whirlwind Pacific tour, where the “Show Me” 
and “Main Chick” rapper performed for thou¬ 
sands of troops at bases in Korea and Japan. 

Sponsored by Armed Forces Entertain¬ 
ment, the six-performance jaunt kicked off 
on July 2 at Osan Air Base, South Korea, and 
ended Tuesday evening at Marine Corps Air 
Station Iwakuni on mainland Japan. 


On Saturday, Kid Ink — who has more than 
100 tattoos on his body — headlined the sec¬ 
ond day of the Fourth of July-themed Camp 
Foster Festival on Okinawa. The opening day 
featured platinum-selling singer-songwriter 
Jason Derulo. 

Derulo, who performed in a wheelchair and 
on crutches because of a basketball injury, 
pleased the crowd with hits like “Whatcha 
Say,” “Ridin’ Solo” and “Talk Dirty.” 

vazquez.carlos@stripes.com 
Twitter: @StripesCarlos 
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US advancing plan for a coalition on Iran 


Gulf: Whirlwind crew uses 
small ship to play big role 


By Robert Burns 

Associated Press 

JOINT BASE MYER-HEN- 
DERSON HALL, Va. — The 
United States will move ahead 
with plans to build a coalition of 
nations to monitor and deter Ira¬ 
nian threats against commercial 
shipping in the Persian Gulf area 
and in a heavy trafficked water¬ 
way between the Arabian Penin¬ 
sula and the Horn of Africa, the 
chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs 
of Staff said Tuesday. 

Marine Gen. Joseph Dunford 
said the Pentagon has developed a 
specific plan, and that he believes 
it will be clear within a couple of 
weeks which nations are willing 
to join the effort. 

Mark Esper, the acting secre¬ 
tary of defense, raised the issue 
last month with allied officials 
at NATO headquarters, but no 

Lawmakers 
in Iran seek 
tolls in strait 

By Joshua Karsten 
Stars and Stripes 

MANAMA, Bahrain — The 
Pentagon said it is committed 
to the “free flow of commerce” 
through the Strait of Hormuz, a 
narrow waterway critical to glob¬ 
al oil shipments, where Iranian 
lawmakers have proposed impos¬ 
ing transit tolls on ships that Teh¬ 
ran deems unfriendly. 

“The Strait of Hormuz is an in¬ 
ternational waterway,” Pentagon 
spokeswoman Cmdr. Rebecca Re- 
barich said in response to a Stars 
and Stripes email query Tuesday. 
“Threats to restrict or close the 
strait impact the international 
community and undermine the 
free flow of commerce. The U.S., 
along with our allies and part¬ 
ners, is committed to freedom of 
navigation and remain well posi¬ 
tioned and postured to preserve 
the free flow of commerce.” 

The response followed Iranian 
media reports of a push by law¬ 
makers to begin parliamentary 
debate this week on proposals 
aimed at countering U.S. sanc¬ 
tions, including imposing tolls on 
shipping. 

The strait, which at its narrow¬ 
est point is about 20 miles wide, 
includes the territorial waters of 
Iran and Oman. Although tolls 
exist for manmade canals that 
exist entirely within one country, 
such as the Panama Canal, mari¬ 
time legal experts say tolls would 
not be permissible in what has 
long been considered an interna¬ 
tional transit point. 

The proposed tolls would seek 
to “compensate” Iran for security 
expenses along the strait, law¬ 
maker Amirhossein Qazizadeh 
Hashemi said to multiple Iranian 
media outlets Sunday. 

“If Iran is the real guarantor 
(of security) in the region and 
in international waters, then the 
parliament believes that ... all 


nations were ready to commit to 
participating. Esper said at the 
time that the plans would have to 
be further refined. 

Dunford said he discussed the 
matter Tuesday with Esper and 
Secretary of State Mike Pom- 
peo, and that plans are coming 
together. 

“We’re getting ready now to 
move out,” Dunford told a small 
group of reporters at Joint Base 
Myer-Henderson Hall, Va. “We 
have a pretty clear concept of 
what we want to do.” 

He suggested that the proj¬ 
ect could begin with a small 
coalition. 

“This will be scalable. So, with 
a small number of contributors 
we can have a small mission and 
we’ll expand that as the number 
of nations that are willing to par¬ 
ticipate identify themselves,” he 
said. 


ships in the region should pay 
the cost in the form of tolls, based 
on international norms, and due 
to conduct of the United States,” 
Hashemi said in an interview 
with the Tehran-based Sobhe 
No’ newspaper. Tolls would be 
collected from “unfriendly coun¬ 
tries, meaning those who have no 
trade relations with us and have 
recognized US sanctions (against 
Iran),” Hashemi said. 

Collecting tolls at the strait 
wouldn’t comply with interna¬ 
tional agreements, Thomas Cal¬ 
lender, a senior fellow for defense 
programs at The Heritage Foun¬ 
dation and former Navy subma¬ 
rine officer, told The Washington 
Examiner on Monday. 

“There’s no question whatsoev¬ 
er about the rights of commercial 
vessels and tankers transiting 
the Strait of Hormuz and that 
they have this right to transit 
unimpeded,” Callender said, ac¬ 
cording to the Examiner. “To be 
trying to charge essentially tax 
to pass through this is a form of 
extortion.” 

If tolls were imposed, ships 
that paid them might run afoul of 
U.S. sanctions, which could lead 
to them losing access to the U.S. 
financial system and the ability to 


He said the U.S. military’s 
main role would be to provide 
“maritime domain awareness” 
— intelligence and surveillance 
information — to the ships of 
coalition partners that would 
conduct patrols in vulnerable wa¬ 
terways like the Strait of Hormuz, 
which separates the Persian Gulf 
from the Gulf of Oman, as well 
as the Bab el Mandeb, a heavily 
trafficked strait between Yemen 
on the Arabian Peninsula and 
Djibouti and Eritrea in the Horn 
of Africa. 

Any escorting of commercial 
ships would be done by military 
ships sailing under the flag of the 
commercial vessel, he said. 

The initiative was triggered last 
month by Trump administration 
concerns that Iran was behind re¬ 
cent attacks on commercial ships 
in the Persian Gulf region. 


Will HARDY/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


do business with the United States 
or U.S. companies. Roughly one- 
fifth of the world’s crude oil tran¬ 
sits through the Strait of Hormuz, 
according to the American Soci¬ 
ety of International Law. 

Iran has repeatedly threatened 
to close the 35-mile-long water¬ 
way to stop oil traffic if U.S. sanc¬ 
tions threaten Iranian oil exports. 
The United Nations Convention of 
the Law of the Sea, which Iran has 
signed but not ratified, considers 
closure of the strait illegal. 

Already high tensions in the 
region soared last month after 
Tehran shot down a U.S. military 
surveillance drone. The U.S. said 
the drone was flying over interna¬ 
tional waters, while Iran said the 
drone had entered its territory. 

The U.S. was poised to launch 
a retaliatory strike on Iran but 
pulled back at the last minute. 

Since then, the Trump ad¬ 
ministration has sent additional 
ground troops, an aircraft car¬ 
rier strike group, an amphibious 
readiness group and a bomber 
squadron to the region, where it 
maintains multiple bases in part¬ 
ner nations. 

karsten.joshua@stripes.com 
Twitter: @joshua_karsten 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

A 178-foot patrol boat, the 
Whirlwind is one of 21 forward 
deployed ships with the U.S. 
5th Fleet in Manama, Bahrain, 
that carry out surveillance 
and operations such as board¬ 
ing and searching suspicious 
vessels. The stated aim of the 
mission is to ensure freedom 
of navigation and commerce 
in one of the world’s most vital 
waterways. 

Last month, when limpet 
mines blasted two petro¬ 
chemical tankers in the Gulf 
of Oman, forcing both crews to 
abandon ship as thick plumes 
of black smoke rose into the air, 
the U.S. Navy responded to the 
distress calls. Those incidents 
came after Emirati authori¬ 
ties said four ships had been 
sabotaged in the United Arab 
Emirates port of Fujairah. 

The United States has 
blamed Iran for the attacks. 
Iran denies carrying them 
out. 

They came against a back¬ 
drop of increasing friction be¬ 
tween Tehran and Washington 
after the Trump administra¬ 
tion last year withdrew from 
the landmark nuclear deal and 
reimposed economic sanctions 
on Iran. On Monday, Iran ex¬ 
ceeded the cap limit on urani¬ 
um enrichment set by the 2015 
accord that Tehran negotiated 
with the United States and 
world powers, according to a 
spokesman for Iran’s Atomic 
Energy Organization. 

The Pentagon dispatched 
about 2,500 additional troops 
to the Persian Gulf region last 
month, citing information that 
Iran was planning to harm 
U.S. interests. The show of 
force included the deployment 
of an aircraft carrier and am¬ 
phibious assault ship. 

Of all its military assets, the 
Navy is the United States’ most 
visible deterrent. 

Liu would not go into the 
details of additional force pro¬ 
tection put in place in recent 
months. 

“We’re basically ready to re¬ 
spond to any kind of regional 
adversary action,” said Liu, of 
San Diego, whose command of 
the Whirlwind is his first after 
13 years in the Navy. “We are 
trained to defend the ship; we 
are trained to fight and ready 
to fight. We are postured to 
take action if necessary in the 
region against any threats in 
the region.” 

Despite the drama of the 
past few months, for the sail¬ 
ors patrolling the waterway, 
it’s been business as usual. 

On a searing hot day last 
week, the Whirlwind cast off 


from port in Manama to carry 
out a joint exercise with its sis¬ 
ter ship, the USS Hurricane. 
The Whirlwind clipped along 
at a speed of 32 knots, passing 
traditional wooden dhows and 
oil tankers. One-fifth of the 
world’s oil passes through the 
Strait of Hormuz, where ship¬ 
ping lanes narrow to just a few 
miles across. 

A large part of the patrol 
boat’s mission is surveillance, 
Liu said. “We look at what peo¬ 
ple are doing, patterns of life.” 

The Whirlwind is one of the 
smallest vessels in the U.S. 
Navy, and it’s all hands on 
deck for the four officers and 
26 enlisted sailors on board. 
Culinary specialist Jonathan 
Osuna, who ducks below deck 
to cook spaghetti and meat- 
balls, also drives the ship into 
port. 

“Because we are so small, 
pretty much everybody does 
everything,” said Lt. Erik 
Anastos, operations officer, 
who is from Arlington, Va. 

After the raising of a huge 
American flag, the crew is 
ordered to be “ready for ad¬ 
versary action,” manning the 
weapons stations that include 
four mounted machine guns 
and a Griffin missile system. 
They haul on their helmets 
and body armor. 

“When we man gun quar¬ 
ters, the whole crew is in¬ 
volved in some fashion,” said 
Lt. Austin Nodolf, weapons of¬ 
ficer. “The people who handle 
the lines, the IT men, basically 
every kind of rig operates the 
gun mounts.” 

At the back of the ship is a 
boat deck with a seven-meter 
rib, which can slide into the 
water so the crew can board 
other ships. But the only time 
it’s been used in recent months 
was in a goodwill mission in 
cooperation with the Qatari 
navy. The crew coordinates 
closely with allied navies in 
the region, including those of 
Bahrain, Iraq, Saudi Arabia 
and the UAE. 

The ship will spend a maxi¬ 
mum of about 10 days on pa¬ 
trol out of port at a time. In 
between, the crew carries out 
routine exercises. 

The temperature in Mana¬ 
ma has been hovering around 
110 degrees. But on the deck of 
the four-engine ship, the ther¬ 
mometer hits 120 degrees. 

So while there has been a 
growing prospect of hostilities 
with Iran, the most immediate 
challenge is the heat, accord¬ 
ing to hospital corpsman Jose 
Gonzalez, of Texas, who is 
tasked with handling anything 
medical-related onboard. 



Lt. j.g. Christopher Monroe looks through binoculars on the bridge 
of the USS McFaul while transiting the Strait of Hormuz in May. Iran 
is considering imposing tolls on ships in the strait amid tensions. 
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China urges US to scrap Taiwan arms sale 



Thomas ALVAREz/Courtesy of the Idaho Army National Guard 


An M1A2 Abrams tank trains at Orchard Combat Training Center in 
Boise, Idaho, in February. A plan to sell more than $2 billion worth 
of military hardware to Taiwan includes Abrams tanks. 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

China is demanding that the 
United States scrap a plan to sell 
more than $2 billion worth of mil¬ 
itary hardware, including M1A2 
Abrams tanks and Stinger anti¬ 
aircraft missiles, to Taiwan. 

Such a deal violates interna¬ 
tional law, norms of international 
relations and the “One China” 
policy and interferes in China’s 
internal affairs, undermining 
the nation’s sovereignty and se¬ 
curity, Foreign Ministry spokes¬ 
man Geng Shuang told reporters 
Tuesday, according to the state- 
run Global Times newspaper. 

Under “One China,” the U.S. 
acknowledges Beijing’s view 
that it has sovereignty over Tai¬ 
wan but considers its status as 
unsettled. The island split from 
the mainland in 1949 and is 
self-governing. 

“The Chinese side is strongly 
dissatisfied with and firmly op¬ 


posed to the U.S. plan to sell arms 
to Taiwan,” Geng said. “We have 
lodged stem representations with 
the U.S. side on this.” 


He called on the U.S. to “im¬ 
mediately cancel” the deal before 
it harms the countries’ ties and 
peace and stability in the region. 


The sale could include 254 
Stingers, 108 Abrams tanks and 
hundreds of machine guns, am¬ 
munition and other equipment, 
according to statements by the 
Pentagon’s Defense Security and 
Cooperation Agency announcing 
the State Department’s assent to 
the deal Monday. It is worth more 
than $2 billion. 

The move comes as the U.S. 
and China clash over trade and 
freedom of navigation in the 
South China Sea. 

The U.S. supports peaceful 
reunification of the island with 
the mainland but is committed 
to helping Taiwan defend itself 
if it is attacked, according to 
Carl Baker, executive director of 
the Pacific Forum think tank in 
Hawaii. 

U.S. Navy ships have transited 
the Taiwan Strait eight times in 
the past year, moves that draw 
strong protests from Beijing. 
France and Canada have also 
sent ships through the strait. 


It’s unclear how effective the 
Abrams tanks would be in the 
defense of Taiwan, Baker said in 
a phone interview Wednesday. 
However, the arms sale is likely 
to go ahead despite Chinese pro¬ 
tests and signals America’s com¬ 
mitment to the defense of the 
island, he said. 

There have been recent moves 
by the U.S. showing commitment 
to Taiwan that include visits by 
senior officials. 

And Taiwan was referred to 
as a “country” in an Indo-Pa- 
cific Strategy report released 
last month by the Department of 
Defense. 

“That has symbolic signifi¬ 
cance,” Baker said. 

“We’re trying to show that we 
really do support Taiwan as an 
independent entity without going 
beyond what we are required to 
do under the ‘One China’ policy,” 
he said. 


robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 


In a first, Chinese military deploys 
for medical drill with German forces 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 



Dirk BANNERT/Courtesy of the German army 


Chinese troops unload a Role 2 mobile hospital for exercise 
Combined Aid 2019 in Feldkirchen, Germany, last week. 


STUTTGART, Germany — 
The Chinese army for the first 
time has deployed armored medi¬ 
cal vehicles and personnel to Eu¬ 
rope to conduct training with 
the German military, marking a 
groundbreaking foray into NATO 
territory. 

The exercise, dubbed Com¬ 
bined Aid 2019 and involving 
about 100 Chinese People’s Lib¬ 
eration Army medics, is a joint 
drill in the Bavarian town of Feld¬ 
kirchen focused on responding to 
a simulated cholera outbreak. 

The exercise takes place at a 
time of growing strains between 
the German government and the 
Trump administration over a 
range of issues, including Berlin’s 
laggard defense spending and 
Germany’s support for a natural 
gas pipeline from Russia. 

“The participating teams will 
practice joint command and con¬ 
trol and will learn to cooperate 
in treating and managing mass 
casualties in large-scale disease 
outbreaks,” the Chinese Defense 
Ministry said in multiple state- 
controlled media outlets as the 
exercises began last week. 

The two-week exercise set to 


end July 17 has garnered head¬ 
lines in China, where the training 
in Germany was characterized as 
part of an effort to strengthen ties 
with European nations. 

Yue Gang, a retired PLA colo¬ 
nel, told the South China Morning 
Post that the exercise was a break¬ 
through given that NATO is wary 
of China’s military development. 

“The PLA in the future will 
need to go abroad to protect Chi¬ 
na’s overseas interests in coun¬ 
tries along the Belt and Road 
Initiative, and if there could be 
some basic mutual trust and un¬ 
derstanding with NATO forces, 
the risk of potential conflict 
could be greatly mitigated,” 
Gang told the Hong Kong-based 
newspaper. 

Beijing is developing a global 
network of ports, railways and 
roads to advance its trade inter¬ 
ests, including in Europe, as part 
of its Belt and Road campaign. 

However, recent moves by 
China on NATO’s turf have at¬ 
tracted U.S. scrutiny. At U.S. 
European Command headquar¬ 
ters in Stuttgart, officials have 
expressed concern about China 
purchasing stakes in numer¬ 
ous European ports, as well as 
China’s “polar silk road” Arctic 
ambitions. 


Jorge Benitez, a NATO ex¬ 
pert with the Atlantic Council 
in Washington, said Germany’s 
hosting of the Chinese military 
and the way it is playing in China 
“gives the impression that NATO 
allies are disagreeing with the 
U.S. and seeking better relations 
with China.” 

“The presence of the Chinese 
military in Germany for this ex¬ 
ercise creates very bad optics for 
Germany, NATO and the U.S. and 
is a cheap propaganda victory for 
China,” Benitez said. 

German defense officials have 
played down such concerns, say¬ 
ing the exercise is about protect¬ 
ing civilians from disease and 
epidemics. 

“It helps to support the require¬ 
ments in order to interact in a joint 
UN medical scenario,” the Ger¬ 
man army said in a statement. 

The two countries conducted a 
similar exercise in China in 2016 
and plan to continue training 
together in the future, German 
military officials said. 

China’s military brought new 
medical equipment for the drills, 
including “a new generation” 
field tent hospital system, tracked 
and wheeled armored ambu¬ 
lances and other gear to “demon¬ 


strate the new developments and 
achievements of field ambulance 
technology vehicle made by the 
Chinese army,” the Defense Min¬ 
istry statement said. 

The exercise, while small and 
not focused on combat, comes 
as Washington attempts to pres¬ 
sure its allies in Europe to take a 
tougher stance on China. 

In recent months, it has intensi¬ 
fied pressure on NATO members 
to avoid China’s Huawei 5G tele¬ 
com infrastructure, which Amer¬ 
ican officials say poses a threat 
and would force Washington to 
cease certain types of informa¬ 
tion sharing. 

But the U.S. also is trying to 
unite allies at a time when Ber¬ 


lin and Washington have been at 
odds on a range of issues, includ¬ 
ing German defense spending 
levels and trade disagreements. 

On Monday, a German govern¬ 
ment spokesman also rejected a 
request by the U.S. that Berlin 
send ground troops to Syria to 
provide relief for American forc¬ 
es that are part of the anti-Islamic 
State coalition. 

Last month President Donald 
Trump threatened to shift up to 
2,000 troops from Germany to 
Poland, in part because “Germa¬ 
ny is not living up to what they are 
supposed to be doing with respect 
to NATO, and Poland is.” 

vandiver.john@stripes.com 
Twitter: @john_vandiver 



/ STARSlSlSTRIPES> 


Find out the best installations in the Pacific, chosen by your fellow Stars and Stripes readers! 


i WHO IS THE BEST 

OF 2019? 

Available inside July 19 Stars and Stripes newspaper (Pacific Theater only) 

















Thursday, July 11,2019 


Stars and Stripes 


xmmmmi'i 


Page 9 


MILITARY _ 

Admiral: No plans to house border migrants at Gitmo 


By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

There have been no discussions to use an 
under-construction contingency mass mi¬ 
gration complex at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba 
to house migrants seeking asylum at the 
U.S. border with Mexico, the military’s top 
official for operations in South and Central 
America said Tuesday. 

“No discussion or order has been given 
to me to prepare that site for southwest 
border flow,” Adm. Craig Faller, com¬ 
mander of U.S. Southern Command, said 
during testimony before the Senate Armed 
Services Committee subpanel on emerg¬ 
ing threats and capabilities. 

The hearing focused on SOUTHCOM’s 
defense strategy. 

The $23 million contract in question was 


awarded Feb. 22 and includes site shaping 
for tents; concrete pads for camp headquar¬ 
ters; galleys and trash bins; perimeter and 
service roads; and a mass notification sys¬ 
tem, according to an announcement about 
the project from the Defense Department. 

The contract also funds utility systems, 
exterior lighting, a vehicle parking area 
and the removal of two family housing 
trailer units. Work is estimated for comple¬ 
tion in December. 

“Are you aware of this contract and have 
you been part of any discussions of what 
that mass migration complex is going to 
be used for?” asked Sen. Jeanne Shaheen, 
D-N.H. 

One of the missions of SOUTHCOM is 
mass migration operations, and it has con¬ 
ducted operations at this site in the past 
with migrants from Cuba and Haiti, Faller 


said. The new funding will transition the 
current site, which turns to mud after it 
rains and can hold a couple of hundred 
people, to one that could support “tens of 
thousands” in a “very spartan camp,” Fall¬ 
er said. 

Sen. Mazie K. Hirono, D-Hawaii, also 
expressed concern about the facility. 

“Any news reports that say that there 
is a potential for housing these people at 
Guantanamo Bay would be mistaken?” she 
asked. 

“I’ve seen the same news reports, sena¬ 
tor, but the program money and the project 
we’re overseeing and the mission we have 
are for mass migration and not the south¬ 
west border,” Faller said. 

He agreed to notify the committee if dis¬ 
cussions begin about housing asylum-seek¬ 
ers arriving at the U.S. southern border in 


Cuba. 

Faller said soldiers use the facility at 
Guantanamo for training exercises re¬ 
lated to this mass migration mission and 
that he’s personally seen the construction 
underway. 

Meanwhile, the Department of Home¬ 
land Security is turning to the Defense 
Department for other options to house mi¬ 
grants, primarily from Central America, 
who are seeking asylum at the U.S. border 
with Mexico. 

The Defense Department agreed in May 
to build six tents along the border to detain 
adult migrants. The department has also 
agreed to allow the Department of Health 
and Human Services to house migrant 
children at Fort Sill, Okla. 

thayer.rose@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Rose_Lori 


Amazon, Microsoft battle 
over Pentagon’s ‘war cloud’ 


This is really the cloud sweepstakes, 
which is why there are such fierce 
lawsuits, f 

Daniel Ives 

Wedbush Securities analyst 


From left, President Donald Trump; Satya Nadella, chief executive 
officer of Microsoft; and Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos take part in an 
American Technology Council roundtable in 2017.Amazon and 
Microsoft are competing for a $10 billion U.S. military contract. 


By Matt O’Brien 

Associated Press 

Amazon and Microsoft are 
battling it out over a $10 billion 
opportunity to build the U.S. mili¬ 
tary its first “war cloud” comput¬ 
ing system. But Amazon’s early 
hopes of a shock-and-awe victory 
may be slipping away. 

Formally called the Joint En¬ 
terprise Defense Infrastructure 
plan, or JEDI, the military’s com¬ 
puting project would store and 
process vast amounts of classi¬ 
fied data, allowing the Pentagon 
to use artificial intelligence to 
speed up its war planning and 
fighting capabilities. 

The Defense Department 
hopes to award the winner-take- 
all contract as soon as August. 
Oracle and IBM were eliminated 
at an earlier round of the contract 
competition. 

But that’s only if the project 
isn’t derailed first. It faces a legal 
challenge by Oracle and growing 
congressional concerns about al¬ 
leged Pentagon favoritism toward 
Amazon. 

Military officials hope to get 
started soon on what will be a 
decadelong business partnership 
they describe as vital to national 
security. 

“This is not your grandfather’s 
internet,” said Daniel Goure, vice 
president of the Lexington In¬ 
stitute, a defense-oriented think 
tank. “You’re talking about a 
cloud where you can go from the 


Pentagon literally to the soldier 
on the battlefield carrying classi¬ 
fied information.” 

Amazon was considered an 
early favorite when the Pentagon 
began detailing its cloud needs in 
2017, but its candidacy has been 
marred by an Oracle allegation 
that Amazon executives and the 
Pentagon have been overly cozy. 
Oracle has a final chance to make 
its case against Amazon — and 
the integrity of the government’s 
bidding process — in a court 
hearing Wednesday. 

“This is really the cloud sweep- 
stakes, which is why there are 
such fierce lawsuits,” said Wed¬ 
bush Securities analyst Daniel 
Ives. 

Ives said an opportunity that 
was a “no brainer” for Amazon a 
year ago now seems just as likely 
to go to Microsoft, which has spent 
the past year burnishing its cre¬ 
dentials to meet the government’s 
security requirements. 

For years, Amazon Web Servic¬ 
es has been the industry leader in 
moving businesses and other in¬ 
stitutions onto its cloud — a term 
used to describe banks of servers 


in remote data centers that can be 
accessed from almost anywhere. 
But Microsoft’s Azure cloud plat¬ 
form has been steadily catching 
up, as have other providers such 
as Google, in both corporate and 
government settings. 

With an acronym evoking “Star 
Wars” and a price tag of up to $10 
billion over the next decade, JEDI 
has attracted more attention than 
most cloud deals. A cloud strate¬ 
gy document unveiled by the De¬ 
fense Department last year calls 
for replacing the military’s “dis¬ 
jointed and stove-piped informa¬ 
tion systems” with a commercial 
cloud service “that will empower 
the warfighter with data and is 
critical to maintaining our mili¬ 
tary’s technological advantage.” 

In a court filing last month, 
Lt. Gen. Bradford Shwedo said 
further delays in the Oracle case 
will “hamper our critical efforts 
in AI” as the U.S. tries to main¬ 
tain its advantage over adversar¬ 
ies who are “weaponizing their 
use of data.” Shwedo said JEDI’s 
computing capabilities could 
help the U.S. analyze data col¬ 
lected from surveillance aircraft, 


predict when equipment needs 
maintenance and speed up com¬ 
munications if fiber and satellite 
connections go down. 

Amazon was considered a 
front-runner for the project in 
part because of its high security 
cloud contract with the Central 
Intelligence Agency. It beat out 
IBM for that deal in 2013. 

Worried that the Pentagon’s bid 
seemed tailor-made for Amazon, 
rivals Oracle and IBM lodged 
formal protests last year arguing 
against the decision to award it to 
a single vendor. 

In an October blog post, IBM 
executive Sam Gordy wrote that 
a single-cloud approach went 
against industry trends and 
“would give bad actors just one 
target to focus on should they 


want to undermine the military’s 
IT backbone.” 

The Government Account¬ 
ability Office dismissed those 
protests, but Oracle took its case 
to the Court of Federal Claims, 
where it pointed to emails and 
other documents that it says show 
conflicts of interest between Am¬ 
azon and the government. 

Oral arguments in that case 
began Wednesday. The case has 
delayed the procurement pro¬ 
cess. The Pentagon says it hopes 
to award the contract as early as 
Aug. 23. 

Oracle’s argument is centered 
on the activities of a Defense De¬ 
partment official who later went 
to work for Amazon. Amazon says 
Oracle has exaggerated that em¬ 
ployee’s role in the procurement. 
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Private sector 
tops Pentagon in 
cyber recruiting 



Jesus PARTiDA/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


Air Force cyber operators participate in Exercise Black Demon in May at Fort Sam Houston, Texas. The 
Pentagon struggles to recruit tech talent to fill out the ranks of its cybersecurity mission against high- 
paying positions that companies in the private sector offer. 


By Patrick Kelley 
CQ-Roll Call 

WASHINGTON — The Pen¬ 
tagon’s cybersecurity mission is 
facing a classic supply and de¬ 
mand problem: There’s a nation¬ 
wide shortage of tech talent and 
an oversupply of jobs. 

That leaves the Pentagon 
starved of the cyber sentries 
needed to defend its digital net¬ 
works as the nation’s top com¬ 
puter scientists and software 
engineers often choose careers 
in the private sector that offer fat 
salaries and generous benefits. 

“They are so talented and in 
such high demand,” then-acting 
Defense Secretary Pat Shanahan 
said of the Pentagon’s red team 
members, cybersecurity experts 
who test and defend Defense De¬ 
partment computer networks, at 
a Senate Defense Appropriations 
Subcommittee hearing in May. 
“We really get out-recruited.” 

If there was ever a time the 
Pentagon would not want to lose 
the recruiting battle with the 
private sector, it’s now. The Chi¬ 
nese, Russians and Iranians have 
all hacked important aspects of 
American society since 2016. 
Moscow and Tehran targeted 
U.S. elections, and Beijing has 
hacked U.S. defense contractors, 
highlighting the Pentagon’s need 
for cyber defenders. 

Offensively, the Pentagon will 
also increasingly need tech ex¬ 
pertise. The military plans to 
soon integrate artificial intelli¬ 
gence technology into its weapons 
systems, an endeavor that would 
give war machines advanced ca¬ 
pabilities and rely on yet-to-be- 
implemented 5G wireless internet 
technology. 

These tasks are monumental. 
Some of them may be done by 
entities on the Pentagon’s pe¬ 
riphery, like defense contractors. 
Others, like those done by the red 
teams, must be carried out by the 
government. 

Capitol Hill knows that and is 
nudging the Defense Department 


to create a pipeline from top U.S. 
universities to the Pentagon. 

But that pipeline will need to 
offer strong incentives to steer 
recruits with some of the highest 
earning potential of all college 
students away from the private 
sector. 

“Students have many choices 
these days,” Sally Luzader, man¬ 
ager of corporate relations at 
Purdue University’s Department 
of Computer Science, said in an 
email. “So the top candidates, es¬ 
pecially, have the luxury of being 
very selective.” 

Those graduates, sought by 
massive tech companies, startups 
and even Wall Street, often choose 
between multiple lucrative job of¬ 
fers at salary levels reserved for 
veteran government employees. 

“It’s hard to beat the pay,” said 
Sibin Mohan, a computer science 
professor at the University of Il¬ 
linois, whose 2018 computer en¬ 
gineering graduates — the talent 
the Pentagon struggles to recruit 
and retain — earned an average 
starting salary of $99,741. 

That salary level for 20-some- 
thing computer nerds rivals the 
top level of what some govern¬ 
ment workers earn in the Wash¬ 
ington metropolitan area. 

The government pays its em¬ 
ployees according to its “GS” 
salary table, a 15-tier pay scale 
with 10 different salaries at each 
grade. The average Illinois com¬ 
puter engineering graduate from 
2018 earns $569 more per year 
than a GS-13 Step 1 employee in 
the Washington area, with the 
maximum amount a GS can make 
in the capital being $166,500 per 
year. 

West Coast companies like 
Amazon, Microsoft and Uber are 
recruiting those students well be¬ 
fore they graduate, and the local 
climate is part of the draw. A lot 
of people want to live in Califor¬ 
nia, “as opposed to say living in 
D.C.,” Mohan said. 

But it is smaller tech compa¬ 
nies that are escalating the bid¬ 
ding war. 


“Startups are ready to pay 
extra money just to attract stu¬ 
dents away from some of these 
big names,” Mohan said. 

Back on the East Coast, Wall 
Street quantitative trading busi¬ 
nesses are showering computer 
geniuses with cash to help shave 
lucrative nanoseconds off trans¬ 
action times. 

In recruiting tech talent, the 
government simply can’t outbid 
the private sector. Luckily for the 
Pentagon, some of the country’s 
brightest college graduates aren’t 
solely motivated by money. 

“I know students who’ve had 
offers from the Wall Street firms, 
a decent amount of money, and 
turned it down because they were 
not excited about it,” Mohan said. 
“If the government agencies show 
them the cool work that can be 
done, then some students might 
be attracted to it.” 

So-called “cool” work for re¬ 
cent grads could very well be 
their deciding factor between 
jobs. Those jobs could include 
the short-staffed red teams at the 
Pentagon and other cybersecuri¬ 
ty roles across the government. 

“Students often want to work 
on ‘cool’ projects,” Luzader said. 

William Crumpler, a research 
assistant at the Center for Stra¬ 
tegic and International Studies 
who has studied the federal cyber 


workforce gap, said government 
cyber programs need to “focus on 
the coolness factor.” 

By this logic, the Pentagon 
would do well to shed its stiff, top- 
down image, which some veter¬ 
ans say is a myth. 

“I’ve been lots of places that 
are not the military that were 
way more rigid than my experi¬ 
ence both at the [U.S. Naval Acad¬ 
emy] and onboard a submarine,” 
said J.P. Mellor, a Naval Academy 
graduate and head of the com¬ 
puter science and software en¬ 
gineering program at the Rose 
Hulman Institute of Technology. 
“There was plenty of room (in the 
military) for my creativity.” 

Mellor left the Navy decades 
ago, but sees ample room for in¬ 
novation on the Pentagon’s red 
teams. 

“That’s a super-creative activ¬ 
ity,” Mellor said. “You have to try 
to figure out what could go wrong 
here or how can I turn it on its 
head?” 

Mohan agrees, saying working 
on teams tasked with testing net¬ 
work security — hacking, essen¬ 
tially — “becomes a bit of an art 
and not completely a science.” 

One reason — perhaps the 
main reason — the Pentagon has 
trouble filling these jobs is its 
sales pitch, or lack of one. 

Mellor couldn’t recall the De¬ 


fense Department recruiting on 
Rose-Hulman’s Terre Haute, 
Ind., campus, but said his students 
often intern and later start careers 
at the companies with structured 
internship programs that recruit 
the students in person. 

A provision in the House version 
of the fiscal 2020 defense spend¬ 
ing bill would direct the Pentagon 
to hire like private companies, 
saying the Pentagon should work 
with universities to recruit cyber- 
skilled students during their 
junior and senior years, giving 
them time to complete the requi¬ 
site security clearance. 

“That would totally do it,” Mel¬ 
lor said. “I think that’s a great 
strategy.” 

But Mellor would advise the 
Pentagon not to wait until the stu¬ 
dents’ junior years. 

Many Rose-Hulman students, 
like those at other universities, 
often start internships after their 
freshman year, return to school 
and spread the word about their 
apprenticeships, sometimes re¬ 
cruiting classmates to apply to 
the company where they worked. 

The result is job security be¬ 
fore graduation, with more than 
90% of Rose-Hulman students 
accepting full-time job offers be¬ 
fore their senior year final exams, 
Mellor said. 


Marines: Bonuses offered to retain skilled Marines in high-demand fields 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

The lateral move initiative may not be 
coupled with any of the fiscal year’s four 
“kicker” bonuses, including the early reen¬ 
listment incentive. 

First-term riflemen, machine gunners, 
mortarmen, assaultmen or anti-tank gun¬ 
ners who accept the terms for transfer into 
the infantry squad leader specialty as part 
of the Squad Leader Development Pro¬ 
gram are also not eligible for the 72-month 
lateral move bonus. They are eligible for 


the primary specialty bonus of $54,000 for 
corporals and $57,000 for sergeants and 
above. 

A second program that aims at retaining 
ground combat Marines to serve as infan¬ 
try squad leaders offers a $20,000 kicker 
for first-term Marine riflemen who reen¬ 
list for 48 months and agree to stay at a 
certain unit for at least 75% of their second 
term. 

Assaultmen in the 0351 specialty, which 
the Corps is phasing out, are also eligible 
for the 0311 rifleman specialty’s reen¬ 


listment bonus — up to $8,000 — and the 
$20,000 kicker. 

Marines in some aviation and air traffic 
control fields with certain qualifications 
can also earn kickers of up to $20,000 in 
addition to any reenlistment bonus offered 
for their job field, the bulletin said. Pilots 
were already eligible for bonuses ranging 
between $45,000 and $280,000, depending 
on the aircraft and length of reenlistment, 
as the service aims to fend off competition 
from commercial airlines. 

Other services also have offered a va¬ 


riety of reenlistment bonuses and promo¬ 
tions for select career fields in the past 
year. 

In February, the Air Force offered bo¬ 
nuses of up to $90,000 for airmen reenlist¬ 
ing in some of the 89 eligible jobs. 

Last year, the Navy said it will promote 
petty officers who take “hard jobs in hard 
locations,” as well as bonuses for other 
skills needed to man a growing fleet. 

dennis.christopher@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chrisbdennis 
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Study: Veterans' 
support of Trump 
outstrips public's 



Christopher BoucHARD/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


Spc. Jeffrey Jupp observes an engagement area during mortar training in eastern Afghanistan last 
December. A Pew survey said that veterans approve of President Donald Trump by a greater degree 
than does the general public. 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump, who has often 
struggled with low approval rat¬ 
ings, has more support from 
veterans than other Americans 
when it comes to his national se¬ 
curity decisions, according to the 
Pew Research Center. 

Veterans are more approving 
than other Americans regarding 
Trump’s actions at the U.S.-Mex- 
ico border, his withdrawal from 
the Iran nuclear weapons deal, 
the ban on transgender people en¬ 
tering the military, his dealings 
with Russia and his idea to cre¬ 
ate a new branch of the military 
called the Space Force. 

The findings come from a re¬ 
port released Wednesday by 
Pew, a nonpartisan think tank. 
Pew surveyed a sample of 1,284 
veterans and 1,087 other adults 
in May and June and compared 
their answers. The think tank 
drew participants from a panel 
of randomly selected adults who 
are representative of the United 
States in terms of age, gender, ed¬ 
ucation, income and geographic 


region. 

About Trump’s overall perfor¬ 
mance, a majority of veterans 
approve of the way he’s handling 
the duties of commander in chief 
and about half said his policies 
have made the military stronger 
— more positive responses than 
from the general public. 

As with Americans overall, 
there are deep partisan divides 
among veterans. 

In part, Pew attributes the gap 
in views to the fact that veterans 
are more likely to identify with 
the Republican Party. Nearly 
60% of veterans identify with the 
GOP, compared to 44% of other 
Americans, Pew said. 

However, Pew found that even 
within the GOP, veterans are 
more supportive of Trump’s deci¬ 
sions than other Republicans. 

“Even after taking these parti¬ 
san differences into account, vet¬ 
erans stand out from the public in 
some instances, with Republican 
veterans particularly enthusi¬ 
astic about the president’s lead¬ 
ership on military issues,” the 
report reads. 

For instance, while 81% of non¬ 
veteran Republicans said they ap¬ 


proved of how Trump is handling 
the role of commander in chief, 
92% of Republican veterans do. 

There’s also a gap between 
Republican veterans and other 
Republicans on the issue of the 
Trump administration’s ban on 
transgender servicemembers — 
78% of veterans approve of it ver¬ 
sus 57% of Republicans overall. 
On Trump’s decision to withdraw 
from the Iran nuclear deal, 82% 
of veterans approved, compared 
with 65% of other Republicans. 

Despite their support, about 
half of Republican and Democrat¬ 
ic veterans said Trump doesn’t 


listen enough to military leaders 
when making national security 
decisions. 

“A similar share say they have 
little trust in him to make the 
right decisions about the use of 
military force,” the report reads. 

Democrats were far less sup¬ 
portive of Trump’s national se¬ 
curity decisions and his overall 
performance. Just 6% of veterans 
who identify as Democrats said 
they approved of the way that 
Trump was handling the role of 
commander in chief, and 8% of 
other Democrats did. 

The partisan divide mirrors 


views from veterans during for¬ 
mer President Barack Obama’s 
administration. A Pew report 
from2011 found 77% of Democrat¬ 
ic veterans approved of Obama as 
commander in chief, while 81% of 
Republicans disapproved. 

According to a poll this week 
from ABC News and the Washing¬ 
ton Post, Trump’s approval rating 
has reached the highest point of 
his presidency as the 2020 elec¬ 
tion campaign intensifies. The 
poll found 44% of Americans ap¬ 
prove of the job that he’s doing. 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 


Survey: Vets say Afghanistan, Iraq wars not worth it 


By Nikki Wentling 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — About two-thirds of vet¬ 
erans think the Iraq War was not worth fight¬ 
ing, and more than 50% think the same about 
the war in Afghanistan, according to the Pew 
Research Center. 

Pew, a nonpartisan think tank, released re¬ 
sults of a new study Wednesday in which 64% 
of veterans said the Iraq War wasn’t worth 
fighting, considering the costs versus benefit 
to the United States. Of the ongoing war in Af¬ 
ghanistan, 58% of veterans said the same. 

Pew surveyed a sample of 1,284 veterans 
and 1,087 other adults in May and June and 
compared their answers. The think tank drew 
participants from a panel of randomly select¬ 


ed adults who are representative of the United 
States in terms of age, gender, education, in¬ 
come and geographic region. 

The results for nonveterans was about the 
same: 62% said the Iraq War wasn’t worth 
fighting and 59% felt the war in Afghanistan 
isn’t either. 

Opinions didn’t change based on whether 
the veterans served in the wars. 

“Veterans who served in either Iraq or Af¬ 
ghanistan are no more supportive of those 
wars than those who did not serve in these 
wars,” the study reads. “And views do not dif¬ 
fer based on rank or combat experience.” 

However, the results indicate a gap between 
Republicans and Democrats on the issue. Re¬ 
publican veterans were “much more likely” 
than Democrats to say the wars were worth 


fighting, the Pew survey found. While 45% of 
Republican veterans said the Iraq War was 
worth fighting, only 15% of Democratic vet¬ 
erans did. 

Pew also asked for veterans’ opinions about 
America’s involvement in Syria. 

President Donald Trump said in December 
that he would withdraw forces from Syria, 
declaring victory against the Islamic State. 
Facing backlash from Congress and military 
officials, he later agreed to keep 400 troops in 
the country. 

According to the Pew survey, 55% of vet¬ 
erans say the U.S. campaign in Syria has 
not been worthwhile. The public has similar 
views, Pew found. 

wentling.nikki@stripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 


Court: Trump can’t ban critics from his Twitter account 


By Larry Neumeister 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — President Don¬ 
ald Trump can’t ban critics from 
his Twitter account, a federal ap¬ 
peals court ruled Tuesday, saying 
the First Amendment calls for 
more speech, rather than less, on 
matters of public concern. 

The 2nd U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals in Manhattan upheld 
a lower court judge who said 
Trump violates the Constitution 
when he blocks critics. 


“The irony in all of this is that 
we write at a time in the history 
of this nation when the conduct of 
our government and its officials is 
subject to wide-open, robust de¬ 
bate,” Circuit Judge Barrington 
D. Parker wrote on behalf of a 
three-judge panel. 

The debate generates a “level 
of passion and intensity the likes 
of which have rarely been seen,” 
the court’s decision read. 

“This debate, as uncomfortable 
and as unpleasant as it frequent¬ 
ly may be, is nonetheless a good 


thing,” the 2nd Circuit added. “In 
resolving this appeal, we remind 
the litigants and the public that 
if the First Amendment means 
anything, it means that the best 
response to disfavored speech on 
matters of public concern is more 
speech, not less.” 

The Justice Department did 
not comment. The ruling came 
in a case brought by the Knight 
First Amendment Institute at 
Columbia University. It had sued 
on behalf of seven individuals 
blocked by Trump after criticiz¬ 


ing his policies. 

During oral arguments earlier 
this year, attorney Jennifer Utre¬ 
cht argued for the president, say¬ 
ing that the account was created 
long before Trump became presi¬ 
dent and that he was acting in a 
private capacity. 

Parker was critical during 
those arguments. 

“Are you seriously urging us 
to believe that the president is 
not acting in his official capac¬ 
ity when he is tweeting?” Parker 
said. 
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Trump defends Acosta; will look at Epstein deal 


By Jill Colvin 
and Alan Fram 

Associated. Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump says he’ll be look¬ 
ing “very closely” at Labor Sec¬ 
retary Alex Acosta’s handling 
of a sex trafficking case involv¬ 
ing now-jailed billionaire finan¬ 
cier Jeffrey Epstein. But he also 
seemed to stand by his Cabinet 
official, praising Acosta’s perfor¬ 
mance on the job and saying he 
felt “very badly” for him. 

As for Epstein, Trump — who 
had once praised the financier as 
“a terrific guy” — distanced him¬ 
self from the hedge fund man¬ 
ager now charged with abusing 
minors, saying the two had had a 
falling-out 15 or so years ago. 

“I was not a fan of his, that I 
can tell you,” Trump said. 

His comments on Tuesday 
came as a parade of Democratic 
presidential contenders and party 
leaders demanded that Acosta, 
a former federal prosecutor in 
south Florida, resign or be fired 
over his role in a secret 2008 plea 
deal that let Epstein avoid federal 
prosecution after allegations he 
molested teenage girls. 

Epstein pleaded not guilty on 



Hillary Levin, St. Louis Post-Dispatch/AP 


Secretary of Labor Alexander 
Acosta’s handling of a sex 
trafficking case involving 
financier Jeffrey Epstein in 2008 
will be looked at “very closely,” 
President Donald Trump said. 

Monday to new child sex traf¬ 
ficking charges. Federal pros¬ 
ecutors in New York accuse him 
of abusing dozens of underage 
girls in the early 2000s, paying 
them hundreds of dollars in cash 


for massages and then molesting 
them at his homes in Florida and 
New York. He could face up to 45 
years in prison if convicted. 

Speaking to reporters Tuesday, 
Trump repeatedly praised Acos¬ 
ta, calling him a “really great 
secretary of labor” and “very 
good” at his job. He suggested it’s 
not unusual to find past mistakes 
if you look hard enough. 

“You know, if you go back and 
look at everybody else’s decisions, 
whether it’s a U.S. attorney, or an 
assistant U.S. attorney or a judge, 
if you go back 12 or 15 years ago 
or 20 years ago and look at their 
past decisions, I would think you 
would probably find that they 
would wish they’d maybe did it a 
different way,” said Trump. 

In sympathetic words that 
seemed to echo his statements of 
support for then-Supreme Court 
nominee Brett Kavanaugh, who 
had been accused of sexual mis¬ 
conduct as a young man, Trump 
also said he felt “very badly” for 
Acosta “because I’ve known him 
as being somebody that works so 
hard and has done such a good 
job.” 

Still, he said his administra¬ 
tion would be going back to look 
“very closely” at the circum¬ 


stances of the deal that allowed 
Epstein to avoid prosecution on 
federal charges, plead guilty to 
lesser state charges and serve 13 
months in jail, during which he 
was allowed to leave to go to his 
office during the day. 

Former Trump Press Secre¬ 
tary Sarah Sanders had said in 
February that the White House 
was looking into Acosta’s role in 
the settlement. 

The White House has not re¬ 
sponded to repeated questions 
about whether there ever was 
such an investigation, and, if 
there was, what it found. 

Acosta himself weighed in 
Tuesday on Twitter, ignoring the 
calls for his resignation and cred¬ 
iting the charges brought against 
Epstein in New York to new evi¬ 
dence that “offers an important 
opportunity to more fully bring 
him to justice.” 

“The crimes committed by 
Epstein are horrific, and I am 
pleased that NY prosecutors are 
moving forward with a case based 
on new evidence,” he tweeted. 

On Capitol Hill, a slew of Dem¬ 
ocrats called for Acosta’s resig¬ 
nation, including House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi, who accused him 
on Twitter of having “engaged 


in an unconscionable agreement 
w/Jeffrey Epstein kept secret 
from courageous, young victims 
preventing them from seeking 
justice.” 

She told reporters Tuesday that 
it was “no surprise” Trump was 
standing by Acosta. “He knew 
about this when he nominated 
him for the Cabinet,” she said. “It 
just goes to show.” 

Senate Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer said Trump should ex¬ 
plain his previous comments 
praising Epstein. 

“The president needs to answer 
for this, and ‘I don’t recall’ is not 
an acceptable answer in this 
case,” the New York Democrat 
said on the Senate floor. 

Senate Republicans were criti¬ 
cal of Epstein’s alleged offenses, 
yet many were noncommittal 
about whether Acosta should re¬ 
tain his job. 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky., said he was 
“inclined to defer to the president 
to make that decision.” 

Senate Judiciary Committee 
Chairman Lindsey Graham, R- 
S.C., suggested his panel might 
examine Acosta’s plea deal “to 
find out how it got off the rails.” 


Trump calls for 
revamping care 
for kidney disease 

By Lauran Neergaard 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President Donald Trump is di¬ 
recting the government to revamp the nation’s care 
for kidney disease so more people whose kidneys fail 
have a chance at early transplants and home dialysis 

— along with better prevention so patients don’t get 
that sick to begin with. 

Senior administration officials told The Associ¬ 
ated Press that Trump was set to sign an executive 
order Wednesday calling for strategies that have 
the potential to save lives and millions of Medicare 
dollars. 

That won’t happen overnight — some of the initia¬ 
tives will require new government regulations. 

And because a severe organ shortage complicates 
the call for more transplants, the administration also 
aims to ease financial hardships for living donors, 
said the officials, who spoke on the condition of ano¬ 
nymity ahead of the announcement. 

Another key change is steps to help the groups that 
collect deceased donations do a better job. Officials 
cited a study that suggests long term it may be pos¬ 
sible to find 17,000 more kidneys and 11,000 other or¬ 
gans from deceased donors for transplant every year. 

Federal health officials have made clear for 
months that they intend to shake up a system that 
today favors expensive, time-consuming dialysis in 
large centers over easier to tolerate at-home care or 
transplants that help patients live longer. 

About 30 million American adults have chronic 
kidney disease, costing Medicare a staggering $113 
billion. 

Careful treatment — including control of diabe¬ 
tes and high blood pressure, the two main culprits 

— can help prevent further kidney deterioration. But 
more than 700,000 people have end-stage renal dis¬ 
ease, meaning their kidneys have failed, and require 
either a transplant or dialysis to survive. 

Only about a third received specialized kidney 



Molly Riley/AP 


Surgeons perform kidney transplant surgery 
at MedStar Georgetown University Hospital in 
Washington in 2016. President Donald Trump 
is calling for the government to revamp care for 
kidney disease. 

care before they got so sick. 

Among the initiatives that take effect first: 

■ Medicare payment changes that would provide 
a financial incentive for doctors and clinics to help 
kidney patients stave off end-stage disease by about 
six months. 

■ A bonus to kidney specialists who help prepare 
patients for early transplant, with steps that can 
begin even before they need dialysis. 

■ Additional Medicare changes so dialysis pro¬ 
viders can earn as much by helping patients get dial¬ 
ysis at home as in the large centers that predominate 
today. Patients typically must spend hours three or 
four times a week hooked to machines that filter 
waste out of their blood. 

Those changes are being implemented through 
Medicare’s innovation center, created under the 
Obama-era Affordable Care Act and empowered to 
seek savings and improved quality. The Trump ad¬ 
ministration is relying on the innovation center even 
as it argues in federal court that the law that cre¬ 
ated it is unconstitutional and should be struck down 
entirely. 

Other initiatives will require new regulations, ex¬ 
pected to be proposed later this year. 


Strip club to host golf 
event at Trump resort 


By David A. Fahrenthold 

The Washington Post 

President Donald Trump’s golf 
resort in Doral, Fla., is scheduled 
to host a golf tournament Satur¬ 
day put on by a Miami-area strip 
club, which will allow golfers to 
pay for a dancer to serve as their 
“caddy girl” while they play at the 
president’s club. 

The “Shadow All Star Tourna¬ 
ment” is organized by the Shadow 
Cabaret, a strip club in Hialeah, 
Fla. Emanuele Mancuso, Shadow 
Cabaret’s marketing director, 
said in a telephone interview that 
this was the first time the club 
had held a tournament at Trump 
Doral. 

The Trump name and family 
crest are displayed prominently 
in the strip club’s advertising 
materials, which offer golfers the 
“caddy girl of your choice.” 

Mancuso said the strip club did 
not intend to send a political state¬ 
ment by choosing Trump’s resort. 
Rather, he said, the choice was for 
luxury. These golfers are VIPs, 
Mancuso said. “They deserve a 
VIP environment.” 

Mancuso said there would be 
no nudity at the resort. On the 
course, he said, the caddies would 
wear pink miniskirts and what he 
called “a sexy white polo.” After¬ 
ward, however, the golfers and the 
dancers would return to another 
venue — the cabaret — for what 
he described as a “very tasteful” 
burlesque show, which could in¬ 
volve nudity. 


“They’re going to be clothed 
the whole time” at the golf course, 
Mancuso said. “At the venue is 
different.” 

In a statement, the Trump Or¬ 
ganization confirmed the event 
is happening and said it was for 
a “worthwhile cause” — a Miami 
children’s charity. A spokes¬ 
woman said the company had 
not approved the tournament’s 
advertisements before they were 
published. 

Mancuso, the cabaret’s market¬ 
ing director, said the tournament 
would benefit a basketball-themed 
charity called Miami All Stars. 
Online advertisements for the 
tournament also include logos for 
the Jr. NBA and Jr. WNBA. 

Carlos Alamilla, the charity’s 
director, said his group serves 
about 40 youths in Miami. “We 
provide everything. We provide 
fitness, nutrition, basketball and 
academics,” he said. 

The charity’s website says it is 
“a non-profit organization under 
the laws of the State of Flori¬ 
da.” However, Franco Ripple, 
a spokesman for the state, said 
Tuesday that it is not registered 
as a charity in Florida. 

Alamilla did not immediately 
respond to questions about why 
his organization’s name was miss¬ 
ing from state records. 

A spokeswoman for the NBA 
and WNBA said that the leagues 
were not affiliated with the 
tournament and that their logos 
were used in the ads without 
permission. 
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Sanders teams with 
Ocasio-Cortez on 
climate emergency 


By Elana Schor 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Vermont 
Sen. Bernie Sanders and New 
York Rep. Alexandria Ocasio- 
Cortez are teaming on a measure 
that would designate climate 
change as an emergency, and 
they have won early support from 
one of Sanders’ fellow Democrat¬ 
ic presidential candidates. 

The legislation introduced 
Tuesday night in the House is 
designed to highlight Democrats’ 
focus on global warming and 
push back on President Donald 
Trump, who has declared a na¬ 
tional emergency at the U.S.- 
Mexico border. 

Massachusetts Sen. Elizabeth 
Warren, who is competing with 
Sanders for the support of liberal 
voters in the presidential primary, 
plans to sign onto the resolution 
when it’s introduced in the Sen¬ 
ate, according to a spokeswoman. 

Ocasio-Cortez’s Green New 
Deal, a framework for a “10-year 
national mobilization” to dramati¬ 
cally slash U.S. carbon emissions, 
already has earned the backing of 
most leading Democratic presi¬ 
dential candidates. Her partner¬ 
ship with Sanders on the climate 
emergency declaration offers a 


new rallying cry for White House 
hopefuls trying to mobilize vot¬ 
ers on the party’s left flank who 
want a stronger focus on global 
warming from the Democratic 
nominee. 

The 29-year-old congresswom¬ 
an, a rising star within the party, 
has partnered with Warren and 
Sanders on several efforts this 
year. 

Sanders said he “absolutely” 
expects to release a full-scale 
plan for how he would tackle cli¬ 
mate change if elected president. 

“No plan will be implemented 
unless we have the courage to 
take on the greed and dishonesty 
of the fossil fuel industry,” Sand¬ 
ers told reporters, describing that 
aspect of the fight against climate 
change as “a question of political 
will.” 

Ocasio-Cortez is joined as a 
chief sponsor of the House reso¬ 
lution by Rep. Earl Blumenauer, 
D-Ore. 

The Democrats’ climate emer¬ 
gency resolution comes after leg¬ 
islators in the United Kingdom 
and Canada, as well as multiple 
cities around the world, advanced 
similar proposals intended to 
focus public attention on rising 
global temperatures. 


Bidens earned over $15M 
after leaving White House 


By Stephen Braun 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Joe Biden 
and his wife, Jill, took in more 
than $15 million since leaving 
the Obama White House, accord¬ 
ing to newly released documents, 
catapulting the Democratic presi¬ 
dential candidate into millionaire 
status and denting the working- 
class aura he’s developed over 
decades. 

Long fond of describing him¬ 
self as “Middle Class Joe” while 
he took in little more than his gov¬ 
ernment salary, the former vice 
president stressed his working- 
class roots from the very begin¬ 
ning of his bid for his party’s 2020 
presidential nomination. 

But federal tax returns and 
a financial disclosure released 
Tuesday show that since Biden 
left public office, his income has 
surged, thanks to a lucrative 
book deal and publicity tours that 
brought in more than $4 million. 

Biden’s disclosure showed that 
he also made at least $2.7 mil¬ 
lion in business income as part 
of his publicity tour and writing 
and took a $425,000 salary from 
CelticCapri Corp., the business 
entity the Bidens used for their 
post-White House work. 

Since leaving the White House, 
Biden and his wife signed a mul¬ 
tibook deal with Flatiron Books 


valued at $8 million, according to 
Publishers Weekly. 

Biden’s first book , an account 
of his son Beau’s death from can¬ 
cer, briefly topped bestseller lists 
in 2017. He and his wife have 
also worked on two other book 
projects. 

Biden earned $540,000 as a 
professor 
and name¬ 
sake of the 
University 
of Pennsyl¬ 
vania’s Penn 
Biden Cen¬ 
ter for Di¬ 
plomacy and 
Global En¬ 
gagement. 
Jill Biden 
made at least 
$700,000 in her own speaking en¬ 
gagements, the disclosure shows. 

Joe Biden’s basic speaking 
fee was reportedly $100,000 a 
speech, but his disclosure showed 
that while some appearances 
were priced as low as the $40,000 
range, others ranged as high as 
$190,000 for a lecture at Drew 
University in New Jersey. 

Biden’s last financial disclo¬ 
sure, filed in 2016 during his final 
year as vice president, showed 
that even after eight years at his 
$230,000-a-year government sal¬ 
ary, Biden held significant per¬ 
sonal debt. 



Biden 



Photos by Susan Walsh (above) and J. Scott Applewhite (below)/AP 


The feud between House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, above center, and U.S. Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, 
D-N.Y., below, shows a generational and philosophical divide that could hurt the Democrats in 2020. 


Ocasio-Cortez’s feud with 
Pelosi tests party for 2020 


By Lisa Mascaro 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — They don’t 
talk to each other much, House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Rep. 
Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez. But 
they’re lately speaking at one 
another in a way that threatens 
party unity and underscores 
broader tensions reshaping the 
Democrats. 

Their power struggle has 
spilled open in what could be a 
momentary blip or a foreshadow¬ 
ing of divisions to come. 

It started with a rare public 
rebuke — Pelosi chiding AOC, as 
she’s called, in a newspaper inter¬ 
view; AOC responding pointedly 
on Twitter — that’s now challeng¬ 
ing the House agenda and rip¬ 
pling into the 2020 presidential 
campaign. A new test will come 
this week on a must-pass defense 
bill that the White House on Tues¬ 
day threatened to veto. 

At its core, the tension between 
the most powerful Democrat in 
the country and one of the party’s 
newest, most liberal members 
embodies a debate over how best, 
in style and substance, to defeat 
President Donald Trump. And 
both sides think they’re right. 

For allies of the longtime Cali¬ 
fornia congresswoman, Pelosi’s 
offhanded dismissal of Ocasio- 
Cortez and the three other liberal 
freshmen House members who 
opposed a border security pack¬ 
age last month was a necessary 
comeuppance for “the squad” 
of newcomers who are trying to 
push the party leftward. 

“These people have their pub¬ 
lic whatever and their Twitter 
world,” Pelosi told The New York 
Times. “But they didn’t have any 
following.” 

In the speaker’s world, they 
lack what Pelosi often calls “the 
currency of the realm” — the 



power to turn their high-volume 
activism into a coalition of votes 
to pass legislation or, in their 
case, to stop it. 

But for fans of Ocasio-Cortez, 
including some of the New York 
congresswoman’s millions of 
social media followers, Pelosi’s 
remarks were nothing short of 
a patronizing slap-back to four 
women of color who represent the 
future of the Democratic Party, a 
stark example of its generational 
and demographic transition. 
Their four lonely votes against 
the bill were a principled stand, 
with more to come. 

The ability to channel the in¬ 
fluence of the newcomers into 
the currency of Congress may 
determine whether the speaker, 
six months into her new majority, 
continues her steady leadership or 
loses her firm grip — especially 
with former special counsel Rob¬ 
ert Mueller’s expected testimony 
next week in a high-stakes hear¬ 
ing amid rising calls for Trump’s 
impeachment. 

“There’s an opportunity right 
now for House Democrats to lead 
the charge,” said Ezra Levin, the 
co-executive director of the liber¬ 
al group Indivisible. In his living 
room, he said, is a framed 2010 


newspaper clipping of Pelosi from 
her previous tenure as speaker, 
passing the Obama-era Afford¬ 
able Care Act. “What we’re look¬ 
ing for is that decade-ago fighter 
Pelosi was.” 

This week the differences could 
tumble into full view again as the 
House considers defense legisla¬ 
tion that’s often rejected by liber¬ 
als because of military funding. 
It’s a must-pass bill that Congress 
has approved essentially every 
year since World War II. 

But with the opportunity to 
divide Democrats, the White 
House issued a veto threat say¬ 
ing the funding levels are inad¬ 
equate. That means Pelosi will 
be forced to muscle it through 
without much, if any, Republican 
support. 

Fresh from the border fund¬ 
ing fight, Ocasio-Cortez signaled 
a first salvo Tuesday, telling re¬ 
porters that progressive lawmak¬ 
ers want to ensure the defense bill 
prevents Trump from sending 
troops to the U.S.-Mexico border. 

Asked about Pelosi’s comments, 
Ocasio-Cortez said: “It was just 
kind of puzzling more than any¬ 
thing. It’s just, why? The idea that 
millions of people we represent 
matter less or don’t matter is a 
notion I disagree with.” 

Some on Capitol Hill were 
quietly appreciative of Pelosi’s 
tough-love approach to Ocasio- 
Cortez, Pressley, and Reps. Ilhan 
Omar, D-Minn., and Rashida 
Tlaib, D-Mich. 

Some lawmakers and fresh¬ 
men from more centrist-leaning 
districts than those of the four, 
including regions Trump won in 
2018, don’t want the House ma¬ 
jority to be defined by the liberal 
flank as they face voters for re- 
election next year. They prefer 
the party hew to Pelosi’s center- 
left approach. 
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Death in Nevada 
may be linked to 
California quake 



James Quigg, The (Victorville, Calif.) Daily Press/AP 


National Guard members distribute free ice to residents in Trona, Calif., on Tuesday. Charities and 
agencies ramped up recovery efforts in the small town ravaged by earthquakes and aftershocks. 


By Christopher Weber 

Associated. Press 

LOS ANGELES — A powerful 
July 4 earthquake in the Southern 
California desert may have killed 
a man in neighboring Nevada, au¬ 
thorities said Tuesday. 

It would be the first death 
linked to the magnitude 6.4 quake 
near Ridgecrest that was felt far 
and wide. 

The Nye County Sheriffs De¬ 
partment said deputies on Tues¬ 
day found a 56-year-old man 
pinned under a Jeep in Pahrump, 
about 150 miles from the quake’s 
epicenter. 

The man was last seen alive at 
a local gas station the day before 
the earthquake. 

It is believed the man was work¬ 
ing on the Jeep, which apparently 
fell off of its jacks when the quake 
hit, Sgt. Adam Tippets said. 

The man’s name wasn’t imme¬ 


diately released. 

No other deaths or serious inju¬ 
ries have been linked to the quake 
or to a magnitude 7.1 temblor that 
struck the same Mojave Desert 
area on Friday. 

The quakes buckled highways, 
cracked buildings and ruptured 
gas lines that sparked several 
house fires. 

A sprawling Navy base near 
Ridgecrest remained closed to 
nonessential personnel Tuesday 
as the military worked to deter¬ 
mine damage. 

Teams had so far surveyed 
just 10% of the 1,200 facilities at 
Naval Air Weapons Station China 
Lake, spokeswoman Margo Allen 
said. It was unclear when person¬ 
nel and their families will be able 
to return. 

Water and gas service had been 
restored at the base, but engi¬ 
neers were ensuring buildings 
were safe to enter. The shaking 


cracked walls in a chapel and 
school and brought down com¬ 
missary shelves, Allen said. 

“Everything came off the walls. 
There’s a lot of cleaning up that 
still has to happen,” she said. 

One person sustained a minor 
foot injury. 

Officials said most employ¬ 
ees live off base, mainly in 
Ridgecrest. Some personnel were 
evacuated to the naval base in 


Ventura County. 

Officials were still reviewing 
damage Tuesday in communities 
outside the base. 

It could be several more days 
before water service is restored 
to the tiny town of Trona, where 
officials trucked in portable toi¬ 
lets and showers. 

President Donald Trump on 
Monday declared an emergen¬ 
cy in California because of the 


quakes, paving the way for feder¬ 
al aid. The declaration authorized 
the Federal Emergency Manage¬ 
ment Agency to coordinate disas¬ 
ter relief efforts. 

The large quakes were fol¬ 
lowed by thousands of smaller 
aftershocks. The U.S. Geological 
Survey said the aftershocks will 
taper off, and the probability of 
another large quake—magnitude 
4 or higher — also will decrease. 




Attorney: Man 
held in teen’s 
stabbing death 
is mentally ill 


By Anita Snow 

Associated Press 

PHOENIX — The attorney for a white man 
charged with fatally stabbing a black teenager at a 
convenience store because he felt threatened by his 
rap music says he is mentally ill and was released 
from jail on a prior assault conviction without 
medication. 

The killing has ignited a national outcry, includ¬ 
ing comments from a Democratic presidential can¬ 
didate who is calling for a federal investigation. 

“This is a failing on the part of the (Arizona) De¬ 
partment of Corrections,” defense attorney Jacie 
Cotterell told a judge Tuesday after Michael Adams 
was charged with first-degree murder. 

Authorities say Adams stabbed Elijah Al-Amin, 
17, on July 4 at a convenience store in a Phoenix 
suburb. First responders discovered Al-Amin col¬ 
lapsed outside the store’s gas pumps and took him to 
a hospital, where he died. 

Police said several people inside the store had 
watched as Al-Amin was stabbed in the throat and 
the back before he ran outside. 

Officers said they found Adams nearby with a 
pocket knife and blood on his body. Adams, 27, told 
them he had felt threatened by the rap music com¬ 
ing from Al-Amin’s vehicle. 

Adams is being held on $1 million bond. He had 
been freed July 2 after serving a 13-month sentence 
for aggravated assault. 

Department of Corrections spokesman Bill Lam- 
oreaux said in a statement that “the tragic death is 



Ross D. Franklin/AP 


A makeshift memorial for Elijah Al-Amin, who was 
fatally stabbed last week, is set up at a Circle 
K store Tuesday in Peoria, Ariz. Police charged 
Michael Adams with first-degree murder in the 
killing. 

terrible, and Mr. Adams will have to answer for his 
alleged actions.” 

The statement said that when Adams was released 
he “was not designated seriously mentally ill” and 
that once the department transported him from the 
state prison complex where he had served his sen¬ 
tence to the Phoenix area it “had no further legal 
authority over him.” 

Friends and family hugged Monday at the Islam¬ 
ic Community Center in suburban Tempe, where 
prayers were held for Al-Amin before his burial. 

Al-Amin would have turned 18 in two weeks, 
family members said, and was looking forward to 
his senior year in high school. A modest makeshift 
memorial placed outside the convenience store in¬ 
cluded a pair of white porcelain angels, fresh flow¬ 
ers and burning calendars. 


Virginia becomes election 
battleground over gun laws 


By Alan Suderman 
and Sarah Rankin 

Associated Press 

RICHMOND, Va. — Deep- 
pocketed interest groups and 
activists on both sides of the long- 
running fight over gun laws are 
gearing up for a major clash in 
Virginia, now a key election bat¬ 
tleground in the issue after Re¬ 
publicans on Tuesday adjourned 
a special legislative session called 
by the governor to consider gun 
control measures in the wake of a 
mass shooting. 

The state’s off-year election 
will be closely watched because 
Virginia is the only state where 
control of the Legislature is up 
for grabs in 2019. Republicans 
currently hold a narrow majority. 

GOP lawmakers abruptly 
ended the session after less than 
two hours and postponed any 
movement on gun laws until after 
the November election. Demo¬ 
crats and gun control advocates 
vowed to force them from office. 

“If these ‘leaders’ won’t enact 
solutions that their own constitu¬ 
ents are demanding, then we’re 
going to fight tooth and nail for 
representatives who will,” Kris 
Brown, president of the Brady 
gun control group, said in a 
statement. 

Scores of gun control advo¬ 
cates gathered Tuesday outside 
the Capitol, jeering at Republi¬ 
cans like House Speaker Kirk 


Cox. Meanwhile, hundreds of gun 
rights supporters filed through a 
legislative office building to meet 
with lawmakers in a show of force 
against stricter gun laws. 

National Rifle Associa¬ 
tion spokeswoman Catherine 
Mortensen called it “deja vu in 
Virginia.” 

“The gun control lobby says 
this every election cycle, and time 
and time again, the hundreds of 
thousands of Virginians who sup¬ 
port their fundamental right to 
self-defense go to the polls,” she 
said. “... This year the gun con¬ 
trol lobby is screaming louder 
than ever in an effort to distract 
voters” from scandals involving 
top Democrats. 

Virginia is generally consid¬ 
ered a gun-friendly state and is 
home to NRA’s headquarters. 

Former New York City Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg’s gun control 
group made a splash at the tail 
end of the 2015 legislative elec¬ 
tions by announcing it was spend¬ 
ing $2.2 million in two open state 
Senate races to help the Demo¬ 
cratic candidates. 

Republicans were shocked 
at the amount the billionaire’s 
group was putting into Virginia, 
but one Bloomberg-backed candi¬ 
date won in a Northern Virginia 
district that has voted reliably 
Democratic by large margins in 
past elections while the other lost 
in the race for a pivotal swing- 
seat in the Richmond area. 
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Calif. OKs benefits for young illegal immigrants 


Associated Press 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — California has 
become the first state to offer taxpayer- 
funded health benefits to young adults liv¬ 
ing in the country illegally. 

Democratic Gov. Gavin Newsom signed 
a bill into law Tuesday that makes low-in¬ 
come adults age 25 and younger eligible for 
the state’s Medicaid program regardless of 
their immigration status. 


State officials expect the plan to cover 
about 90,000 people and cost taxpayers $98 
million. California already covers children 
ages 18 and younger regardless of immi¬ 
gration status. 

The law will not give health insurance 
benefits to everyone 25 and younger, but 
only those whose income is low enough to 
qualify. 

Newsom and Democratic legislative 


leaders say they plan to further expand 
coverage to more adults in the years to 
come. 

Republican President Donald Trump 
has called the move “crazy.” 

Advocates of the measure say it’s a way 
to improve the health of immigrants in the 
state by providing them with access to the 
medical care they need. 

Many immigrants who are in the coun¬ 


try illegally are already enrolled for some 
government-funded programs, but they 
only cover emergencies and pregnancies. 

Democrats had pushed to expand the 
coverage to even more adults, but Newsom 
rejected the proposals, saying it would cost 
about $3.4 billion to provide coverage to all 
California adults living in the country ille¬ 
gally. But he has vowed to keep expanding 
coverage in future years. 


No Scum Allowed 
Saloon draws crowd 
to NM ghost town 


Associated Press 

WHITE OAKS, N.M. — A sa¬ 
loon in a New Mexico ghost town 
attracts regulars with diverse 
backgrounds and opinions with a 
promise to “have dialogue.” 

The No Scum Allowed Saloon in 
White Oaks, N.M., pulls in people 
from around the state and some¬ 
times tourists from overseas be¬ 
cause of its reputation and catchy 
name, the Albuquerque Journal 
recently reported. 

Saloon owner Karen Haugh- 
ness, one of the nine people who 
live in White Oaks, said the sa¬ 
loon’s regulars often exceed the 
town’s population. She said the 
saloon cultivates civil discourse 
among visitors. 

“We are different. We come 
from different places. We are 
different politically. We have ex¬ 
treme liberals and extreme con¬ 


servatives,” said Haughness, who 
also works as a school psycholo¬ 
gist and sells antiques on the side. 
“But we can state opinions with¬ 
out getting into arguments. We 
have dialogue.” 

Rick Virden, 66, a former Lin¬ 
coln County sheriff who has a 
ranch between White Oaks and 
Carrizozo, said there are quite a 
few people who come to the sa¬ 
loon on a regular basis. 

“And some of them are from 
quite a ways away,” he said. 

The town was founded after 
gold was discovered in the region 
in 1879. Outlaw Billy the Kid is 
said to have visited White Oaks 
often looking for a good time. 

People moved out as gold min¬ 
ing evaporated, with the last mine 
closing in 1930. Today, the No 
Scum Allowed Saloon’s regulars 
make up to about three times the 
town’s single-digit population. 



David Spencer, left, and Skye are among the regulars at the No 
Scum Allowed Saloon. Spencer remembers past days when the 
saloon’s roof was so leaky patrons had to move their beers around 
to avoid them getting watered down by rain. 




Above: A customer 
enters the No Scum 
Allowed Saloon in White 
Oaks, N.M., which is a 
ghost town in Lincoln 
County, N.M., that was 
founded after gold was 
discovered in the region 
in 1879. Left: Karen 
Haughness, one of the 
nine people who live 
in White Oaks, owns 
the No Scum Allowed 
Saloon. She said the 
saloon’s regulars, whose 
numbers exceed the 
town’s population, get 
along despite diverse 
backgrounds and 
opinions. 

Photos by Roberto E. Rosales, 
The Albuquerque Journal/AP 


Trustees vote to change name of Calif.’s Dixie School District 


Associated Press 

SAN RAFAEL, Calif. — Trust¬ 
ees of the Dixie School District 
voted Tuesday to change the 
name of the 150-year-old district, 
which critics linked to the Con¬ 
federacy and slavery. 

Dixie will be renamed the Mill¬ 
er Creek Elementary School Dis¬ 
trict, trustees decided. The vote 
was 3-1 with one abstention. 


Trustees rejected three other 
options: Laurel Creek, Creekside 
or Kenne school district. 

Trustees also voted 4-1 to re¬ 
name the district’s only elemen¬ 
tary school, from Dixie to Lucas 
Valley Elementary. 

The name change issue pitted 
parents against each other for 
months and generated heated de¬ 
bate in San Rafael, an overwhelm¬ 
ingly white city of 59,000 people. 


Some insisted the Dixie name 
was racially insensitive, while 
others complained the proposed 
change was political correctness 
run amok. 

The board of trustees voted in 
April to change both the name 
of the San Francisco Bay Area 
district and the name of its ele¬ 
mentary school by Aug. 22, when 
classes resume. 


The cost of the name change, 
such as replacing signs, was esti¬ 
mated at nearly $40,000, and the 
Marin Community Foundation 
pledged to cover it. 

Dixie is a nickname for the 
southern U.S. states that formed 
the pro-slavery Confederacy in 
1860, sparking the Civil War. 

The legacy of the Confederacy 
prompts political, legal and cul¬ 


tural conflicts to this day. 

Those who supported chang¬ 
ing the name said the district was 
named Dixie by James Miller, the 
school founder, on a dare by Con¬ 
federate sympathizers. 

Those who opposed the change 
said the school system was named 
for Mary Dixie, a Miwok Indian 
woman who Miller knew in the 
1840s. 
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UK diplomat quits after leaked cables 


By Danica Kirka 
and Jill Lawless 

Associated Press 

LONDON — Britain’s am¬ 
bassador to the United States 
resigned Wednesday, just days 
after diplomatic cables criticizing 
President Donald Trump caused 
embarrass¬ 
ment to two 
countries 
that often 
celebrate 
having a 
“special re¬ 
lationship.” 

The res¬ 
ignation of 
Kim Dar- 
Darroch r °ch came 
after Trump 
lashed out at him on Twitter, 
describing the ambassador as 
“wacky” and a “pompous fool.” 
The criticism followed leaked 
documents that revealed the en¬ 
voy’s dim view of Trump’s admin¬ 
istration, which he described as 


dysfunctional, inept and chaotic. 

“Since the leak of official docu¬ 
ments ... there has been a great 
deal of speculation surrounding 
my position and the duration of 
my remaining term as ambassa¬ 
dor,” Darroch said in his resigna¬ 
tion letter. “I want to put an end 
to that speculation. The current 
situation is making it impossible 
for me to carry out my role as I 
would like.” 

Prime Minister Theresa May 
said the resignation was “a mat¬ 
ter of regret,” underlining that 
“good government depends on 
public servants being able to give 
full and frank advice.” 

Darroch had been set to retire 
at the end of the year. It’s unclear 
whether May will have time to re¬ 
place Darroch before she leaves 
office later this month. 

Appointing ambassadors usu¬ 
ally involves a formal civil service 
process with advertisements, ap¬ 
plications and interviews, though 
Simon McDonald, head of Brit¬ 
ain’s diplomatic service, said the 


post of ambassador to the U.S. 
wasn’t always chosen that way. 

“History shows that there are 
often bespoke procedures for fill¬ 
ing the embassy in Washington, 
D.C.,” he said. 

Though the matter had been 
brewing for days, Darroch made 
his decision the morning after 
a debate between the two con¬ 
tenders to replace May as party 
leader and prime minister, Boris 
Johnson and Jeremy Hunt. 

Hunt, who is Britain’s foreign 
secretary, had vowed to keep 
Darroch in the post, but Johnson 
pointedly did not. 

“I think it’s very important we 
should have a close partnership, a 
close friendship with the United 
States,” Johnson said. 

Darroch’s forthright, unfiltered 
views on the U.S. administration 
— meant for a limited audience 
and discreet review — appeared 
in leaked diplomatic documents 
that were published in Britain’s 
Mail on Sunday newspaper. 

In the leaked documents, he 


called the Trump administra¬ 
tion’s policy toward Iran “inco¬ 
herent,” said the president might 
be indebted to “dodgy Russians” 
and raised doubts about whether 
the White House “will ever look 
competent.” 

“We don’t really believe this 
administration is going to be¬ 
come substantially more normal; 
less dysfunctional; less unpre¬ 
dictable; less faction riven; less 
diplomatically clumsy and inept,” 
one missive said. 

British officials are hunting for 
the culprit behind the leak, which 
was both an embarrassment to 
May’s government and a major 
breach of diplomatic security. 

“We will pursue the culprit 
with all the means at our dis¬ 
posal,” McDonald, the Foreign 
Office chief, told a committee of 
lawmakers. 

He said it was “vitally impor¬ 
tant” that ambassadors were able 
to speak candidly in private. 



UK plan to regulate 
online porn being 
watched as test case 



Kelvin Chan/AP 


A laptop screen displays the website for AgelD, an age verification 
system for the British government’s planned online “porn block.” 


By Kelvin Chan 

Associated Press 

LONDON — The global push to 
more tightly regulate the internet 
and big tech firms is spreading to 
one of the web’s biggest and least 
visible corners: porn. 

The British government wants 
to require porn websites to verify 
their users are adults. The effort 
is being watched by other coun¬ 
tries hoping to better regulate 
pornographic content but has 
raised concerns about privacy, 
censorship and competition. It 
has run into multiple delays that 
reflect the confusion surround¬ 
ing it. 

“It’s a mess,” said Jim Killock, 
of the London-based Open Rights 
Group, a digital civil liberties 
group. 

Killock said the government’s 
blueprints for its online “pom 
block” don’t do enough to protect 
personal data. Others believe 
the plan amounts to economic 
censorship. And many fear the 
rules would effectively give more 
power to a little-known company 
that dominates the internet porn 


industry. 

Under the plan, which is ex¬ 
pected to come into force late 
this year, British porn site visi¬ 
tors will be asked to prove they 
are 18 or older. Options to do so 
would include buying a card with 
an access code in a shop, where 
they will have to show photo ID, 
or going online to submit a copy 
of a passport or driver’s license or 
use a credit card. 

The British government isn’t 
operating the system itself. In¬ 
stead, it’s being outsourced to 
private companies, which can sell 
their own age verification tech¬ 
nology to pom sites. 

Oversight, meanwhile, has 
been handed to the British Board 
of Film Classification, a film rat¬ 
ings and censorship body akin to 
the Motion Picture Association of 
America. 

Privacy campaigners worry 
that handing over personal in¬ 
formation to access adult sites 
means a person’s porn viewing 
habits can be tracked. Those 
fears are compounded by the lack 
of privacy and security standards 
for age verification providers. In¬ 


stead, there’s a voluntary certifi¬ 
cation with vague and imprecise 
requirements. 

“There are huge privacy con¬ 
cerns with how the data will be 
held, because the sort of infor¬ 
mation that people will have to 
be giving up is highly personal,” 
said Myles Jackman, a London- 
based lawyer. Also, “there is a 
risk that that data will be hacked, 
breached, stolen or published in 
the public domain.” 

The film board acknowledges 
that “age-verification is not a sil¬ 


ver bullet,” but it will stop kids 
inadvertently coming across 
inappropriate material. “Deter¬ 
mined teenagers will find ways to 
access pornography.” 

Other countries mulling regu¬ 
lation are watching Britain amid 
concerns that easy access to porn 
can warp children’s view of sex. 

Britain’s porn firewall was set 
to take effect next Monday but an 
administrative error delayed it by 
six months. The digital secretary, 
Jeremy Wright, vows it will even¬ 
tually come into force. 


Another speedy bull run in Spain leaves 4 hurt 


Associated Press 

PAMPLONA, Spain — Health authorities 
said another speedy bull run in Pamplona has 
left three bruised mnners and one person un¬ 
conscious in the Spanish city. 

There were no gorings by the six bulls of 
the Jandilla breeding ranch racing along the 


930-yard course to the bullring, the Red Cross 
said. 

Four people — two Americans and two 
Spaniards—have been gored since this year’s 
daily races started Sunday in the northern 
Spanish city. 

All runs have lasted under three minutes. 
Wednesday’s was 2 minutes and 19 seconds. 


In recent years, highly trained animals 
have tended to run together. An adherent ap¬ 
plied to the cobbled pavement also prevents 
the pack from slipping and breaking apart as 
in past races. 

The nine-day San Fermin fiesta attracts 
party-goers and bull aficionados from around 
the world. 


US missiles found in 
Libya belong to France 

PARIS — France’s Defense 
Ministry acknowledged Wednes¬ 
day that U.S.-made missiles cap¬ 
tured from the self-styled Libyan 
National Army belonged to the 
French military. 

A statement said the missiles 
were originally intended to pro¬ 
tect French anti-terrorism forces 
in Libya and so did not violate an 
arms embargo. It said they were 
damaged and no longer opera¬ 
tional, and were put into storage 
for destruction. 

The revelation risks being 
highly embarrassing for France, 
which has offered support for 
LNA leader Khalifa Hifter. Hift- 
er controls much of eastern Libya 
and is fighting militias in Tripoli 
loosely allied to a weak, U.N.- 
backed government. 

Pro-government fighters 
seized the FGM-148 Javelin anti¬ 
tank missiles, UAE-made Yabhon 
drones and Russia-made Kornet 
anti-tank guided missiles in June. 
France denied transferring the 
missiles to Hifter’s forces and 
said the Americans had been 
informed. 

Merkel seen shaking for 
3rd time in a month 

BERLIN — German Chancel¬ 
lor Angela Merkel has been seen 
shaking at a public event for the 
third time in less than a month. 

Merkel’s body shook visibly 
as she stood at a military honors 
ceremony alongside the Finnish 
prime minister outside the chan¬ 
cellery in Berlin on Wednesday. 

It followed similar episodes on 
June 18 and 27, and as in both 
those cases the 64-year-old recov¬ 
ered quickly as she started walk¬ 
ing. The first incident happened 
in hot weather, and Merkel said 
afterward that she was fine after 
drinking three glasses of water. 
On Wednesday, the weather was 
cool. 

Merkel said as she attended 
the Group of 20 summit in Japan 
on June 29 that she understands 
questions surrounding her health, 
but insisted, “I’m fine.” 

9 deer at Japanese park 
die after eating plastic 

TOKYO—Nine deer at a famed 
park in western Japan have died 
recently after swallowing plastic 
bags. 

Nara Park has more than 1,000 
deer, and tourists can feed them 
special sugar-free crackers sold 
in shops nearby. The crackers 
don’t come in plastic bags, but 
people still carry them. A veteri¬ 
narian said the deer may associ¬ 
ate the plastic with food. 

The Nara Deer Preservation 
Foundation said nine of the 14 
deer that have died since March 
had plastic in their stomachs. 
Masses of tangled plastic litter 
and packets of snacks were re¬ 
trieved from their stomachs, with 
the heaviest amount weighing 9 Vz 
pounds. 

Deer have four-chambered 
stomachs, and eating objects that 
can’t be digested can leave them 
malnourished and weakened. 

Volunteers participated in a 
cleanup campaign in the park 
Wednesday. 

From The Associated Press 
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Greg Eans, The (Owensboro, Ky.) Messenger-Inquirer/AP 


Piece by piece 


A crew from Mark’s Midway Amusements out of Hardinsburg, Ky., pieces together the Fireball ride while setting up the carnival for the 
2019 Daviess County Lions Fair in Owensboro, Ky., on Tuesday. The fair runs through Saturday. 

THE CENSUS 

jm The approximate number of geese Maryland wildlife of- 

Mm IIII ficials said they’ve euthanized in an effort to curb exces- 
ip j HI sive population growth. U.S. Department of Agriculture 
® spokesman Kevin Sullivan told the Salisbury Daily Times 

his team “humanely euthanized” the Canada geese at the 
request of city officials in Salisbury. He said the geese were captured and a water- 
fowl processor humanely euthanized them with carbon dioxide gas before provid¬ 
ing the meat to food shelters. 


Mayflower replica to 
help mark anniversary 

HJI A BOSTON — A replica 
I * I of the Mayflower will 

be sailing to Boston as part of the 
commemoration of the 400th an¬ 
niversary of the Pilgrims’ land¬ 
ing in Massachusetts. 

Organizers said the Mayflow¬ 
er II will be on display at the 
Charlestown Navy Yard on May 
14-19 and visitors will have an 
opportunity to board the ship for 
free. 

The vessel has been undergo¬ 
ing an $11.2 million restoration 
at the Mystic Seaport Museum in 
Connecticut since 2016. 

The full-scale replica ship was 
built in England in the 1950s and 
has been berthed in Plymouth 
Harbor. 

Circus dog found safe 
after vanishing from act 

p SMYRNA — A circus 
k dog that vanished dur¬ 
ing a Fourth of July performance 
in Delaware was found safe and 
returned to its owners. 

Delaware State News report¬ 
ed 3-year-old Pierre was found 
near the Smyrna park where he 
disappeared. 

Zebrini Family Circus spokes¬ 
woman Margaret Valencia said 
Pierre isn’t one to wander, and he 
wouldn’t have been scared off by 
loud noises or large crowds. 

The circus had to move on 
before Pierre was found, but 
he was reunited with it in 
Massachusetts. 

Police: Woman threw 
snake in carjacking 

QA GREENVILLE — Po- 
lice said a woman stole 
a vehicle after throwing a nonpoi- 
sonous snake at the driver, then 
crashed through barricades set 
up for a pole vaulting exhibition 
in a South Carolina city. 

In a news release, Greenville 
Police identified the suspect as 
Hilmary Moreno-Berrios, 29. 

Authorities allege Moreno-Ber¬ 
rios demanded a woman’s keys 
and threw a live black snake at 
her. They said she then drove the 
stolen SUV into barriers set up 
for the Liberty Bridge Jump-Off. 

Moreno-Berrios was charged 
with carjacking, malicious dam¬ 
age to property and five traffic 
violations. 

Police probe violent 
Disneyland fight 

A LOS ANGELES — A 
video capturing a fam¬ 
ily’s violent fight at Disneyland 
has prompted police to reopen 
their investigation into the brawl 
and may result in charges. 

Anaheim Police Sgt. Daron 
Wyatt said officers were called to 
the theme park to help break up 
the melee, which began between 
a brother and sister and quickly 
involved other family members. 

Wyatt said the family mem¬ 
bers declined to cooperate with 
authorities and were escorted off 
Disneyland property. Police are 
working with the city attorney’s 
office to see if any charges should 
be filed. 


Sheriff’s K-9 spooked 
by fireworks found safe 

|y f* CONCORD — A North 
HI Carolina sheriff’s of¬ 
fice said one of its K-9s which ran 
from its handler when some fire¬ 
works went off nearby was found 
safe. 

The Cabarrus County Sheriff’s 
Office said Igor was outside with 
his handler and without a leash. 
Chief Deputy James Bailey said 
that at the time some fireworks 
went off near the handler’s home 
and Igor ran away despite the 
handler’s verbal commands. 

The sheriff’s office said on 
its Facebook page that a person 
going to work in Concord found 
the dog about a mile away from 
where he ran off. 

Naked man injured 
in jump from pickup 

AT WILTON — Police 
I in Connecticut said a 
naked man was seriously injured 
when he jumped out of the back of 
a moving pickup. 

Wilton police said John Rodas, 
34, of Gardiner, N.Y., was taken 
to a hospital with a life-threaten¬ 
ing head injury after the incident. 
His condition was not released. 

The pickup driver told officers 
a naked man jumped into the back 
of his truck after unsuccessfully 
trying to open the locked doors. 
Police said the man later jumped 


out of the truck while it was mov¬ 
ing and landed in the road. 

Police trying to find 
peacock’s owner 

Kl U NEWT0N — Anyone 
HI missing a pet peacock? 

Police in Newton said they 
found the peacock Sunday. He was 
walking around residents’ yards 
and perched on their porches or 
railings in town and in neighbor¬ 
ing Plaistow. 

Police said some people called 
and said they felt trapped inside 
their homes, so an animal control 
officer brought him in. 

A tongue-in-cheek Facebook 
post said the peacock was “ter¬ 
rorizing” residents. 

Man accused of biting 
off woman’s finger 

Al HUNTSVILLE — An 
Alabama man was ar¬ 
rested after police said he bit off a 
woman’s finger during a fight. 


News outlets reported that Shay 
Michael Thome, 48, of Huntsville 
was arrested and charged with 
first-degree assault. 

Police said the victim knows 
Thome’s wife. Some men tack¬ 
led Thome after the woman was 
bitten. 

Authorities: Truck crash 
sends pig parts flying 

I GENEVA — Authorities 
I L said an intersection in an 
unincorporated area of northern 
Illinois was closed for eight hours 
after a crash involving two semi¬ 
trucks sent pig carcasses across 
the road. 

Kane County Undersheriff Pat 
Gengler told The (Crystal Lake) 
Northwest Herald that the crash 
happened in unincorporated 
Plato Township, which is roughly 
50 miles outside Chicago. 

He said there were about 14,000 
pounds of pig parts across Route 
47 at Plank Road. 


Police: Boy, 9, stole 
car, crashed into house 

GRAND ISLAND — 
si Police cited a 9-year- 
old boy who officers said stole a 
car, lost control of it and crashed 
into a Grand Island house. 

A neighbor reported the car 
stolen. Police spotted it but didn’t 
start a chase. The car went out of 
control and ran through several 
yards before hitting the house. 

Police said the boy wasn’t hurt 
and refused to get out of the car. 
Officers who broke in and took 
him out said he spit on them and 
used racial slurs. Police also said 
the boy had a knife on him. 

Man accused of using 
bulldozer to assault son 

IAIA MALTBY — A Wash- 
W* r\ ington state man was 
accused of using a bulldozer to 
push an SUV with his adult son 
inside down an embankment. 

The Daily Herald reported that 
John Postema, 78, was arrested on 
suspicion of first-degree assault. 

The son told the Snohom¬ 
ish County Sheriffs Office that 
Postema drove the bulldozer 
through a barbed wire fence and 
pushed his Jeep Cherokee down 
the 20-foot embankment at the 
family’s nursery in Maltby. 

A judge released Postema with¬ 
out bail. 

From wire reports 
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AP 


Nicki Minaj was scheduled to 
headline the Jeddah World Fest 
in Saudi Arabia on July 18. 

Minaj backs 
out of show in 
Saudi Arabia 

Associated. Press 

Nicki Minaj is pulling out of a 
concert in Saudi Arabia because 
she says she wants to show sup¬ 
port for women’s rights, gay rights 
and freedom of expression. 

“After careful reflection I have 
decided to no longer move for¬ 
ward with my scheduled concert 
at Jeddah World Fest. While I 
want nothing more than to bring 
my show to fans in Saudi Arabia, 
after better educating myself on 
the issues, I believe it is impor¬ 
tant for me to make clear my sup¬ 
port for the rights of women, the 
LGBTQ community and freedom 
of expression,” Minaj said in a 
statement Tuesday to The Associ¬ 
ated Press. 

Minaj was scheduled to head¬ 
line the concert on July 18. The 
Human Rights Foundation issued 
a statement last week, calling for 
Minaj and other performers to 
pull out of the show. 

In Saudi Arabia, gender segre¬ 
gation between single men and 
women is still enforced in many 
restaurants, coffee shops, public 
schools and universities, but other 
rules have loosened with women 
now allowed to drive and attend 
events in sports stadiums. 

Nelson taking Farm Aid 
to Wisconsin dairy land 

Willie Nelson, John Mellen- 
camp, Neil Young and Dave Mat¬ 
thews will headline Farm Aid 
2019 when the music and food fes¬ 
tival visits Wisconsin’s struggling 
dairy country in September. 

The event will be held Sept. 21 
at the Alpine Valley Music The¬ 
atre in East Troy, about 30 miles 
southwest of Milwaukee. 

Farm Aid said in Tuesday’s an¬ 
nouncement that the U.S. farming 
economy this year resembles how 
things were when Nelson founded 
Farm Aid in 1985. 

Wisconsin, which bills itself 
as “America’s Dairyland,” is the 
No. 2 milk producing state behind 
California, and is known par¬ 
ticularly for its cheese. Farm Aid 
spokeswoman Jennifer Fahey told 
the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
that the choice of Wisconsin was 
partly a response to the state’s 
dairy crisis. 

Farm Aid has raised $57 mil¬ 
lion to support family farms since 
1985. 


Tackling a classic 

Cast, crew discuss reimagining Disney’s The Lion King’ 


By Katie Campione 

Associated Press 

D isney’s “The Lion King” 
has received no shortage 
of remakes and spinoffs 
since its 1994 release. 

Now, as the film reaches its silver 
anniversary, Disney delivers a new 
take on the animated musical. 

Cast and crew discussed reimagin¬ 
ing the classic as they gathered in Hol¬ 
lywood on Tuesday night for “The Lion 
King” world premiere. 

“I think I’m really lucky, because 
I feel like a lot of the people who are 
experiencing it don’t remember 
the first one,” joked Donald Glov¬ 
er, who voices adult Simba. 

“(The original film) is such a big 
part of who I was,” Glover contin¬ 
ued, adding he felt the weight of his 
role especially during his duet of “Can 
You Feel the Love Tonight?” with co-star 
Beyonce. 

“Tackling it was really just trying 
to make the song feel as emotional 
as it was before,” he said. 

While the remake pays hom¬ 
age to the source material, many 
cast and crew noted that a new ap¬ 
proach allowed for more creative 
liberties than its predecessor. 

Hans Zimmer, who composed the 
original film’s underscore, said he was 
excited to produce new compositions as 
well as revamp original music cues. 

“This time, I could breathe,” he 
said, explaining that some of his 
music was performed too fast the 
first time around. “I could let them 
play properly. I could do things 
with them that I never did before.” 

Composer Lebo M. said the re¬ 
make features tunes from the origi¬ 
nal, and a host of new songs, as well 
as the anthem “He Lives in You,” which 
debuted in the stage production. 

“We wrote it originally for the 
movie 25 years ago, and it made 
its mark on Broadway and around 




“The Lion King” 
opens July 19. 

Disney 


From top: Donald Glover, 
Billy Eichner, Jon Favreau 
and Beyonce attended 
the world premiere. 


the world, and it’s now a very special 
version in this movie soundtrack,” he 
said. “The music department, we 
went crazy.” 

At times, so did the cast. 

Actor Billy Eichner, who voices 
Timon, said director Jon Favreau 
(who also helmed Disney’s recent 
remake of “The Jungle Book”) al¬ 
lowed him to record his voiceovers 
alongside his co-star Seth Rogen, the 
voice of Pumbaa. Most voice actors do the 
job solo. 

“I think it all comes back to Jon Fa¬ 
vreau for being brilliant and know¬ 
ing how to do a big spectacular 
film that people can also relate to 
and make it feel organic and genu¬ 
inely funny,” Eichner said. “Even 
when Donald Glover came in to do 
‘Hakuna Matata’ in our scenes to¬ 
gether, we were all riffing. We kept it 
very organic and very raw, and I think 
the movie hopefully benefits from that.” 
Glover shared a similar sentiment 
about Favreau, saying the director’s 
vision for the remake is the reason 
he signed on. 

“The story of us all being con¬ 
nected is a universal truth that 
we really can’t ignore anymore,” 
he said. “If we don’t really like see 
the value of our lives together what’s 
the point of all this? Because we’re all 
connected.” 


Beyonce drops new 
original song from film 

Beyonce dropped a new origi¬ 
nal song from Disney’s live-action 
“Lion King” remake on Tuesday. 

“Spirit” comes at a pivotal 
moment for Nala, the character 
voiced by Beyonce, in the film 
that comes out July 18. She also 
co-wrote the song. 

It’s part of an album called 
“The Lion King: The Gift” that 
Beyonce is executive producing 
and performing on along with 
other artists. It will be released 
digitally July 11, with the physi¬ 
cal album coming July 19. 

“The Gift” is a companion 
to the “Lion King” soundtrack, 
which consists mostly of songs 
from the film, along with a new 
number from Elton John and Tim 
Rice, who wrote the songs for the 
original “Lion King.” 

From The Associated Press 




AP 


Rip Tom won an Emmy in 1996 
for supporting actor in a comedy 
series for his work on “The 
Larry Sanders Show.” 

Emmy-winning actor 
Rip Torn dies at 88 

Award-winning television, film 
and theater actor Rip Torn has 
died at the age of 88, according to 
his publicist. 

Rick Miramontez said Torn 
died Tuesday at his home with his 
wife and daughters by his side. No 
cause of death was given. 

Torn was a free-spirited Texan 
who overcame his quirky name 
to become a distinguished actor 
who won an Emmy late in his ca¬ 
reer for his comedy turn on TV’s 
“The Larry Sanders Show.” 

Torn made his film debut in 
1956 in an adaptation of Tennes¬ 
see Williams’ “Baby Doll.” Other 
film credits included “Sweet Bird 
of Youth,” “Critics Choice” and 
“The Cincinnati Kid.” 

His career spanned seven de¬ 
cades, ranging from an early 
career of dark, threatening roles 
to iconic comedic performances 
later in life, including the role 
of Patches O’Houlihan in 2004’s 
“Dodgeball: A True Underdog 
Story.” 

Netflix losing Triends’ 

AT&T is pulling “Friends” from 
Netflix to beef up its upcoming 
streaming service, the wireless 
company announced Tuesday. 

AT&T, which owns the Warner- 
Media entertainment business, 
also said that its service will be 
called HBO Max. It will launch in 
spring of 2020. As the name sug¬ 
gests, it will contain HBO con¬ 
tent, other video from the Warner 
Bros, studio — like “Friends” 
— and new series and movies 
that are exclusive to the service. 
AT&T has not announced a price. 

AT&T’s decision follows Com¬ 
cast’s NBCUniversal saying last 
month it would keep “The Office,” 
Netflix’s most popular show, for 
itself starting in 2021. Its service 
debuts in 2020. 

Netflix for years has been play¬ 
ing up its original shows and mov¬ 
ies, but much of its most popular 
video belongs to other companies. 
“Friends,” for example, is the 
second-most watched show on 
Netflix, according to Nielsen. 

Other news 

■ Arizona State University will 
present its 2019 Walter Cronkite 
Award for Excellence in Jour¬ 
nalism to Lester Holt on Nov. 4 
in Phoenix. Holt has anchored 
NBC’s flagship “Nightly News” 
since 2015, following eight years 
as anchor of the newscast’s week¬ 
end edition and 12 years as co-an¬ 
chor of “Weekend Today.” 

From The Associated Press 
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OPINION 

Acosta’s cowardice then should cost him now 


By Kathleen Parker 

Washington Post Writers Group 

WASHINGTON 
t helps to know people in high places, 
especially if you’re a sex offender and 
your name is Jeffrey Epstein. 

Some might say that Epstein, the 
multimillionaire financier, reached the 
summits of wealth and self-indulgence by 
his own volition. He is undeniably intelli¬ 
gent, a whiz kid at math and science in his 
early years who built his fortune in part by 
running a money management firm that 
catered to the mega-rich. He’s also a phi¬ 
lanthropist who specializes in collecting 
brilliant minds. 

His ascent from the middle class in 
which he was raised to his place among the 
wealthiest of the wealthy has allowed him 
to surround himself with the highest and 
the mightiest, including two presidents, 
Bill Clinton and Donald Trump. Although 
Trump now denies a relationship with Ep¬ 
stein, in 2002 he told New York magazine a 
different tale: 

“I’ve known Jeff for fifteen years. Ter¬ 
rific guy. He’s a lot of fun to be with. It is 
even said that he likes beautiful women as 
much as I do, and many of them are on the 
younger side.” 

Facing a federal indictment in 2007 for 
sex crimes that could have put him in pris¬ 
on for life, Epstein instead got off easy. His 
legal team, which included high-priced 
attorneys Alan Dershowitz and Kenneth 
Starr, secured a sweetheart nonprosecu¬ 
tion deal for Epstein that allowed him to 
plead guilty to lesser state charges. 

Epstein’s lawyers received no small 
amount of cooperation from Alexander 
Acosta, then U.S. attorney for the Southern 
District of Florida and now the U.S. secre¬ 
tary of labor. Thanks to these two sharp 
legal minds and one dull puppet, Epstein 



AP 


Labor Secretary Alexander Acosta listens 
during a meeting of the President’s 
National Council of the American Worker 
at the White House in September. 

ultimately served just 13 months in county 
jail and was allowed to spend up to 12 hours 
a day on “work release” six days a week. 
He also had to pay restitution to some of 
the victims and register as a sex offender. 

This was in spite of a 53-page federal in¬ 
dictment prepared by the FBI that identi¬ 
fied 36 potential victims, some as young as 
middle-school aged. 

There’s little question that Acosta was 
out-lawyered, but perhaps he was also 
disarmed by the attentions of these celeb¬ 
rity attorneys. Dershowitz, then a Harvard 
law professor, had famously defended O. J. 
Simpson. Starr, of course, was the indepen¬ 
dent counsel who investigated the Clinton 
Whitewater case, leading into the Monica 
Lewinsky cliffhanger. 

In a 2011 letter trying to defend himself 
after the cushy plea deal, Acosta wrote that 
he faced “a year-long assault on the pros¬ 
ecution and the prosecutors” by “an army 


of legal superstars.” He also asserted that 
defense lawyers “investigated individual 
prosecutors and their families, looking for 
personal peccadilloes that may provide a 
basis for disqualification.” 

Go on, grab a hanky. Acosta also has said 
he feared the young accusers might not be 
their own best witnesses. Perhaps not. 

Then again, seeing girls interrogated and 
cross-examined by high-profile lawyers 
might have worked in their favor. Instead, 
the alleged victims were kept in the dark 
about the nonprosecution agreement and 
the records were sealed, in contravention of 
the federal Crime Victims’ Rights Act. 

Justice is sometimes slow, but she ap¬ 
pears to be catching up with Epstein. 

On Monday, a new 14-page federal in¬ 
dictment was unsealed in New York accus¬ 
ing Epstein of sex trafficking and abuse of 
underage girls at his homes in Manhattan 
and Palm Beach, Fla., between 2002 and 
2005. The details are as disgusting as they 
are creepy. In short, Epstein allegedly had 
young girls brought to his homes to per¬ 
form massages and sex acts in exchange 
for money. After girls had been brought 
in, they were sometimes enticed to recruit 
other girls — and so it went on for years, 
according to the indictment. 

No one has ever overestimated the power 
of money, and its power to corrupt is ab¬ 
solute. The hubris that passeth all under¬ 
standing belongs to Epstein. 

Pending further revelations, one thing 
is clear: Acosta should step down from his 
Cabinet position for dereliction of duty in 
his prior role — and because he has the 
spine of a mollusk. In deciding not to fully 
prosecute Epstein in 2007 — and then 
agreeing to bury the proceedings without 
advising the victims — he violated the law, 
betrayed the victims’ trust and displayed 
rare cowardice before justice. 

Finally, nobody likes a whiner. 


Dems must offer more than a return to Iran deal 


By David Ignatius 
Washington Post Writers Group 

WASHINGTON 
emocratic candidates for presi¬ 
dent should get smart about 
America’s confrontation with 
Iran. Rather than seek only to 
restore the 2015 nuclear deal, they should 
also endorse a broader, new negotiation that 
addresses Iran’s meddling in the region 
and removes sanctions against Tehran. 

The goal should be “JCPOA 2.0, Plus,” 
argues Karim Sadjadpour, a senior fellow 
at the Carnegie Endowment for Interna¬ 
tional Peace. That’s a reference to the ac¬ 
ronym for the 2015 accord, known formally 
as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action. 
Sadjadpour, perhaps the most knowledge¬ 
able Iran expert in Washington, has urged 
several prominent Obama administration 
officials to support this course. 

This demand for a wider negotiation 
makes sense for several reasons. It’s a way 
to get the U.S. and Iran back to the table 
to discuss deescalation of the current con¬ 
frontation. But it’s also a way to force Iran 
to address a reality that’s clear to analysts 
in the U.S., Europe and the Middle East: 
Tehran’s behavior is a source of constant 
friction in the region; real stability and se¬ 
curity won’t be possible until Iran backs 
off. 

The Democrats’ stance is important 
because the U.S.-Iran standoff has now 
entered a dangerous phase of escalation 
and brinkmanship bargaining. The U.S. is 
waging what amounts to economic warfare 
to pressure Iran into making concessions. 
Iran has made graduated military moves 
to increase the cost for the U.S. — shoot¬ 


ing down a drone and, this week, blowing 
through the JCPOA caps on the enrich¬ 
ment of uranium. 

Iran’s leadership, in simple terms, is 
running a squeeze play. It knows President 
Donald Trump doesn’t want a war as he 
heads into an election year. And it’s hoping 
that the Democrats and Europeans pres¬ 
sure Trump to preserve the old status quo 
without making them pay a price. 

In political terms, the Iranians are 
hoping that disdain for Trump will be so 
strong on Democratic debate stages and in 
European foreign ministries that Tehran 
will get a pass. But, frankly, that’s a bet 
that nobody should want Tehran to win. 

Iran (like Russia, China and other ad¬ 
versaries) sees the battle for political sup¬ 
port in “information space” as the opening 
theater of battle in modern conflict. Teh¬ 
ran wants to use the asymmetry of this 
battleground to its advantage. America is 
an open society; public opinion flows free¬ 
ly, and if there’s one thing Republicans and 
Democrats agree on, it’s that they don’t 
want another war in the Middle East. 

Tehran counts on this political pres¬ 
sure to temper Trump’s rhetoric. Iranians, 
from the ruling elite to traders in the ba¬ 
zaar, read Trump’s comments in May in 
Japan as a sign of the president’s pliability. 
“I think we’ll make a deal,” Trump said. 
“We’re not looking for regime change. I 
just want to make that clear. We’re looking 
for no nuclear weapons.” 

Trump seems to be counting on his “max¬ 
imum pressure” campaign of sanctions to 
clamp the Iranian economy so tight that 
the hardliners give ground in any negotia¬ 
tion. This strategy has two big problems: 
It puts America’s European allies in the 


middle, between Tehran and Washington, 
and it assumes that the Iranian people will 
compel the regime to make concessions. 

As a closed society, Iran has the seem¬ 
ing advantage that it can suppress dissent 
or Western reporting about it. The danger 
for such closed nations is that strangling 
dissent can eventually create a domestic 
pressure cooker. When public anger fi¬ 
nally explodes, it can rock society. Look at 
the millions in the streets of Hong Kong 
over the past month to protest Beijing’s 
policies, or the protesters in Russia who 
forced withdrawal of the arrest of a Rus¬ 
sian journalist. 

There are tiny glimmers of dissent vis¬ 
ible behind the Iranian veil. Few publica¬ 
tions have regular dispatches from Tehran, 
but The Financial Times’ correspondent 
there reported recently, “The economy is 
contracting and an army of unemployed 
young people think they have no future 
in their homeland. The hopelessness is 
alarming.” 

The political danger for Tehran was 
summarized well in a July 8 speech by for¬ 
mer President Mohammad Khatami: “If 
people lose faith in reform, gradually the 
overthrowing mentality will take hold and, 
God forbid, they might succeed.” 

Democrats could take the high ground 
in this debate if they made a simple point: 
We oppose Trump’s Iran policy and favor 
a return to the JCPOA. But we also oppose 
Iran’s destabilizing actions in Lebanon, 
Syria, Iraq and Yemen. 

It’s the right policy, and it’s also useful 
leverage in this crisis. A harder line on 
the American left would usefully turn the 
tables. 
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BUSINESS/WEATHER _ 

Uber offers more room, less talk at a cost 


By Cathy Bussewitz 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Uber passengers can 
now get a more spacious ride and a less 
talkative driver—if they’re willing to shell 
out a few extra dollars. 

The ride-hailing giant launched “com¬ 
fort” rides in dozens of cities Tuesday. Rid¬ 
ers are guaranteed 36 inches of legroom 
in “newer” cars — meaning those that are 
under 5 years old — and they can request a 
preferred air temperature. 

Riders can also use the app to tell driv¬ 


ers they don’t want to chat, avoiding what 
some consider an awkward exchange. 

Uber is responding to requests from 
business travelers and others who say they 
just want to work or rest quietly. 

“It’s a way to set up an expectation up 
front... it takes some guesswork out of the 
process,” said Aydin Ghajar, senior prod¬ 
uct manager at Uber. 

In the early days of ride-hailing, when 
drivers for Uber and its main U.S. rival, 
Lyft, began picking up riders in their per¬ 
sonal cars, riders were often chatty, asking 
the drivers lots of questions. 


“It was so new and innovative that a lot 
of people were curious about other things 
they (drivers) did,” said Harry Campbell, 
founder of The Rideshare Guy, a blog and 
online community for drivers. “Over the 
years, it’s gotten more transactional.” 

Uber rolled out a “quiet mode” for Uber 
Black — its premium car service — in 
May. 

“Some drivers like it; they don’t want 
to have to look at social cues,” Campbell 
said. “Other drivers feel that it’s a little 
dehumanizing.... I do feel like in our soci¬ 
ety, everything is turning into an app, and 


we’re losing the lost art of conversation.” 

Comfort rides cost 20% to 40% more for 
time and distance charges than standard 
Uber X rides. The move could help Uber 
boost revenue, which could nudge the com¬ 
pany closer to profitability. 

“I think it would help maybe to boost 
those numbers up a little bit and maybe 
give some of the analysts on Wall Street 
something more to hang their hat on to 
remain bullish on the stock, based on the 
fact that the company still is not profit¬ 
able,” said Daniel Morgan, vice president 
of Synovus Trust Co. 


Court: Amazon can be sued for defective product 


It was just a matter of whether the court 
was going to look past what I considered 
an antiquated precedent, f 

David Wilk 

attorney for the plaintiff 


By David Porter 

Associated Press 

A federal appeals court has 
ruled that Amazon can be sued 
over a defective product sold by 
one of its third-party vendors, in 
a decision the dissenting judge 
called “a relatively uncharted 
area of law.” 

The lawsuit was brought by a 
Pennsylvania woman who suf¬ 
fered permanent blindness in one 
eye after a retractable dog leash 
she bought online snapped and 
hit her four years ago. 

Heather Oberdorf sued Ama¬ 
zon for strict products liability 
and negligence, but a lower court 
ruled the online retailer was 
protected because it couldn’t be 
characterized as a seller under 
state law. 

It also concluded her claims 
were barred by the Communica¬ 
tions Decency Act, a 1990s federal 
law that shields online publishers 
of third-party content. 

In a 2-1 decision released last 
week, however, the 3rd U.S. Cir¬ 
cuit Court of Appeals in Philadel¬ 


phia reversed most of the lower 
court’s ruling, holding that Ama¬ 
zon can be classified as a seller in 
part because it doesn’t allow cus¬ 
tomers to communicate directly 
with third-party vendors. 

David Wilk, an attorney who 
argued the case for Oberdorf, said 
he believed it was the first time a 
court had characterized Amazon 
as a seller under state products li¬ 
ability laws. 

“There’s an intuitive logic to 
our position, and it wasn’t a hard 
argument to make,” he said. “It 
was just a matter of whether 
the court was going to look past 
what I considered an antiquated 
precedent.” 

An Amazon spokeswoman de¬ 
clined to comment Tuesday. 


Amazon had cited a 1980s 
Pennsylvania case involving a 
man who was injured by a tractor 
his father had bought at an auc¬ 
tion. A court had found the auc¬ 
tion house couldn’t be held liable 
because it only acted as an agent 
for the seller. 

The appeals court disagreed 
with that interpretation. 

“This enables third-party ven¬ 
dors to conceal themselves from 
the customer, leaving customers 
injured by defective products 
with no direct recourse to the 
third-party vendor,” the majority 
wrote. 

“There are numerous cases in 
which neither Amazon nor the 
party injured by a defective prod¬ 
uct, sold by Amazon.com, were 


able to locate the product’s third- 
party vendor or manufacturer.” 

That is what occurred in Ober- 
dorf’s case, according to the rul¬ 
ing, as neither she nor Amazon 
was able to contact the vendor, 
The Furry Gang. 

The appeals court also said the 
Communications Decency Act 
doesn’t shield Amazon from li¬ 
ability because Amazon “plays a 
large role in the actual sales pro¬ 
cess” and isn’t merely a publisher 
of information or content provid¬ 
ed by third parties. 


MARKET WATCH 


Nasdaq 

composite 



8,141.73 


Standard & 3.68 

Poor’s 500 2,979.63 


Russell 

2000 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (July 11).$1.1534 

Dollar buys (July 11).€0.867 

British pound (July 11).$1.28 

Japanese yen (July 11).106.00 

South Korean won (July 11).1,151.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3768 

British pound.$1.2503 

Canada (Dollar).1.3095 

China (Yuan).6.8755 

Denmark (Krone).6.6408 

Egypt (Pound).16.6319 

Euro.$1.1239/0.8898 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8153 

Hungary (Forint).289.90 

Israel (Shekel).3.5626 

Japan (Yen).108.72 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3043 

Norway (Krone).8.6008 

Philippines (Peso).51.37 

Poland (Zloty).3.80 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7506 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3590 

South Korea (Won).1,177.49 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9904 

Thailand (Baht).30.71 

Turkey (Lira).5.7177 


(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate. 

Discount rate. 

Federal funds market 

3-month bill. 

30-year bond. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 “Frozen” snow 
queen 
5 Toe woe 
9 Spigot 

12 Baseball glove 

13 Stratagem 

14 Pub pint 

15 Lionel products 

17 Long, crasser 

18 Furtive 

19 Shire of “Rocky” 

21 Biz abbr. 

22 Burial chamber 
24 Ancient invader 

27 Stickum 

28 Fido’s feet 

31 Church seat 

32 Zsa Zsa’s sister 

33 Sass 

34 “East of 
Eden” twin 

36 Actor Beatty 

37 Test version 

38 Potato, for one 

40 Undergrad deg. 

41 Tony-winning 
actress Rivera 

43 Throngs 

47 Ewe’s mate 

48 Luau lighting 

51 Guitar’s kin 

52 Lena of 
“Chocolat” 

53 NBA’s Archibald 


54 Marked a ballot 

55 Tear 

56 Halt 

DOWN 

1 911 responders 

2 Pride member 

3 Eyelid woe 

4 Tack on 

5 Battleship color 

6 French “yes” 

7 SEAL’S org. 

8 Irritable 

9 Whopper 

10 Jai — 

11 Anti-fur org. 

16 “Top Hat” studio 
20 PC program 

22 Lid 

23 Map line 

24 Transcript no. 


25 Not ’neath 

26 Cheated on 

27 Chromosome 
part 

29 Humorist 

30 Resort 
35 Fanatic 

37 Industry tycoons 

39 Ulan — 

40 Automaton, 
for short 

41 Heart of the 
matter 

42 Cod cousin 

43 Posterior 

44 “Phooey!” 

45 Outside (Pref.) 

46 Smith of Fox 
News 

49 -de-France 

50 Family 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



7-11 CRYPTOQUIP 


NCYPY VAAQWYP NCLN FAZ 
SZFP KLQYG LTY NAA CLTG 
LIG VTZDKOF. PATTF, W’D 


KYWIS KTWNNOF CAIYPN. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: AT FIRST I DIDN’T 
AUDIBLY LAUGH AT THAT FUNNY GUY’S ONE- 
LINER, BUT THEN I HAD A HA-HA MOMENT. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: K equals B 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSl^STRIPES.' 


CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3)6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 



STARS^STRIPES. 

Mobile • Online • Print 


Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


Announcements 040 Automotive 


SCAM 

FADS 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 


Entertainment 450 


Are you in the picture? 


Reading Stars and Stripes gives you a better handle on issues that affect you most. 
No one covers the bases the way we do. 

STARS^STRIPES. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 


Want a bett er picture? 


You’ll get one - just by reading 
Stars and Stripes military news coverage. 

In print • Online atstripes.com • Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases the way we do. 


STARSK^STRIPES. 

However you read us, wherever you need ui 
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Round-the-world news for America s military. 
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STARS 

Presents 


.and. 


STRIPES. 


™ R «HIR 

A STARS AND STRIPES PODCAST 


A new podcast from the unique perspective only 
Stars and Stripes can provide. 

Join us as we examine the influence of private military 
contracting on today’s armed forces. 

Explore the culture, history, myths and facts of the new 
reality of modern warfare. 


Listen Now on 

[ DtfwiMujJ aft *hr 1 M GET IT OW 

V AppStore H P Google Play 

and on Stupe 


Hosted by Michelle Harven and 
Air Force veteran Desmon Farris 


Available Now 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most | 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Fight schedule 

July 12 

At Edion Arena, Osaka, Japan, Rob¬ 
ert Brant vs. Ryoya Murata, 12, for 
Brant’s WBA World middleweight title; 
Joe Noynay vs. Satoshi Shimizu, 12, for 
Noynay’s WBO Asia Pacific super feath¬ 
erweight title; Ken Shiro vs. Jonathan 
Taconing, 12, for Shiro’s WBC World light 
flyweight title. 

At Liverpool, England, James Dickens 
vs. Nathaniel May, 10, featherweights; 
Martin Murray vs Kim Poulsen, 10, super 
middleweights. 

At Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Ca¬ 
sino, Hollywood, Fla., Derrieck Cuevas 
vs. Jesus Alberto Beltran, 10 for Cuevas’ 
WBA Fedelatin welterweight title. 

At Emerald Queen Casino, Tacoma, 
Wash., Jermaine Franklin vs. Jerry For¬ 
rest, 12, heavyweights; BJ Flores vs. Otto 
Wallin, 12, heavyweights; Giovanni Mio- 
letti vs. Luis Porozo, 10, featherweights. 

July 13 

At 02 Arena, London, Joe Joyce vs. 
Bryant Jennings, 12, heavyweights; Liam 
Williams vs. Karim Achour, 12, for the 
vacant WBC Silver middleweight title; 
Daniel Dubois vs. Nathan Gorman, 12, for 
the vacant BBBofC British heavyweight 
title; Sunny Edwards vs. Hiram Gallardo, 
12, for the vacant IBF International super 
flyweight title; Archie Sharp vs. Jordan 
McCorry, 10, for Sharp’s WBO European 
super featherweight title. 

At Prudential Center in Newark, N.J. 
(ESPN), Joshua Greer Jr. vs. Nikolai Po¬ 
tapov, 10, bantamweights; Shakur Ste¬ 
venson vs. Hairon Socarras, 10, feather¬ 
weights. 

At the Armory, Minneapolis, Jamal 
James vs. Antonio DeMarco, 10, wel¬ 
terweights; Robert Helenius vs. Gerald 
Washington, 10, heavyweights; Bryant 
Perrella vs. Domonique Dolton, 10, wel¬ 
terweights; Charles Martin vs. Daniel 
Martz, 10, heavyweights; Gary Antonio 
Russell vs. Francisco Pedroza, 10, ban¬ 
tamweights. 

At Dignity Health Sports Park, Carson, 
Calif., Rey Vargas vs. Tomoki Kameda, 
12, for Vargas’ WBC junior featherweight 
title; Diego De La Hoya vs. Ronny Rios, 12, 
for the interim WBA World featherweight 
title; Joet Gonzalez vs. Manuel Avila, 10, 
featherweights; Alexis Rocha vs. Berlin 
Abreu, 10, welterweights. 

July 19 

At MGM National Harbor, Oxon Hill, 
Md., Masayoshi Nakatani vs. Teofimo 
Lopez, 12, lightweights; Maxim Dada- 
shev vs. Subriel Matias, 12, super light¬ 
weights. 

July 20 

At Marseille, France, Mickael Dia.Ho 
vs. Walter Gabriel Sequeira, 12, for the 
vacant WBA Inter-Continental super 
middleweight title; Michel Soro vs. Ma¬ 
gomed Kurbanov, 12, for the vacant WBA 
World super welterweight title. 

At MGM Grand Garden Arena, Las Ve¬ 
gas, Keith Thurman vs. Manny Pacquiao, 
12, for Thurman’s WBA Super World wel¬ 
terweight title; Caleb Plant vs. Mike Lee, 
12, for Plant’s IBF super middleweight ti¬ 
tle; Yordenis Ugas vs. Omar Figueroa Jr., 
12, WBC welterweight eliminator; Sergey 
Lipinets vs. John Molina Jr., 12, welter¬ 
weights; Luis Nery vs. Juan Carlos Paya- 
no, 12, bantamweights; Efe Ajagba vs. AM 
Eren Demirezen, 10, heavyweights. 

At Brentwood, England, Neslan Mach¬ 
ado vs. Alexander Mejia, 10, for Macha¬ 
do’s WBA International super bantam¬ 
weight title. 

July 27 

At Royal Farms Arena, Baltimore, Ger- 
vonta Davis vs. Ricardo Nunez, 12, for 
Davis’ WBA Super World super feather¬ 
weight title; Yuriorkis Gamboa vs. Ro¬ 
man Martinez, 10, lightweights; Jezreel 
Corrales vs. Ladarius Miller, 10, light¬ 
weights. 

At College Park Center, Arlington, 
Texas, Maurice Hooker vs. Jose Ramirez, 
12, for Hooker’s WBO and Ramirez’s WBC 
junior welterweight titles; Murat Gasiev 
vs. Joey Dawejko, 10, heavyweights. 

Aug. 3 

At Barclays Center, Brooklyn, N.Y., 
Marcus Browne vs. Jean Pascal, 12, for 
the interim WBA World light heavyweight 
title; Adam Kownacki vs. Chris Arreola, 
12, heavyweights; Andre Berto vs. Miguel 
Cruz, 12, welterweights. 

At Liacouras Center, Philadelphia, Carl 
Frampton vs. Emmanuel Dominguez, 12, 
featherweights. 

Aug. 24 

At Nagoya, Japan, Kosei Tanaka vs. 
Jonathan Gonzalez, 12, for Tanaka’s WBO 
flyweight title. 

At TBA, Puerto Rico, Vic Saludar vs. 
Wilfredo Mendez, 12, for Saludar’s WBO 
strawweight title. 

At Bert Ogden Arena, Edinburg, Tex¬ 
as, Brandon Figueroa vs. Javier Nicolas 
Chacon, 12, for the interim WBA World 
super bantamweight title. 


Pro soccer 

1 

Cycling 

1 

Deals 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 

Philadelphia 10 5 6 36 39 28 

D.C. United 8 5 7 31 25 21 

Atlanta 9 7 3 30 27 23 

Montreal 9 9 3 30 26 34 

New York City FC 7 2 8 29 30 20 

New York 8 7 4 28 33 27 

Toronto FC 6 8 5 23 30 33 

New England 6 8 5 23 22 36 

Orlando City 6 9 4 22 27 27 

Chicago 5 8 7 22 31 29 

Columbus 5 13 2 17 17 30 

Cincinnati 4 13 2 14 18 44 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 
Los Angeles FC 13 2 4 43 50 16 

LA Galaxy 11 7 1 34 26 22 

Seattle 9 5 5 32 29 25 

Minnesota United 9 7 3 30 36 29 

FC Dallas 8 7 5 29 29 25 

San Jose 8 7 4 28 30 30 

Houston 8 7 3 27 28 25 

Real Salt Lake 8 9 2 26 25 29 

Portland 7 8 2 23 26 28 

Sporting KC 5 7 7 22 29 34 

Vancouver 4 8 8 20 22 31 

Colorado 5 10 4 19 29 38 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Wednesday, July 3 
New York City FC 3, Seattle 0 
Philadelphia 3, Orlando City 1 
Chicago 5, Atlanta 1 
Minnesota United 3, San Jose 1 
Los Angeles FC 5, Sporting Kansas City 1 
Houston 4, New York 0 
Real Salt Lake 1, Columbus 0 
Thursday, July 4 
FC Dallas 2, D.C. United 0 
New England 2, Colorado 1 
LA Galaxy 2, Toronto FC 0 
Saturday, July 6 
Cincinnati 3, Houston 2 
Minnesota United 3, Montreal 2 
Seattle 2, Columbus 1 
Sporting Kansas City 1, Chicago 0 
Los Angeles FC 6, Vancouver 1 
San Jose 1, Real Salt Lake 0 
Sunday, July 7 
New York 3, Atlanta 3, tie 
Orlando City 2, Philadelphia 2, tie 
Portland 1, New York City FC 0 
Friday’s games 
New England at D.C. United 
Los Angeles FC at Houston 
San Jose at LA Galaxy 

Saturday’s games 
Columbus at Orlando City 
Toronto FC at Montreal 
Cincinnati at Chicago 
FC Dallas at Minnesota United 
Philadelphia at Real Salt Lake 
Sporting Kansas City at Vancouver 
Colorado at Portland 

Sunday’s games 
Atlanta at Seattle 
New York City FC at New York 


W L T Pts GF GA 

Reign FC 5 1 5 20 12 9 

North Carolina 5 2 4 19 24 12 

Portland 5 2 4 19 19 13 

Washington 5 3 3 18 17 11 

Utah 5 3 2 17 8 7 

Chicago 4 5 2 14 17 18 

Houston 3 4 4 13 13 18 

Orlando 2 8 2 8 12 27 

Sky Blue FC 1 7 2 5 8 15 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Friday, July 5 

Houston 5, North Carolina 2 
Reign FC 1, Portland 0 

Saturday, July 6 
Orlando 4. Washington 3 
Sky Blue FC 2, Chicago 1 
Friday’s game 
Utah at Sky Blue FC 

Saturday’s game 
Reign FC at North Carolina 
Chicago at Houston 

Sunday's game 
Orlando at Portland 

Friday, July 19 
Portland at Utah 

Saturday, July 20 
Houston at Washington 
Sky Blue FC at Orlando 

Sunday, July 21 
North Carolina at Chicago 


Pro basketball 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 


5 .643 


Washington 
Connecticut 

Chicago 7 7 .500 

New York 7 8 .467 

Indiana 6 9 .400 

Atlanta 3 10 .231 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L Pet 

Las Vegas 9 5 .643 

Minnesota 8 6 .571 

Los Angeles 7 7 .500 

Phoenix 6 6 .500 

Seattle 8 8 .500 

Dallas 5 9 .357 

Monday’s games 
No games scheduled 

Tuesday’s game 
Dallas 74, Los Angeles 62 

Wednesday’s games 
Connecticut at Atlanta 
Phoenix at Washington 
Las Vegas at Indiana 
Minnesota at Chicago 

Thursday's games 
No games scheduled 


Tour de France 

Tuesday 
Nancy, France 
Fourth Stage 

A 213.5-kilometer (133-mile) flat ride 
from Reims to Nancy in northeastern 
France, with a Category 4 climb near the 
finish 

1. Elia Viviani, Italy, Deceuninck-Quick- 
Step, 5:09:20. 

2. Alexander Kristoff, Norway, UAE 
Team Emirates, same time. 

3. Caleb Ewan, Australia, Lotto Soudal, 
same time. 

4. Peter Sagan, Slovakia, Bora-Hans- 
grohe, same time. 

5. Dylan Groenewegen, Netherlands, 
Jumbo-Visma, same time. 

6. Mike Teunissen, Netherlands, Jum¬ 
bo-Visma, same time. 

7. Giacomo Nizzolo, Italy, Dimension 
Data, same time. 

8. Jasper Stuyven, Belgium, Trek- 
Segafredo, same time. 

9. Michael Matthews, Australia, Sun¬ 
web, same time. 

10. Christophe Laporte, France, Cofi- 
dis, same time. 

11. Matteo Trentin, Italy, Mitchelton- 
Scott, same time. 

12. Andre Greipel, Germany, Mitchel- 
ton-Scott, same time. 

13. Niccolo Bonifazio, Italy, Total Di¬ 
rect Energie, same time. 

14. Matej Mohoric, Slovenia, Bahrain- 
Merida, same time. 

15. Ivan Garcia, Spain, Bahrain-Me- 
rida, same time. 

16. Andrea Pasqualon, Italy, Wanty- 
Gobert, same time. 

17. Rick Zabel, Germany, Katusha 
Alpecin, same time. 

18. Sonny Colbrelli, Italy, Bahrain-Me- 
rida, same time. 

19. Maximiliano Richeze, Argentina, 
Deceuninck-QuickStep, same time. 

20. Guillaume Martin, France, Wanty- 
Gobert, same time. 

Overall Standings 
(After four stages) 

1. Julian Alaphilippe, France, Deceun¬ 
inck-QuickStep, 14:41:39. 

2. Wout Van Aert, Belgium, Jumbo- 
Visma, :20. 

3. Steven Kruijswijk, Netherlands, 
Jumbo-Visma, :25. 

4. George Bennett, New Zealand, Jum¬ 
bo-Visma, same time. 

5. Michael Matthews, Australia, Sun¬ 
web, :40. 

6. Egan Bernal, Colombia, Ineos, same 

7. Geraint Thomas, Britain, Ineos, :45. 

8. Enric Mas, Spain, Deceuninck- 
QuickStep, :46. 

9. Greg Van Avermaet, Belgium, CCC, 

10. Michael Woods, Canada, EF Educa¬ 
tion First, same time. 

11. Wilco Kelderman, Netherlands, 
Sunweb, same time. 

12. Thibaut Pinot, France, Groupama- 


LPGA Tour statistics 

Through July 7 

Scoring 

1, Jin Young Ko, 69.255. 2, Hyo Joo 
Kim, 69.324. 3, Sung Hyun Park, 69.378. 
4, Brooke M. Henderson, 69.667. 5, Amy 
Yang, 69.771. 6, Minjee Lee, 69.793. 7, Nel¬ 
ly Korda, 69.804. 8, Mi Jung Hur, 69.865. 9, 
Jeongeun Lee6, 69.959.10, Carlota Cigan- 
da, 69.964. 

Driving Distance 

1, Anne van Dam, 286.115. 2, Angel 
Yin, 281.784. 3, Joanna Klatten, 279.275. 
4, Sung Hyun Park, 279.067. 5, Jessica 
Korda, 277.500. 6, Nanna Koerstz Mad¬ 
sen, 277.092. 7, Lexi Thompson, 276.942. 

8, Elizabeth Szokol, 276.137. 9, Brooke M. 
Henderson, 275.926. 10, Carlota Ciganda, 
274.063. 

Greens in Regulation 

1, Jin Young Ko, 79.10%. 2, Nelly Korda, 
76.40%. 3, Sung Hyun Park, 76.30%. 4, 
Minjee Lee, 76.10%. 5, Jodi Ewart Shadoff, 
75.70%. 6, Brooke M. Henderson, 75.50%. 
7, Shanshan Feng, 75.30%. 8 (tie), Eun- 
Hee Ji and Amy Olson, 75.10%. 10, 2 tied 
with 75.00%. 

Putts per GIR 

1 (tie), Mi Jung Hur and Hyo Joo Kim, 
1.718. 3, Haru Nomura, 1.742. 4, Sung 
Hyun Park, 1.749.5, Jin Young Ko, 1.753.6, 
Giulia Molinaro, 1.758.7, Azahara Munoz, 
1.759. 8, Nanna Koerstz Madsen, 1.764. 

9, Ariya Jutanugarn, 1.765. 10, Carlota 
Ciganda, 1.767. 

Birdies 

1, Ariya Jutanugarn, 240.2 (tie), Minjee 
Lee and Yu Liu, 237.4, Moriya Jutanugarn, 
227.5, Gaby Lopez, 224.6, Brooke M. Hen¬ 
derson, 220. 7 (tie), Carlota Ciganda and 
Azahara Munoz, 217. 9, 2 tied with 212. 

Eagles 

1, Carlota Ciganda, 13. 2, Ariya Juta¬ 
nugarn, 10. 3, Brooke M. Henderson, 8. 4, 
7 tied with 7. 

Sand Save Percentage 

1, Katherine Kirk, 65.96%. 2, Hyo Joo 
Kim, 63.04%. 3, Jackie Stoelting, 62.50%. 
4, So Yeon Ryu, 61.91%. 5 (tie), Paja- 
ree Anannarukarn and Morgan Pressel, 
61.54%. 7 (tie), Sarah Kemp and In-Kyung 
Kim, 58.82%. 9, Yu Liu, 57.58%. 10, 3 tied 
with 57.14%. 

Rounds Under Par 

1, Hyo Joo Kim, 78.38%. 2, Jin Young Ko, 
76.47%. 3, Inbee Park, 74.42%. 4, Minjee 
Lee, 72.41%. 5 (tie), Jeongeun Lee6 and 
Giulia Molinaro, 71.43%. 7, Sung Hyun 
Park, 71.11%. 8, Nelly Korda, 69.57%. 9, 
Brooke M. Henderson, 68.52%. 10, Shan¬ 
shan Feng, 67.93%. 


FDJ, :52. 

13. Rigoberto Uran Colombia, EF Edu¬ 
cation First, :53. 

14. Tejay Van Garderen, United States, 
EF Education First, same time. 

15. Sonny Colbrelli, Italy, Bahrain-Me- 
rida, :56. 

16. David Gaudu, France, Groupama- 
FDJ, same time. 

17. Rudy Molard, France, Groupama- 
FDJ, :57. 

18. Peter Sagan, Slovakia, Bora-Hans- 
grohe, 1:00. 

19. Nicolas Roche, Ireland, Sunweb, 
same time. 

20. Matteo Trentin, Italy, Mitchelton- 
Scott, 1:01. 

Tour de France stages 

July 6 — Stage 1: Brussels—Brus¬ 
sels, flat, 120.9 miles (194.5 kilometers) 
(Stage: Mike Teunissen, Netherlands; 
Yellow Jersey: Teunissen) 

July 7 — Stage 2: Brussels Palais Roy¬ 
al—Brussels Atomium, team time trial, 
17.1 (27.6) (Jumbo-Visma; Teunissen) 
July 8 — Stage 3: Binche—Epernay, 
hilly, 133.6 (215) (Julian Alaphilippe, 
France; Alaphilippe) 

July 9 — Stage 4: Reims—Nancy, flat, 
132.7 (213.5) (Elia Viviani, Italy; Ala¬ 
philippe) 

July 10 — Stage 5: Saint-Die-des- 
Vosges—Colmar, hilly, 109.1 (175.5) 

July 11 — Stage 6: Mulhouse—La 
Planche des Belles Filles, mountain, 99.7 

(160.5) 

July 12 — Stage 7: Belfort—Chalon- 
Sur-Salone, flat, 142.9 (230) 

July 13 — Stage 8: Macon—Saint-Eti- 
enne, hilly, 124.3 (200) 

July 14 — Stage 9: Saint-Etienne—Bri- 
oude, hilly, 105.9 (170.5) 

July 15 - Stage 10: Saint-Flour-AIbi, 
flat, 135.1 (217.5) 

July 16 - Rest: Albi 
July 17 — Stage 11: Albi—Toulouse, 
flat, 103.8 (167) 

July 18 — Stage 12: Toulouse—Ba- 
gneres-de-Bigorre, mountain, 130.2 

(209.5) 

July 19 — Stage 13: Pau—Pau, individ¬ 
ual time trial, 16.9 (27.2) 

July 20 — Stage 14: Tarbes—Tourmalet 
Bareges, mountain, 73.0 (117.5) 

July 21 — Stage 15: Limoux—Foix Prat 
d’Albis, mountain, 115.0 (185) 

July 22 - Rest: Nimes 
July 23 — Stage 16: Nimes—Nimes, 
flat, 110.0 (177) 

July 24 — Stage 17: Pont du Gard—Gap, 
hilly, 124.3 (200) 

July 25 — Stage 18: Embrun—Valloire, 
mountain, 129.2 (208) 

July 26 — Stage 19: Saint-Jean-de-Mau- 
rienne—Tignes, mountain, 78.6 (126.5) 
July 27 — Stage 20: Albertville—Val 
Thorens, mountain, 80.8 (130) 

July 28 — Stage 21: Rambouillet—Paris 
Champs-Elysees, flat, 79.5 (128) 

Total - 2,162.6 miles (3480.3 km) 


Champions Tour statistics 

Through July 7 
Scoring 

1, Steve Strieker, 68.85. 2, David Toms, 
69.00. 3, Bernhard Langer, 69.42. 4, Jerry 
Kelly, 69.46. 5, Scott McCarron, 69.51. 6, 
Scott Parel, 69.60. 7, Kevin Sutherland, 
69.71. 8, Kirk Triplett, 69.93. 9, Retief 
Goosen, 69.97. 10, Billy Andrade, 70.12. 
Driving Distance 

1, John Daly, 295.8. 2, Darren Clarke, 
292.2. 3, Brandt Jobe, 292.0. 4, Kevin 
Sutherland, 287.8. 5, Retief Goosen, 287.2. 
6, Scott McCarron, 287.0. 7, Scott Parel, 
284.0.8, Vijay Singh, 283.9.9, Steve Striek¬ 
er, 283.8. 10, Doug Garwood, 282.6. 

Greens in Regulation Pet. 

1, David Toms, 73.02%. 2, Kevin Suther¬ 
land, 72.81%. 3, Brandt Jobe, 72.64%. 
4, Jerry Kelly, 72.07%. 5, Billy Andrade, 
71.79%. 6, Ken Tanigawa, 71.69%. 7, Scott 
Parel, 70.90%. 8, Tom Lehman, 70.83%. 9, 
Bernhard Langer, 70.71%. 10, Scott Mc¬ 
Carron, 70.63%. 

Putting Average 

1, David Toms, 1.707. 2, Kirk Triplett, 
1.724. 3, Steve Strieker, 1.725. 4, Kent 
Jones, 1.737. 5, Kevin Sutherland, 1.739. 
6, Mark O’Meara, 1.743. 7, Joey Sindelar, 
1.749. 8, Scott Parel, 1.750. 9, 2 tied with 
1.753. 

Birdie Average 

1, David Toms, 4.63. 2, Steve Strieker, 
4.37. 3, Scott McCarron, 4.22. 4, Kevin 
Sutherland, 4.2. 5, Kirk Triplett, 4.16. 6 
(tie), Kent Jones and Jeff Maggert, 4.05. 

8, Retief Goosen, 4.03. 9, Darren Clarke, 
3.98.10, Miguel Angel Jim?nez, 3.97. 

Eagles (Holes per) 

1, Scott Parel, 101.3. 2, Tom Lehman, 
108.0. 3, Kevin Sutherland, 123.0. 4, Jeff 
Maggert, 140.4.5, Bernhard Langer, 148.5. 
6, Esteban Toledo, 153.0. 7, John Daly, 
156.0. 8, Paul Goydos, 158.4. 9, 3 tied with 
162.0. 

Sand Save Percentage 

1, Rocco Mediate, 64.44%. 2, Jesper 
Parnevi k, 62.50%. 3, Car I os F ranco, 61.76%. 

4, David Frost, 60.94%. 5, Paul Broadhurst, 
60.00%. 6, Steve Strieker, 58.62%. 7, Lee 
Janzen, 58.33%. 8, Tom Byrum, 57.63%. 

9, Mark Calcavecchia, 56.06%. 10, Miguel 
Angel Jim?nez, 55.81%. 

All-Around Ranking 
1, Steve Strieker, 66. 2, David Toms, 
85. 3, Scott Parel, 98. 4, Jerry Kelly, 118. 

5, Bernhard Langer, 132. 6, Scott McCar¬ 
ron, 133. 7, Kevin Sutherland, 144. 8, Tom 
Lehman, 154. 9, Kirk Triplett, 157. 10, 2 
tied with 159. 


Tuesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BALTIMORE ORIOLES - Added RHP 
Aaron Brooks to the 25-man roster. 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX - Sent C Wel- 
ington Castillo to Birmingham (SL) for a 
rehab assignment. 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Sent RHP 
Keynan Middleton to Inland Empire (Cal) 
for a rehab assignment. 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Signed SS Alec 
Craig to a minor league contract. 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Signed LHP Dan 
Jennings to a minor league contract. 

OAKLAND ATHLETICS - Sent LHP 
Sean Manaea to Stockton (Cal) for rehab 
assignment. 

TAMPA BAY RAYS - Sent 3B Matt 
Duffy, RHP Diego Castillo and LHP An¬ 
thony Banda to the GCL Rays for rehab 
assignments. 

National League 

CHICAGO CUBS - Sent RHP Allen 
Webster to Tennessee (SL) for a rehab 
assignment. 

PITTSBURGH PIRATES - Optioned 2B 
Kevin Kramer to Indianapolis (IL). Signed 
OF Deion Walker to a minor league con¬ 
tract and assigned him the th GCL Pi¬ 
rates. 

SAN DIEGO PADRES - Sent OF Travis 
Jankowski to Lake Elsinore (Cal) for a re¬ 
hab assignment. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

LOS ANGELES CLIPPERS - Signed 
F Mfiondu Kabengele and G Terance 
Mann. 

LOS ANGELES LAKERS - Signed G Av¬ 
ery Bradley, F Devontae Caco and F Aric 
Holman. 

WASHINGTON WIZARDS - Signed G 
Ish Smith. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

OAKLAND RAIDERS - Signed RB josh 
Jacobs. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS - Acquired 
F Alex Nylander from Buffalo for D Henri 
Jokiharju. 

COLORADO AVALANCHE - Agreed to 
terms with coach Jared Bednar on a two- 
year contract extension. 

TAMPA BAY LIGHTNING - re-signed 
F Danick Martel to a one-year, two-way 
contract. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

ATLANTA UNITED - Signed D George 
Campell. 

COLUMBUS CREW - Named Dante 
Washington director of team strategic 
partnerships and business develop¬ 
ment. 

COLLEGE 

CLAYTON STATE - Named Hank Kim 
athletics development officer in addition 
to his duties as men’s golf coach. 

PENNSYLVANIA - Named Dr. Jeremy 
Weeks assistant director of strength 
and conditioning and Michelle Pifer as- 
sisant strength and conditioning coach. 
Promoted Stephen Brindle to associate 
strength and conditioning coach/head 
of basketball performance, Miguel Rive¬ 
ra to assistant strength and conditioning 
coach/head of football performance and 
Pat Dolan to full-time assistant strength 
and conditioning coach. 


AP sportlight 


July 11 

1914 — Babe Ruth makes his major 
league pitching debut for the Boston Red 
Sox against Cleveland, getting the 4-3 
victory over the Indians. 

1950 — Red Schoendienst hits a home 
run in the 14th inning to give the NL a 4-3 
victory in the All-Star game. 

1979 — Renaldo Nehemiah of the Unit¬ 
ed States sets a Pan American Games 
record in the 110 hurdles with a time of 
13.20 seconds. 

1981 — Britain’s Sebastian Coe breaks 
his own world record in the 1,000-meter 
run with a time of 2:12.18 in a meet in 
Oslo, Norway. Seven runners shatter the 
3-minute, 51-second barrier in the mile 
led by Steve Ovett at 3:49.25. Steve Scott 
finishes third and sets an American re¬ 
cord in 3:49.68. 

1985 — Nolan Ryan of the Houston As¬ 
tros becomes the first pitcher in major 
league history to reach 4,000 strikeouts 
when he fans New York’s Danny Heep in 
the sixth inning. 

1993 — Alain Prost gets his 50th For¬ 
mula One victory by taking the British 
Grand Prix. 

1995 — Maryland quarterback Scott 
Milanovich, the most prolific passer in 
school history, is suspended for eight 
games by the NCAA for gambling on col¬ 
lege sports. 

2008 — Spanish cyclist Manuel Beltran 
tests positive for the performance-en¬ 
hancer EPO and is immediately kicked 
out of the Tour de France and suspended 
by his team, Liquigas. 

2011 - So Yeon Ryu wins the U.S. 
Women’s Open, defeating Hee Kyung 
Seo by three shots in a three-hole play¬ 
off. Ryu becomes the fifth South Korean 
to win the Open and the fourth in the last 
seven years. 

2015 — Serena Williams wins her sixth 
title at the All England Club, beating 
Garbine Muguruza of Spain 6-4, 6-4 in 
the women’s final. For Williams, it’s her 
second “Serena Slam” — holding all four 
major titles at the same time. Overall, 
it’s the 21st major title for Williams, one 
shy of Graf’s Open era record. 
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WIMBLEDON 


Federer, Nadal 
meet in semis 

Djokovic's 10-game run sends 
him to semifinals for ninth time 


By Howard Fendrich 

Associated. Press 

WIMBLEDON, England — 
Novak Djokovic used a 10-game 
run to transform what was shap¬ 
ing up as an even, entertaining 
Wimbledon quarterfinal into a 
lopsided romp. 

“I felt,” Djokovic said later, 
“like I managed to dismantle his 
game.” 

That’s a pretty accurate de¬ 
scription of what happened 
Wednesday at Centre Court. 

Down an early break, the de¬ 
fending champion grabbed con¬ 
trol midway through the opening 
set Wednesday and never let go, 
overwhelming the 21st-seeded 
David Goffin 6-4,6-0,6-2 to reach 
his ninth semifinal at the All Eng¬ 
land Club. 

“He was everywhere,” Goffin 
said. 

On Friday, the No. 1-seeded 
Djokovic will face No. 23 Roberto 
Bautista Agut of Spain, a first¬ 
time Grand Slam semifinalist. 

Bautista Agut is supposed to be 
on the island of Ibiza right now, 
having a bachelor party with a 
half-dozen pals ahead of his No¬ 
vember wedding, but instead he 
will play on after beating No. 26 
Guido Pella of Argentina 7-5, 6-4, 
3-6, 6-3. 

“Well,” the 31-year-old Bautis¬ 
ta Agut said, “it feels better to be 
here in London.” 

Djokovic is seeking his fifth 
Wimbledon championship and 
17th Grand Slam trophy overall. 

In the quarterfinals on the 
other side of the draw, Roger 
Federer won his 100th match at 
Wimbledon, and it put the eight¬ 
time champion into his 13th semi¬ 
final at the All England Club. 

Federer was broken in his open¬ 
ing service game but didn’t have 


much trouble after that, beating 
eighth-seeded Kei Nishikori 4-6, 

6- 1, 6-4, 6-4. 

Federer is the first player to 
win 100 matches at one Grand 
Slam tournament. His overall 
record at the grass-court Grand 
Slam is 100-12. 

In the semifinals, Federer will 
face Rafael Nadal for the first 
time since their classic 2008 
Wimbledon final. 

Nadal set up a much-anticipated 
rematch by beating Sam Querrey 

7- 5, 6-2, 6-2 in the quarterfinals. 

Federer and Nadal met in three 

straight finals between 2006-08, 
with Federer winning the first 
two before Nadal triumphed in 
a five-set epic widely considered 
one of the best matches of all 
time. 

Against Querrey, Nadal was 
broken when serving for the first 
set at 5-4. But he converted his 
fourth break point in the next 
game, then saved three break 
points at 6-5 before finally clinch¬ 
ing the set. 

The next two sets weren’t near¬ 
ly as competitive, as Nadal broke 
twice in each and converted his 
first match point with a forehand 
winner. 

Goffin started well enough 
against Djokovic on an afternoon 
that was humid and sunny, with 
the temperature in the mid-70s. 

Hoping to reach his first major 
semifinal, Goffin claimed three 
of the first four points that lasted 
at least 10 strokes. 

He won the pair’s most recent 
encounter, on clay in 2017, and 
this looked a bit like it was being 
contested on that slower surface, 
too. 

Goffin was able to hang in there 
at the baseline and his on-the-run 
passing shots were dialed in. He 
nosed ahead after 33 minutes by 



Tim Ireland/AP 


Serbia’s Novak Djokovic celebrates defeating Belgium’s David Goffin in a quarterfinal match at 
Wimbledon on Wednesday. Djokovic is seeking his fifth Wimbledon championship. 


breaking to go up 4-3, then jogged 
to the sideline with a raised fist. 

Until then, Goffin was playing 
crisply and cleanly. He hadn’t 
faced so much as one break point 
against Djokovic, generally con¬ 
sidered the top returner in the 
game. 

“He was dictating the play 
from the baseline,” Djokovic said 
afterward. “Most of the rallies 
went his way.” 

But that’s when everything 
changed. 

Djokovic did to Goffin exactly 
what he does to so many men on 
so many surfaces and at so many 
tournaments: He takes their best 
shot, deals with it and then wears 
them down. 

“I sincerely hope that my op¬ 
ponent feels like he’s got to work 
twice as (hard as) against any 
other opponent to win a point,” 
Djokovic said. 

Serving at 30-love in the very 
next game, Goffin double-faulted. 
Then he flubbed a forehand. After 
limiting himself to three unforced 
errors through the match’s initial 
49 points, the Belgian made two 
in a row. The next point was an 
odd one involving a late line call 
and a challenge by Goffin, who 
lost it and faced his first break 


point. 

Djokovic couldn’t convert that 
one, but moments later, Goffin 
sent a forehand wide to set up 
a second. This time, Djokovic 
ended a 20-stroke exchange with 
a drop volley winner. And soon 
enough, he was on his way, slid¬ 
ing or doing the splits along the 

Scoreboard 


baseline to get to balls few others 
can, bending his body this way 
and that to repeatedly force Gof¬ 
fin to hit an extra shot. 

It’s a dispiriting brand of ten¬ 
nis, and it was too much for Gof¬ 
fin. He wound up going about 50 
minutes until he managed to win 
another game. 


Wednesday 


Surface: Grass-Outdoor 
Men’s Singles 
Quarterfinal 

Novak Djokovic (1), Serbia, def. David 
Goffin (21), Belgium, 6-4, 6-0, 6-2. 

Roberto Bautista-Agut (23), Spain, def. 
Guido Pella (26), Argentina, 7-5, 6-4, 3-6, 
6-3. 

Rafael Nadal (3), Spain, def. Sam Quer¬ 
rey, United States, 7-5, 6-2, 6-2. 

Roger Federer (2), Switzerland, def. 
Kei Nishikori (8), Japan, 4-6, 6-1, 6-4, 6-4. 

Men’s Doubles 
Quarterfinal 

Michael Venus, New Zealand and Ra¬ 
ven Klaasen (3), South Africa, def. Henri 
Kontinen, Finland and John Peers (8), 
Australia, 4-6, 6-3, 6-7 (5), 6-4, 6-3. 

Women's Doubles 
Third Round 

Bethanie Mattek-Sands, United States 
and Danielle Rose Collins, United States, 
def. Victoria Azarenka, Belarus and Ash- 
leigh Barty (10), Australia,, walkover. 

Quarterfinals 

Barbora Strycova, Czech Republic and 
Su-Wei Hsieh (3), Chinese Taipei, def. 
Elise Mertens, Belgium and Aryna Sa- 


balenka (6), Belarus, 6-4, 6-2. 

Yifan Xu, China and Gabriela Dab- 
rowski (4), Canada, def. Bethanie Mat- 
tek-Sands, United States and Danielle 
Rose Collins, United States, 6-1, 6-3. 

Barbora Krejcikova, Czech Republic 
and Katerina Siniakova (2), Czech Repub¬ 
lic, def. Anna-Lena Groenefeld, Germany 
and Demi Schuurs (8), Netherlands, 6-2, 
7-6 (1). 

Mixed Doubles 
Third Round 

Bruno Soares, Brazil and Nicole Meli- 
char (1), United States, def. Andy Mur¬ 
ray, Britain and Serena Williams, United 
States, 6-3, 4-6, 6-2. 

Matwe Middelkoop, Netherlands 
and Zhaoxuan Yang, China, def. Marcus 
Daniell, New Zealand and Jennifer Brady, 
United States, 6-2, 6-7 (5), 6-4. 

Kveta Peschke, Czech Republic and 
Wesley Koolhof (5), Netherlands, def. 
Aisam Qureshi, Pakistan and Nadiia 
Kichenok, Ukraine, 7-6 (5), 6-4. 

Artem Sitak, New Zealand and Laura 
Siegemund, Germany, def. Gabriela Dab- 
rowski, Canada and Mate Pavic (3), Croa¬ 
tia, 5-7, 7-6 (5), 13-12 (5). 

Ivan Dodig, Croatia and Latisha Chan 
(8), Chinese Taipei, def. Edouard Roger- 
Vasselin, France and Andreja Klepac 
(11), Slovenia, 2-6, 6-3, 6-4. 


If experience matters, Williams has a big edge 


By Chris Lehourites 

Associated Press 

WIMBLEDON, England — One of the 
Wimbledon semifinalists has won 23 major 
titles. The other three women playing 
Thursday have combined to win one. 

If experience and accomplishments 
count for anything, Serena Williams has 
the clear advantage. 

“I definitely feel a lot more pressure as I 
got older,” Williams said after beating Ali¬ 
son Riske in three sets in the quarterfinals, 
then clarifying just how much experience 
she actually has. “Now that I am past older, 
I feel a little bit less pressure.” 

The 37-year-old Williams, a seven-time 
Wimbledon champion, will be playing in 
the semifinals at the All England Club for 


the 12th time. Overall, she has reached the 
last four at 37 major tournaments, putting 
her in a tie with Steffi Graf for third most 
in the professional era. 

Contrast that with her three remaining 
rivals. Barbora Strycova, Williams’ oppo¬ 
nent on Thursday, will be playing in first 
major semifinal in her 53rd Grand Slam 
tournament, while Elina Svitolina will also 
be making her debut at this stage. Only 
former No. 1 Simona Halep has been a 
Grand Slam champion, winning last year’s 
French Open, and will be playing in her 
seventh major semifinal. 

“It was always my dream. Always, to 
play good at this tournament was my 
dream,” said the 33-year-old Strycova, a 
Czech player who has been talking about 


retiring this year. “It’s happening at this 
age right now. It’s incredible.” 

Despite her less-illustrious list of 
achievements, Strycova is ready for the 
challenge of playing one of the greatest 
tennis players in history. 

“I don’t have fear. I just will go there 
Thursday and I will try to play my game,” 
Strycova said. “Of course, I don’t have 
such a power like Serena, but I have (other) 
weapons. I will try to use them as much as 
I can. I will enjoy. I have really at this point 
nothing to lose.” 

Williams doesn’t really have anything 
to lose, either, but she has plenty to gain. 
The American superstar has been trying 
to equal the all-time record of Grand Slam 
singles titles of 24, but twice lost in finals 


last year. 

One of those losses came at Wimbledon. 
The other, at the U.S. Open, included a dra¬ 
matic final set in which Williams was given 
three code violations. The second cost her 
a point, and the third cost her a game. 

Naomi Osaka went on to the win that title 
in New York, and Williams had an article 
published in Harper’s Bazaar magazine 
on Tuesday saying she has apologized to 
Osaka for her actions on the court — in 
part to find a way to move on from the epi¬ 
sode and get back to tennis. 

“I’ve had a lot of things happen to me 
at that particular tournament in general,” 
Williams said. “It was just important to al¬ 
ways try to better yourself in any way that 
you can.” 
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NBA/GOLF 


Silver seeks 
changes to 
draft trades 

By Tim Reynolds 

Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — NBA Commissioner Adam Silver 
wants the hat game fixed. 

Mindful that it was awkward for draft picks 
this year who were selected by one team and had 
already been traded to another — but because of 
league rules, were unable to be introduced by their 
actual franchise for more than two weeks — Silver 
said a discussion at the league’s board of governors 
meeting Tuesday was about how to change that 
going forward. 

Several ideas are under discussion, including 
changing the rules about how and when draft-night 
trades can be announced. It could be earlier next 
season and not necessarily attached to the early 
July end to the moratorium on trades and certain 
signings. 

“We’ve got to fix that,” Silver said. 

First-round draft picks were issued hats to wear 
on stage at the draft, corresponding with the team 
that chose them. De’Andre Hunter went No. 4 over¬ 
all, taken by the Los Angeles Lakers. His rights had 
been traded twice — first to New Orleans as part of 
the Anthony Davis deal, then to Atlanta. But since 
neither of those trades could be closed before July 6, 
Hunter wore a Lakers cap on stage. 

“We talk about being fan-friendly, and that isn’t 
fan-friendly,” Silver said. 

There are plenty of changes that will be under 
consideration in the next few months, including one 
about the rules regarding the start to the negotiat¬ 
ing period for free agents. Silver said that was also a 
topic among the board of governors on Tuesday. 

For the draft-night-traded players, it’s about more 
than the hats. Because some draftees couldn’t be 
part of their franchises before July 6, they were as¬ 
sured of missing the start of NBA Summer League. 
It cost a few players the chance to play in summer 
league at all, which disappointed many of them. 

That won’t be an issue next year, with Summer 
League in Las Vegas scheduled to begin on July 10, 
2020, and long after the NBA’s new league year is 
likely to begin. So any draft pick that gets traded 
on draft night should, in theory, be with their ac¬ 
tual team in plenty of time to take part in summer 
contests. 

But this year, it was an issue. 

“I was really disappointed,” Phoenix rookie Ty 
Jerome said. 

Former North Carolina forward Cam Johnson 
wound up with Phoenix after being drafted No. 11 
by Minnesota. By the time the draft could be exe¬ 
cuted, the Suns felt it was too late to put Johnson and 
Jerome — the No. 24 pick whose rights were traded 
twice on his way to Phoenix — on the floor for sum¬ 
mer league. 

So they remained in a very cautious state of limbo 
for a couple of weeks, because an injury could have 



Julio Cortez/AP 


De’Andre Hunter, right, is greeted by NBA 
Commissioner Adam Silver after being selected 
with the fourth pick overall by the Los Angeles 
Lakers during the NBA Draft on June 20. Hunter’s 
rights had been traded twice, first to New Orleans 
as part of the Anthony Davis deal, then to Atlanta. 
But since neither of those trades could be closed 
before July 6, Hunter wore a Lakers cap on stage. 
Silver wants the hat game fixed. 

potentially derailed any trades. 

“The one thing I was told was just to lay low,” 
Johnson said. “As much as I wanted to go out there, 
I wanted to play pickup, I was back at Carolina for 
a week and there were alumni games and all that I 
didn’t really take part in because I was told to lay 
low — which I did. A lot of court workouts, a little 
one-on-one every now and then, a lot of lifting, stay¬ 
ing under the radar but continuing to work.” 

Atlanta general manager Travis Schlenk said he 
thought this year was an outlier on the picks-being- 
traded front, simply because of how many teams 
found themselves in situations where moves were 
possible. 

The Hawks introduced their draft picks, Hunter 
and Bruno Fernando, in Las Vegas over this past 
weekend instead of in Atlanta, because both were 
draft picks whose rights were held up in trades 
until the moratorium was lifted and swaps could be 
finalized. 

“It’s a hard situation, because you don’t have 
their rights even though everyone kind of knows it,” 
Schlenk said. “I’m sure the league will look into it to 
see what they can do. They take, obviously, tamper¬ 
ing and salary-cap circumvention and trying to get 
around it very seriously, so I’m sure they will take a 
look at it.” 


Daly withdraws 
from British Open 


By Doug Ferguson 

Associated Press 

John Daly is free to ride a 
cart during the week of the Brit¬ 
ish Open — just not at Royal 
Portrush. 

Daly’s manager said Tuesday 
he is likely to play the Barbasol 
Championship next week in Ken¬ 
tucky, and the two-time major 
champion with osteoarthritis in 
his right knee already has been 
granted a cart to use in the PGA 
Tour event. 

Andy Pazder, the chief tourna¬ 
ments and competition officer for 
the PGA Tour, said Daly late last 
year was approved to use a cart 
through 2019 at PGA Tour events 
and PGA Tour Champions events 
that require walking. 

Daly, who has not played a reg¬ 
ular PGA Tour event since The 
Greenbrier last summer, also is 
contemplating the Barracuda 
Championship in Reno, Nev., the 
following week. 

The R&A announced Tuesday 
that Daly had withdrawn from 
the British Open “due to a medi¬ 
cal condition.” 

The nature of that condition — 
be it his arthritic knee or a spider 
bite — was not entirely clear. 

Daly has been dealing with ar¬ 
thritis in his knee, and he says he 
also was diagnosed as diabetic. 
That led him to request a cart for 
the PGA Championship at Beth- 
page Black under the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, which the 


PGA of America approved after 
Daly submitted the required 
medical information. 

The R&A rejected his request 
for a cart over the weekend, say¬ 
ing it felt walking was an integral 
part of the tournament. “We must 
also ensure, as far as possible, the 
challenge is the same for all play¬ 
ers in the field,” it said. 

Pulling out of the British Open, 
however, might also be linked to 
a social media post from Daly on 
Sunday. 

In a Twitter note that he de¬ 
scribed as “My life chapter 84k,” 
Daly says he was on vacation in 
England last week when he was 
bitten by a spider without realizing 
it. He was taken to an emergency 
room on Friday — apparently at 
Uniontown Hospital in Pennsyl¬ 
vania — and taken straight into 
surgery to remove a major infec¬ 
tion in his abdominal area. He 
says he also was treated for early 
sepsis from a brown recluse. 

His post included hashtags that 
say he was in some serious pain, 
glad to be alive and the photos 
were too graphic. 

Daly won the PGA Champion¬ 
ship in 1991 at Crooked Stick, 
making him exempt from quali¬ 
fying for as long as he wants. He 
won the British Open at St. An¬ 
drews in 1995 and is exempt for 
that through 2026 when he is 60. 

He still has past champion sta¬ 
tus on the PGA Tour, allowing 
him into tournaments that have 
room in the field. 



Andres Kudacki/AP 

John Daly drives his cart during the PGA Championship in May. 
Organizers of the British Open have refused a request by former 
champion Daly to use a golf cart at Royal Portrush this month. 
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SOCCER/SPORTS BRIEFS 

Fans in NY cheer 
champs, equity 



By Ali Swenson 

Associated. Press 

NEW YORK — Adoring fans 
lined New York City’s Canyon of 
Heroes on Wednesday to praise 
the World Cup-winning U.S. 
women’s national soccer team as 
athletic leaders on the field — and 
as advocates for pay equity off it. 

Construction workers sounded 
air horns above crowds chanting 
“USA! USA!” as the hourlong pa¬ 
rade moved up a stretch of lower 
Broadway that has long hosted 
so-called ticker tape parades 
for world leaders, veterans and 
hometown sports stars. 

Co-captain Megan Rapinoe 
and her teammates shared a float 
with Mayor Bill de Blasio and 
U.S. Soccer Federation president 
Carlos Cordeiro. Rapinoe struck 
her now-famous victory pose, 
took a swig of Champagne and 
handed the bottle to a fan. Goal¬ 
keeper Alyssa Naeher held the 
World Cup trophy aloft. 

Aly Hoover, 12, of Glen Ridge, 
N.J., stood at the sidelines with a 
poster of the face of Alex Morgan, 
another team star. “I just want to 
be like them,” she said. 

Garret Prather brought his 
newborn son “to celebrate how 
the American women made us 
proud on and off the field.” 

The team sealed its second 
tournament win by beating the 
Netherlands 2-0 on Sunday. It 
will get $4 million for winning the 


World Cup from FIFA, the inter¬ 
national soccer governing body. 
The French men’s team got $38 
million for winning last year. 

The U.S. women’s team has 
sued the U.S. Soccer Federation 
for gender and pay discrimina¬ 
tion. The women will get bonuses 
about five times less from the 
USSF than the men would have 
earned for winning the World 
Cup. The case is currently in 
mediation. 

Kate Lane, who watched the 
parade, called the pay gap “mas¬ 
sive” for the soccer players and 
“across the board” for most 
women. 

“Especially in male-dominated 
professions,” said Lane, of Limer¬ 
ick, Ireland. “Women put just as 
much commitment into their work 
as their male counterparts.” 

She’s hopeful the younger gen¬ 
eration is soaking up the message 
from the women’s team, noting a 
girl about 7 years old wearing an 
“Equal Pay” T-shirt. 

Earlier Wednesday, team mem¬ 
bers joined New York Gov. An¬ 
drew Cuomo, a Democrat, as he 
signed a law expanding gender 
pay equality in the state. He said 
women’s soccer players should be 
paid the same as male players. 

U.S. Sen. Joe Manchin, a Dem¬ 
ocrat, introduced a bill Tuesday 
that would bar federal funding for 
the men’s 2026 World Cup until 
the U.S. Soccer Federation pro¬ 
vides equal pay to the women’s 


and men’s teams. 

At a City Hall rally after the pa¬ 
rade, de Blasio, also a Democrat, 
honored the team with symbolic 
keys to the city, saying it “brought 
us together” and “showed us so 
much to make us hopeful.” 

At the rally, Rapinoe noted the 
diversity of the team: “We have 
pink hair and purple hair, we have 
tattoos and dreadlocks, we have 
white girls and black girls and 
everything in between. Straight 
girls and gay girls.” 

The parade is named for the 
strands of ticker tape that used to 
be showered down from nearby 
office buildings. The tape has 
since been replaced with paper 
confetti, already drifting down 


from office buildings before 
Wednesday’s parade started. 

The team had already started 
celebrating its record fourth 
Women’s World Cup title. After 
touching down at Newark Liberty 
International Airport on Monday, 
players shared a toast and sang 
“We Are the Champions.” 

Team members appeared on 
ABC’s “Good Morning America” 
in Times Square on Tuesday to 
show off their trophy and answer 
questions from cheering kids. 

Rapinoe, the outspoken star 
who won the awards for the 
tournament’s best player and top 
scorer, also appeared on CNN 
and MSNBC later Tuesday. 

Rapinoe told CNN’s Anderson 


Cooper that Republican President 
Donald Trump’s slogan “Make 
America Great Again” is “hark¬ 
ing back to an era that wasn’t 
great for everyone. It might’ve 
been great for a few people.” 

Rapinoe told MSNBC’s Rachel 
Maddow that Trump had yet to 
invite the women’s soccer team to 
the White House. 

Trump had tweeted that he 
would invite the team, win or lose. 
Rapinoe has said she wouldn’t be 
going to the White House. The 
team has accepted an invitation 
to visit Congress. 

Associated Press writers Melissa 
Murphy and David Bauder contributed 
to this report. 


Briefly 

Sagan captures fifth stage of Tour de France 


Associated Press 

COLMAR, France — Peter Sagan of Slo¬ 
vakia silenced his critics and won the fifth 
stage of the Tour de France Wednesday as 
Frenchman Julian Alaphilippe kept the 
race leader’s yellow jersey. 

The three-time world champion posted 
a 12th career stage win at cycling’s big¬ 
gest race, emerging victorious from a 
bunch sprint in the eastern city of Colmar 
at the end of a 109-mile trek through the 
green forests and hills of western France’s 
Vosges massif. 

Sagan, the dominant sprinter in recent 
years, arrived at the Tour in the wake of a 
disappointing season and was well beaten 
in Tuesday’s sprint in Nancy. 

He said he was slowed by illness earlier 
this year but recovered in time to prepare 
for the Tour as planned. 

“I think you cannot compare my current 
form with the one I had this spring,” said 
Sagan, who is bidding for a record seventh 
green jersey, which is awarded to the best 
sprinter. 

“I was sick, lots of sickness in my body. 
I’ve recovered, and now I’m here.” 

Since 2012, Sagan has failed to win the 
green jersey just once, when he was dis¬ 
qualified following a crash with Mark Cav¬ 
endish two years ago. 



Christophe Ena/A P 


Peter Sagan, wearing the best sprinter’s 
green jersey, celebrates Wednesday as 
he crosses the finish line to win the fifth 
stage of the Tour de France in Colmar. 

He took resounding revenge in Colmar, 
surging ahead in the middle of the road to 
edge Wout van Aert and Matteo Trentin. 

“I just have to ride with passion and the 


victory comes,” Sagan said. “I have to say 
thanks to all my teammates. They have 
done a great job and finally we have the 
Tour de France victory that we were look¬ 
ing for. It’s very nice for us. We controlled 
all day, on the flat part and towards the 
finish. I did my best. Everyone needs good 
luck and a good day for winning.” 

The sprint was not contested by pure 
specialists, who got dropped over the four 
climbs on the day’s program. 

Alaphilippe finished in the main pack 
alongside other main contenders, includ¬ 
ing defending champion Geraint Thomas, 
with no change at the top of the overall 
standings. 

Panthers’ owner to court MLS 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Carolina Pan¬ 
thers owner David Tepper and team presi¬ 
dent Tom Glick plan to travel to New York 
next week and meet with Major League 
Soccer officials in an effort to convince 
them to bring an expansion team to Char¬ 
lotte, N.C. 

Tepper has been working to bring an 
MLS team to Charlotte since purchasing 
the Panthers last summer. 

Charlotte’s Bank of America Stadium 
hosted a CONCACAF Gold Cup group 


stage doubleheader last month that includ¬ 
ed Mexico, attracting 59,283. 

Blackhawks trade for Nylander 

CHICAGO — The Chicago Blackhawks 
are taking a chance on another under¬ 
achieving young forward. 

They hope it goes the same way it did 
last time. 

The Blackhawks traded promising de¬ 
fenseman Henri Jokiharju to Buffalo on 
Tuesday for Alex Nylander, who hasn’t 
quite lived up to expectations since he 
was selected by the Sabres with the eighth 
overall pick in the 2016 draft. 

The 21-year-old Nylander made his NHL 
debut with Buffalo in April 2017, but he 
had just three goals and three assists in 19 
games with the Sabres. He has had some 
trouble with injuries and inconsistency. 

In other NHL news: 

■ Former Nashville Predators captain 
Greg Johnson has died. He was 48. 

Tom Laidlaw, his former agent, told USA 
Today Johnson died Monday at his home in 
Michigan. No other details were provided. 

Johnson also played for Detroit, Pitts¬ 
burgh and Chicago during his 12 years in 
the NHL, finishing with 145 goals and 224 
assists in 785 games. 
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MLB 


Union wants more 
for its young stars 


By Ronald Blum 

Associated. Press 

CLEVELAND — The baseball 
players’ association has outlined 
goals for the sport’s unprec¬ 
edented midterm collective bar¬ 
gaining, objectives likely to meet 
resistance from management un¬ 
less the union is willing to make 
trade-offs. 

Baseball’s five-year labor con¬ 
tract expires in December 2021, 
but the sides agreed March 8 to 
open negotiations early. Baseball 
commissioner Rob Manfred said 
management and the union have 
had only one preliminary meet¬ 
ing in the nearly 1 Vz years since 
management first discussed 
early bargaining. The sides are 
exchanging dates for possible 
bargaining sessions. 

“We are interested in re-es¬ 
tablishing a competitive environ¬ 
ment,” union head Tony Clark told 
the Baseball Writers’ Association 
of America on Tuesday. “We are 
interested in restoring meaning¬ 
ful free agency. We are interest¬ 
ed in getting players something 
closer to their value as they are 
producing it. We are interested in 
ensuring that the best players are 
on the field at all times. We are in¬ 
terested in improving the dynam¬ 
ic for entry-level players. And we 
are interested at getting to a point 
where how our game is marketed 
and how our game is promoted is 
something that is more beneficial 
than where we currently sit.” 

Following decades of growth, 
payrolls have remained in the 
$4.1 billion range since 2017, ac¬ 
cording to figures compiled by 
the commissioner’s office, and 
players have complained about 
two straight slow free-agent mar¬ 
kets. The union accuses clubs 
of holding top prospects in the 
minor leagues to delay their eli¬ 
gibility for salary arbitration and 
free agency, and it ties rebuilding 
teams to non-competitiveness and 
four straight seasons of decreas¬ 
ing attendance. 

Baseball’s three-tiered eco¬ 
nomic structure has been in 
place since 1976: Players make 
at or close to the minimum salary 
for their first few seasons; they 
become eligible for salary arbi¬ 
tration at some point from two to 
three years of major league ser¬ 
vice; and they can become free 
agents when they have six years 
of service. 

Luxury tax surtaxes and re¬ 
strictions on signing bonuses for 
amateur players have led to mar¬ 
ket changes after the 2011 and 
2016 agreements. 

“I would like to see the system 
work the way it was intended to, 
yet reflective of the trends that 
we are seeing now,” Clark said. 
“So do I believe that’s a whole¬ 
hearted overhaul? Not yet. Is that 
a conversation we may end up 
having if we can’t find common 
ground? Perhaps.” 

Clark said players want “less 
restraints, more acknowledge¬ 
ment of the value being created as 
it’s being created, such that there 


is a fair consideration across the 
service time spectrum.” 

Manfred did admit the sig¬ 
nificance of youth on rosters had 
grown. 

“It is undeniable that young 
players are getting to the big 
leagues and making a mark on the 
game sooner. I actually see that 
as a positive,” he said. “It allows 
clubs to turn themselves around 
faster. And I also think it’s a posi¬ 
tive in terms of the marketing 
of the game. I think these young 
players have brought a level of ex¬ 
citement to our sport.” 

Manfred and deputy commis¬ 
sioner Dan Halem met with Clark 
in Florida during spring training 
in 2018 and asked for specific 
proposals. 

“Never in the history of any of 
the prior deals, some of which 
were not particularly good for 
the owners, did the MLBPA come 
to us and say, ‘We’re prepared to 
discuss your concerns midterm,’ ” 
Manfred said. “It is unprecedent¬ 
ed and it started not because Tony 
came to us, it started because we 
went to him.” 

Many free agents did not strike 
deals until spring training in 2018 
and T9. Many veterans found 
themselves with shorter terms 
and lower salaries than they were 
expecting. 

“It produced the contracts that 
Mike Trout got, that Bryce Harp¬ 
er got, that Manny Machado got,” 
Manfred said. “If in fact Tony 
has an idea about how he wants 
to make that process different, 
we’ve told him — and so I’m will¬ 
ing to say it here — you need to 
tell us what mechanisms you 
think will address your concerns 
about the market.” 

Manfred said clubs make ros¬ 
ter decisions far differently than 
a decade ago. 

“They manage it based on data, 
analytics, algorithms that did not 
exist 10 years ago, and when peo¬ 
ple manage based on data and ac¬ 
tual information as opposed to a 
gut feeling as to how the future’s 
going to turn out, I think there is 
more consistency in the way clubs 
approach and value individual 
players.” 

Baseball’s slow free-agent mar¬ 
ket contrasts with that of the NBA, 
which gained a flurry of publicity 
when its free agents started sign¬ 
ing this month. 

While baseball players have 
opposed a salary cap, Manfred 
smiled when he said, “I could get 
the owners to support a system 
with a cap and a floor.” 

Extending the designated hit¬ 
ter to the National League will 
not be a part of the midterm 
negotiations. 

Manfred said he is inclined to 
recommend to owners that they 
exercise their right to institute a 
rule for 2020 requiring pitchers 
to face at least three batters, un¬ 
less they are injured. Clark said 
there was time to have additional 
conversations. 



David J. Phillip/AP 

The Houston Astros’ Gerrit Cole is one of the MLB pitchers saying baseballs have been altered. 


MLB: Baseballs not juiced 

Manfred denies pitchers’ claims league trying to boost offense 


By Ronald Blum 

Associated Press 

CLEVELAND — Faced with a record onslaught 
of home runs that has convinced many pitchers that 
baseballs are juiced, Commissioner Rob Manfred 
says the sport has been unable to find any changes 
in the manufacturing process. 

A May 2018 report to Major League Baseball by 
professors specializing in physics, mechanical engi¬ 
neering, statistics and mathematics concluded there 
was less drag on the ball, causing more home runs. 
MLB still has not figured out why, and Manfred de¬ 
nied accusations by AL All-Star starter Justin Ver- 
lander and other pitchers that baseballs deliberately 
had been altered. 

“Baseball has done nothing, given no direction 
for an alteration in the baseball,” Manfred told the 
Baseball Writers’ Association of America on Tues¬ 
day. “The biggest flaw in that logic is that baseball 
somehow wants more home runs. If you sat in an 
owner’s meeting and listened to people talk about 
the way our game is being played, that is not the sen¬ 
timent among the owners for whom I work. There is 
no desire on the part of ownership to increase the 
number of home runs in the game. To the contrary, 
they’re concerned about how many we have.” 

Batters have hit 3,691 homers in 1,345 games, on 
pace for 6,668 over the full season. That would be 
19% above last year’s 5,558 and 9% over the record 
6,105 hit in 2017 that topped the Steroids Era high 
mark of 5,693 in 2000. 

“Pitchers have raised issues about particularly 
the tackiness and the seams on the baseball, and we 
do believe that those could be issues that are related 
to the performance of the ball and we’re trying to 
get our hands around,” Manfred said. 

He firmly rejected claims that MLB changed the 
ball to spark offense. 

“Manipulation of the baseball is a great conspir¬ 
acy theory,” Manfred said. “How you manipulate a 
human-dominated handmade manufacturing pro¬ 
cess in any consistent way, it’s a smarter human 
being than I.” 

Union head Tony Clark, a former All-Star first 
baseman, said some of his members have sent balls 
to the players’ association office. 

“The ball suddenly changed and I don’t know 
why,” Clark said. “With something that seems to 
have changed as dramatically as it has, where 
does that put guys? How were those statistics rep¬ 
resented? How did they manifest themselves in an 
overarching conversation so that you can compare 


yourself with somebody?” 

The balls have become baseball’s hot topic, espe¬ 
cially among players who handle them the most. 

“I’d probably say the ball feels a little different,” 
said Chicago White Sox right-hander Lucas Giolito, 
who leads the major leagues with 11 wins. 

Astros ace Gerrit Cole maintains the feel is “tight¬ 
er, smoother, compact.” 

“I had a game recently where I threw a ball out, it 
didn’t feel right,” he said. “The umpire threw me a 
new one, I threw that out. We went through several 
of them. And it wasn’t like the umpire was rushing 
me. We were on the same page. He was like, ‘Yeah, I 
know these feel weird.’” 

Clark and Verlander have questioned whether 
MLB has more input into the ball since Rawlings 
Sporting Goods Co. Inc., its manufacturer, was pur¬ 
chased last year by Seidler Equity Partners. Peter 
Seidler, the San Diego Padres general partner, has 
chief oversight of all activities of Seidler Equity 
Partners. In addition, Manfred said MLB acquired a 
minority stake in Rawlings as part of the purchase. 

“That dynamic changes the perception and it 
changes the direct input that can be offered with re¬ 
spect to that piece of equipment, and it just happens 
to be one of the most important,” Clark said. 

Manfred said the optics were not an issue because 
MLB had been transparent in hiring outside scien¬ 
tists to investigate. 

“I see that as a positive,” he said of the purchase. 
“If we didn’t have some control over the company 
that produces our baseballs and something happens 
to that company, we would be in a very difficult 
position.” 

Rawlings manufactures major league baseballs 
in Costa Rica, and then stores them in Washing¬ 
ton, Mo., at 70 degrees and 50 percent humidity. 
All teams store their balls at about 70 degrees, and 
Arizona and Colorado use humidors that maintain 
humidity at 50 percent. 

MLB has commissioned laser tests to measure 
seam width and height. Manfred said that if causes 
of the decreased drag are found, it is possible the 
ball’s specifications could be changed to decrease 
homers. 

“We just haven’t made a decision on that,” he said. 
“Changing the baseball is a mechanism by which 
you could manage the way the game is being played. 
We haven’t missed that idea. But if we were going to 
do it, we would do it in a way that was transparent to 
the media and the fans in advance.” 

AP baseball writer Ben Walker contributed to this report. 
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Show: Indians’ Bieber 
takes home MVP trophy 


FROM BACK PAGE 

“Baseball is a funny game,” 
said Bieber, a most unlikely MVP 
after being added late to the 
roster. 

With fans hoping to see a re¬ 
play of Monday’s jaw-dropping 
aerial show when 312 homers 
cleared the walls, this became 
the Arm-Star Game up until the 
late innings. 

Derby champ Pete Alonso of 
the Mets grounded a two-out, 
two-run single past Gleyber Tor¬ 
res in the eighth to close the NL’s 
gap. After a double steal put run¬ 
ners at second and third against 
Cleveland reliever Brad Hand, 
White Sox catcher James Mc¬ 
Cann made a tumbling catch on 
Mike Moustakas’ twisting foul 
pop to end the inning. 

Chapman closed to give the AL 
its 19th win in 22 games, with a 
tie stuck in there. He got a little 
encouragement with two outs 
— Yankees teammate CC Sa- 
bathia, honored this week for his 
contributions on and off the field, 
strolled to the mound to talk to 
the flamethrower. 

Chapman then struck out Yas- 
mani Grandal for a save, giving 
the AL an overall 45-43-2 lead in 
the Midsummer Classic. 

No need, either, for the experi¬ 
mental rule that was set to go into 
effect: If the game went into ex¬ 
tras, each team would’ve started 
the 10th with an automatic run¬ 
ner on second base. 

Mqjor League Baseball is on a 
record-shattering pace for hom¬ 
ers this season, but no one came 
close to clearing the walls until 
Charlie Blackmon connected in 
the NL sixth to make it 2-1. Texas’ 
Joey Gallo countered with a solo 
drive in a two-run seventh. 

Still, it was a far cry from last 
year’s All-Star Game that fea¬ 
tured a record 10 home runs. 

“I kind of expected it, to be hon¬ 
est,” former NL MVP Kris Bryant 
said. “You only see them once, so 
they have the advantage.” 

“There are a lot of hard throw¬ 
ers and great pitchers over there. 
Unless you’ve seen them before, 
it’s a difficult matchup,” he said. 

Cleveland favorite Michael 
Brantley had an early RBI double 


off losing pitcher Clayton Ker¬ 
shaw. Jorge Polanco drove in 
a run with an infield single for 
a 2-0 edge in the fifth and an¬ 
other scored on a double-play 
grounder. 

“I wanted to swing the bat 
early. I had some nervous jitters I 
wanted to get out,” Brantley said. 

Winning pitcher Masahiro 
Tanaka, Lucas Giolito and Shane 
Greene did their parts to protect 
the lead with scoreless innings. 

Bieber dazzled in front of a 
chanting home crowd, strik¬ 
ing out Willson Contreras, Ketel 
Marte and Ronald Acuna Jr. in 
the fifth with a 1-0 lead. 

“It was electric out there, the 
fans got in it and it was fun,” AL 
manager Alex Cora of the Red Sox 
said. “And I’m glad that he got the 
MVP. He plays at this level. He’s 
really good.” 

The biggest misplay of the night 
might have been on the score- 
board. NL All-Stars David Dahl 
of Colorado and Willson Contre¬ 
ras of the Cubs had their names 
misspelled — “Davis Dahl” and 
“Wilson Contreras” — on the out¬ 
field videoboard. Jeff McNeil was 
spelled correctly, but the photo 
accompanying it was of Mets 
teammate Jacob deGrom. 

“That was tough, to see de- 
Grom’s picture up there,” McNeil 
said. “I didn’t really like that. I 
wanted to see my picture up there. 
I know my family did, too. What 
are you going to do, I guess, but I 
don’t think that should happen.” 

Tribute 

All players wore a uniform 
patch with No. 45 to honor late 
Angels pitcher Tyler Skaggs. Los 
Angeles teammates Mike Trout 
and Tommy La Stella switched 
their jerseys to Skaggs’ number, 
and there was a pregame moment 
of silence. 

Up next 

The regular season resumes on 
Thursday night with one game, 
Houston at Texas. All teams are 
back in action Friday. ... Next 
year’s All-Star Game is at Dodg¬ 
er Stadium for the first time since 
1980. 



John Minchillo/AP 


New York Yankees pitcher CC Sabathia waves to the fans during the 
ninth inning of Tuesday’s All-Star Game in Cleveland. Sabathia, in his 
final season, was honored for contributions on and off the field. 


Scoreboard 


American League 


East Division 


Central Division 


West Division 


New York 
Tampa Bay 
Boston 
Toronto 
Baltimore 

Minnesota 
Cleveland 
Chicago 
Kansas City 
Detroit 

Houston 

Oakland 

Los Angeles 
Seattle 


National League 

East Division 

W L Pi 

Atlanta 54 37 .5? 

Washington 47 42 .52 

Philadelphia 47 43 .52 

New York 40 50 M 

Miami 33 55 .32 

Central Division 

Chicago 47 43 .52 

Milwaukee 47 44 .51 

St. Louis 44 44 .5( 

Pittsburgh 44 45 .45 

Cincinnati 41 46 .41 

West Division 

Los Angeles 
Arizona 
San Diego 
Colorado 
San Francisco 


46 45 

45 45 

44 45 

41 48 


Monday’s gan._ 

No games scheduled 

Tuesday's game 

All-Star Game: AL 4, NL 3 

Wednesday’s games 

No games scheduled 

Thursday’s Games 

Houston (TBD) at Texas (Lynn 11-4) 
Friday’s games 

Tampa Bay (Chirinos 7-4) at Baltimore 
(Bundy 4-10) 

Toronto (TBD) at N.Y. Yankees (TBD) 

Minnesota (TBD) at Cleveland (Clev- 
inger 2-2) 

Houston (Cole 9-5) at Texas (Chavez 
3-4) 

Detroit (TBD) at Kansas City (Duffy 3- 
5) 

Chicago White Sox (TBD) at Oakland 
(Fiers 8-3) 

Seattle (Leake 7-7) at L.A. Angels 
(TBD) 

Pittsburgh (Archer 3-6) at Chicago 
Cubs (Darvish 2-4) 

Washington (TBD) at Philadelphia 
(TBD) 

L.A. Dodgers (TBD) at Boston (Rodri¬ 
guez 9-4) 

N.Y. Mets (Vargas 3-4) at Miami (TBD) 

San Francisco (Anderson 3-2) at Mil¬ 
waukee (TBD) 

Arizona (TBD) at St. Louis (Wainwright 
5-7) 

Cincinnati (TBD) at Colorado (TBD) 

Atlanta (Keuchel 2-2) at San Diego 
(TBD) 


Tuesday 
AL 4, NL 3 


Yelich, If 
Bryant, If 
McNeil, If 
Baez, ss 
Story,ss 
Dejong, ss 


r h bi ab r hbi 

J 0 0 Springer, rf 2 0 10 
1 0 0 0 Lindor, SS 2 0 0 0 

1 0 0 0 LeMahieu, 2b2 0 0 0 

2 0 0 0 Torres, 2b 2 0 10 

1 0 0 0 Trout, cf 2 0 0 0 

__ 0 0 0 0 Merrifield, cf 2 0 0 0 

Freeman, lb 1 0 0 0 Santana, lb 3 0 0 0 

Blackmon, rf 2 1 1 1 Abreu, lb 10 0 0 

Bellinger, rf 2 0 0 0 Martinez, dh 2 0 0 0 

Alonso, lb 2 0 12 Vogelbach, dh 10 0 0 
Arenado, 3b 2 0 0 0 Bregman,3b 2 110 

Moustakas, 3b2 0 0 0 MChapman,3b0 1 0 0 

Bell, dh 2 0 10 Sanchez, c 2 110 

Realmuto, dh2 0 0 0 McCann, c 10 10 

Contreras,c 2 0 0 0 Brantley, If 10 11 

Muncy, 2b 2 0 0 0 Meadows, If-rf 1 0 0 0 

Marte, 2b 2 0 10 Bogaerts, ph 1 0 0 0 

Grandal, c 110 0 Betts, rf 0 0 0 0 

Acuna, cf 2 0 0 0 Polanco, ss 2 0 11 

Dahl,cf 1110 Gallo, If 1111 
Totals 32 3 5 3 Totals 30 4 8 3 
National League 000 001 020—3 

American League 010 010 200—4 

DP-NL 1. LOB-NL 5, AL 3. 2B-Marte, 
Brantley, Sanchez. HR—Blackmon, Gallo. 
SB, Dejong, Alonso. 

IP H R ER BB SO 

NL 

Ryu 1 1 0 0 0 0 

Kershaw, L 12 110 1 

deGrom 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Castillo 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Buehler 1 2 110 2 

Soroka 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Woodruff V 1 1110 

Smith Vi 1 110 0 

Alcantara 1 1 0 0 0 1 


Verlander 1 

Tanaka, W 1 

Berrios 1 

Giolito 1 

Bieber 1 

Hendriks 1 

Greene 1 

Hand 1 

Chapman, Sv 1 

T—2:48. A—36,747. 



Tony Dejak/AP 

The New York Yankees’ Gleyber Torres, left, and the Boston Red 
Sox’ Mookie Betts celebrate the American League’s 4-3 victory 
Tuesday at the All-Star Game in Cleveland. 


Hedging Betts 


Players’ union says poor job 
has been done marketing OF 


By Ronald Blum 

Associated Press 

CLEVELAND — Baseball 
players’ union head Tony Clark 
says a poor job has been done of 
marketing Boston Red Sox out¬ 
fielder Mookie Betts, the 
reigning AL MVR z 

“Mookie should be 
a household name,” 

Clark told the Baseball 
Writers’ Association of 
America on Tuesday. 

“Mookie should be a 
one-name guy. You say 
Ronaldo. You say Messi. 

You say Mookie. You 
should know who Mook¬ 
ie is, and outside of the 
baseball world, I don’t 
know how many do.” 

Betts earned his 
fourth straight All-Star 
selection after helping 
Boston win the World 
Series last year. 

“In the grand scheme 
of things with respect to 
players that should be 
at the forefront of every 
conversation and should 
be in conversations even 
with non-baseball fans, Mookie 
is one of them,” Clark said. “No 
doubt about it. And unless or until 
we fix that, it’s going to be diffi¬ 
cult for others to be a part of that 
conversation, too.” 

Clark said baseball Commis¬ 


sioner Rob Manfred probably 
would be in position to answer 
what is required to increase 
Betts’ recognition. 

“I want to be able to turn on the 
TV and see players on products 
with sponsors, licensees, up and 
down the rows of the 
streets, whether you’re 
in a big city or a small 
city, I would like to see 
them overlap in other 
sports and other indus¬ 
tries and on TV and in 
commercials promoting 
movies,” Clark said. “I 
would love to see all of 
that, so that our guys are 
mainstream. Promoting 
our guys on baseball 
channels is not going to 
get us there. Baseball 
fans know who Mookie 
is. Non-baseball fans 
deserve to know who 
Mookie is.” 

Betts entered the 
All-Star Game to start 
the eighth inning but 
Tony Clark not have any plate 
Baseball players’ appearances. 

union head “There were other 
guys that we wanted 
to play,” said AL manager Alex 
Cora of the Red Sox. “There were 
a lot of first-timers, and we kind 
of mapped it out. And he was 
going to come up in the ninth. It 
just happened that we won the 
game.” 


Mookie 
should 
be a one- 
name guy. 
You say 
Ronaldo. 
You say 
Messi. 

You say 
Mookie. 
You should 
know who 
Mookie 
is.' 
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MLB ALL-STAR GAME 


Carrasco, Bieber help Cleveland shine 



Tony Deiak/AP 


Cleveland Indians pitcher Carlos Carrasco, second from right, stands with teammates during the fifth 
inning of the All-Star Game on Tuesday in Cleveland. Carrasco, the Indians right-hander who was recently 
diagnosed with a form of leukemia, was saluted in the fifth inning of the game as part of Major League 
Baseball’s “Stand Up to Cancer” campaign. 


By Tom Withers 

Associated. Press 

CLEVELAND — Michael 
Brantley came back, took a well- 
deserved bow and delivered like 
always. Shane Bieber pitched a 
perfect inning and took home 
an MVP trophy and a shiny new 
pickup truck. 

Carlos Carrasco stood up to 
cancer. 

On an idyllic night for baseball, 
Cleveland connections shined 
brightest at the All-Star Game. 

Even Sandy Alomar Jr., whose 
storybook home run the last time 
the game was played at Progres¬ 
sive Field in 1997 made him an 
MVP and local legend, enjoyed 
another moment on the star-stud¬ 
ded stage. 

And then Bieber matched him, 
winning MVP honors after strik¬ 
ing out the side in the fifth as the 
AL staff combined for 16 strike¬ 
outs in a 4-3 win over the NL and 
returned pitching to prominence 
a night after Vladimir Guerrereo 
Jr., Pete Alonso and Joe Pederson 
knocked balls over Progressive 
Field’s walls with stunning ease. 

“It’s an incredible feeling now, 
now that it’s kind of sinking in,” 
Bieber said. “Just to be able to do 
it in front of the home crowd and 
my first All-Star Game is defi¬ 
nitely not something I expected, 
especially being added to the 
game four or five days ago.” 

Bieber was a late All-Star in¬ 
jury replacement, only added 
Friday to give the Indians four 
representatives. 

The 23-year-old, who soared 
through Cleveland’s minor league 
system and won 11 games as a 
rookie in 2018, showed a veteran’s 
poise in the fifth when he fanned 
Chicago’s Willson Contreras, Ar¬ 
izona’s Ketel Marte and Atlanta’s 
Ronald Acuna Jr. in succession 
while protecting a 1-0 lead. 

The crowd chanted “Let’s Go 


Bieber,” during his performance, 
and it’s an anthem that will likely 
be heard each time he takes the 
mound going forward. 

“Kind of stepped off the back of 
the mound after one of the pitches 
and wasn’t totally able to look up 
and see everything, just because 
there was so much going on, but 
I heard everything and really 
soaked it all in,” Bieber said. “I 
can’t really thank the fans enough 
for creating that moment for me 
and making it really special.” 

While Bieber’s unexpected 
MVP put a perfect cap on Cleve¬ 
land’s magical night — in fact, 
he donated his hat to the Hall 
of Fame — Carrasco’s appear¬ 
ance served as the most poignant 


moment. 

The 32-year-old was recently di¬ 
agnosed with chronic myeloid leu¬ 
kemia, and during Major League 
Baseball’s “Stand Up to Cancer” 
campaign, Carrasco stood in the 
third-base coach’s box, flanked 
by his teammates and Indians 
manager Terry Francona. 

Carrasco held a sign that read 
“I Stand’” while Lindor’s said: 
“Cookie,” the pitcher’s nickname. 

“When I saw him, it puts every¬ 
thing in perspective,” said Boston 
manager Alex Cora, who guided 
the AL team. “We get caught up 
in wins and losses and pennant 
races and all that stuff and rival¬ 
ries, and then that happens. And 
there’s more than baseball in life. 


“And we’re thinking and pray¬ 
ing for him, his family and hope¬ 
fully he can be back on the field 
sooner rather than later.” 

Brantley returned for the first 
time as a member of the Houston 
Astros, who were happy to sign 
the outfielder as a free agent last 
winter after the Indians let him 
walk after 10 seasons. 

He was greeted with a thun¬ 
derous ovation during player in¬ 
troductions, stopping to squeeze 
Francona tightly before slapping 
hands with the rest of the AL 
squad. 

“I was very emotional. I was 
trying to hold it together,” Brant¬ 
ley said. “To come back in front of 
these fans that I played for, for 10 


years, I just want to say thank you 
for their support, thank you for 
that ovation. It means so much to 
me. It’s going to last a lifetime.” 

Brantley heard an even bigger 
roar in the second inning with an 
RBI double off Dodgers ace Clay¬ 
ton Kershaw for a 1-0 lead. 

Alomar, a member of Cleve¬ 
land’s coaching staff since 2010, 
caught a ceremonial first pitch 
from CC Sabathia, whose New 
York Yankees pinstripes will 
never completely cover his love 
for the Indians. He began his ca¬ 
reer in Cleveland, and it was only 
fitting the big left-hander got to 
say goodbye in his final season. 

Cora sent Sabathia to the mound 
in the ninth inning to talk to Yan¬ 
kees closer Aroldis Chapman 
before getting another standing 
ovation. 

“He’s one of the best pitchers in 
the big leagues for the last, what, 
15 years,” Cora said. “The guy has 
won more than 250 games, 3,000 
strikeouts. Everything started 
here in Cleveland. We all know 
he’s going to retire, so we wanted 
to let everybody know who he is 
and I think it was a nice tribute.” 

And Cleveland’s crowd also had 
its say, booing Cubs All-Stars Ja¬ 
vier Baez and Kris Bryant, who 
crashed their World Series party 
in 2016. 

“If I was a (Cleveland) fan, I’d 
boo us, too,” Bryant said. “It was 
a wacky World Series.” 

On this night, Cleveland cel¬ 
ebrated its past, present and 
future. 

“It’s such a good, hard, gritty 
town,” Bieber said. “I can’t say 
enough about how this All-Star 
Weekend and week has been run. 
I was talking to some guys and 
they said it’s one of the better-run 
All-Star Games and weekends 
that they’ve been to. And those 
are guys that have been to three 
or four, five, six All-Star Games.” 


Another All-Star letdown for West-leading LA 


By Ronald Blum 

Associated Press 

CLEVELAND — When the national 
spotlight turns on, the Los Angeles Dodg¬ 
ers go dark. 

They’re lucky this one doesn’t count. 

Clayton Kershaw dropped to 0-2 in All- 
Star Games, and so did Dave Roberts. 

“You always want to win every game you 
play, but the American League has had our 
number for quite some time, so hopefully 
we can get them next year,” Roberts said 
after the National League’s 4-3 loss in the 
All-Star Game on Tuesday night, making 
it sound more significant than most par¬ 
ticipants treat it. “They took one more, one 
better swing than we did.” 

Maybe someday Roberts will get to cel¬ 
ebrate on the national stage as Dodgers 
manager in the same way he did as a Bos¬ 
ton Red Sox player. 

Falling short has gotten familiar. 

Kershaw gave up Michael Brantley’s 
go-ahead double in the second inning, fol¬ 
lowing his 2015 defeat when he gave up 
a tiebreaking single to Prince Fielder at 
Cincinnati followed by Lorenzo Cain’s RBI 



John Minchillo/AP 


National League manager Dave Roberts 
left, of the Dodgers, talks with Kris 
Bryant, right, Tuesday during the fifth 
inning of the All-Star Game. Roberts 
dropped to 0-2 in All-Star Games. 

double. 

Walker Buehler allowed Jorge Polanco’s 
run-scoring single that put the NL ahead 
2-0 in the fifth. 

While NL starter Hyun-Jin Ryu stranded 
a runner on third base in a scoreless first, 
Cody Bellinger struck out against Masa- 
hiro Tanaka and Lucas Giolito. Bellinger’s 
most significant contribution was his part 


in “The Belli and Yeli Show” during the 
second inning, a running conversation be¬ 
tween Bellinger and Christian Yelich of 
Milwaukee that was miked for TV. 

Bellinger spoke from right field and 
Yelich from left. 

“I don’t even know who’s talking,” Bell¬ 
inger said, not recognizing Yelich’s voice. 

Yelich recalled Bellinger’s home run in 
Game 7 of last year’s NL Championship 
Series win over the Brewers. 

“My bad. My bad,” Bellinger said 
playfully. 

“Well, what are you going to do? It was 
fun to watch,” Yelich replied. 

Just like last year in Washington, D.C., 
Roberts never got to enjoy a lead. 

“But you know what? It was great to see 
all the talent, the stars, and I enjoyed the 
experience,” Roberts said 

Sure, this was the All-Star Game, a night 
to strut and shine. But it followed flops in 
the Series for a franchise without a title 
since 1988. 

Running away from the rest of the NL 
West leaves the Dodgers with compara¬ 
tively little pressure to prepare them for 
the crucible of October. Los Angeles is a 


major league-best 60-32 and leads second- 
place San Diego 13 Vi games. Might as well 
start printing the playoff tickets now. 

“You try to set goals and to have the best 
record in the National League and in base¬ 
ball, I think that’s something that we’re 
striving for,” he said. 

Home-field advantage throughout the 
postseason didn’t help in 2017. After win¬ 
ning a major league-high 104 games and 
breezing by Arizona and the Chicago Cubs 
in the playoffs, the Dodgers lost Game 7 
to Houston when Yu Darvish gave up five 
runs in the first two innings. 

They won their sixth straight NL West 
title last year, by just one game over Colo¬ 
rado after winning 92 games, and lost the 
Series to the Red Sox in five games. 

“Playing every game that it’s life and 
death, that was tough,” Roberts said. “We 
dug ourselves a hole last year, but fortu¬ 
nately we got out the gates this year quite 
a bit better. So you do have that luxury to 
rest players, but you still want to win every 
game.” 

Asked which he liked better, Roberts 
didn’t hesitate. 

“I’ll take this year,” he said. 
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Men’s quarterfinals 

Top-seeded Djokovic romps 
past Goffin » Wimbledon, Page 26 




MLB ALL-STAR GAME 


Stealing 
the show 


Pitchers dominate as AL 
wins for 7th straight time 

By Ben Walker the American League slowed a loaded 

Associated Press NL lineup 4-3 for its seventh straight win 

in the All-Star Game. 

CLEVELAND - For one night, the know it - s the year of the home run> 

pitchers took back the power but itchi dominated today> - Colorado 

Hours after an awesome Home Run sl Nolan Arenado said 

Derby got everyone buzzing even louder Sure did _ at least until play resumes 
about monster shots and juiced balls, xhursdav 

omy a couple flew out of Progressive Facing y Christian Ye lich, Cody Bell- 
Field on Tuesday. , , , c , ’ a t 

Instead, Justin Verlander blazed 97 and a b “ ncl > °f bop Pff ’ the AL 

mph heat, Shane Bieber and Aroldis staff combined to strike out 16. 

Chapman each struck out the side and SEE SHOW ON PAGE 30 


Indians pitcher Shane Bieber holds the MVP 
trophy after the All-Star Game on Tuesday in 
Cleveland. Bieber and his American League 
teammates held off the National League 4-3. 
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